
The following excerpt was taken from a publication by the Dis-

trict in September of 1970.  Special thanks to Charlotte Walter 

for her invaluable help in finding documents relating to the his-

tory of Council Rock 

 

The Council Rock community has had a long and proud history of 

concern for the involvement with the forefront of education in each 

generation.  Tracing its written records back to the last of the 17th  

and beginning of the 18th centuries, the early residents first looked to 

the commonwealth by establishing houses of worship and institu-

tions of learning, usually in that order. 

 The records of the 18th and 19th centuries abound in documents of 

many Cottage Schools and Church Schools.  In fact, many of the 

museums in the Bucks county area now are repositories for memora-

bilia from early attempts at common education in the Council Rock 

area.  

 With the passage of the Public Schools Acts of the 1840’s, public 

common schools were established in all districts of the Council 

Rock area.  Many of these early one room schools still stand with 

date stones dating back to this general era.  Paralleling the growth of 

the common public schools was the establishment of the private 

academies.  Newtown Academy, for example, was an institution 

well known in the general Philadelphia area receiving students from 

many localities beyond the immediate Newtown area.  Although the 

majority of the students terminated their education at the end of six 

or eight grades of the common school, many students from districts 

now within the Council Rock area continued their education in the 

private academies located in Buckingham, Southampton, Newtown, 

Richboro, Bristol, Trenton, and Philadelphia.  

Common secondary education began in the area at the close of the 

19th century with the establishment of two year institutions in New-

town and Richboro.  Students from other districts in the Council 

Rock area were accepted in these two schools on a tuition basis.  

Early Board of Education minutes show a liberal approach in subse-

quent years to the payment of tuition for any student wishing to 

complete the last two years of his education in such four year sec-

ondary schools in Trenton and Philadelphia. 

 Both the Newtown and Richboro secondary schools became four 

year institutions in the early 1900’s.  This, coupled with the Com-

pulsory Education Act passed in the 1920’s and the erection of 

new buildings completed in Newtown in 1918 and Richboro in 

1926, accelerated the growth of secondary education in the Coun-

cil Rock area at an even quicker pace. 

 Still showing its concern for the quality education that has charac-

terized the area for two and a half centuries, the Boards of Educa-

tion of five districts, (Northampton, Wrightstown, Upper Make-

field, Newtown Township, and Newtown Borough) in the Council 

Rock area united together in 1946 to form the first secondary join-

ture in Bucks County.  From 1946 until 1954 the secondary stu-

dents  continued to use the Richboro and Newtown structures al-

though these two schools were operated jointly.  In 1954  the first 

Council Rock Secondary School Building was erected.  This 

building was enlarged in 1958.  With the opening of the new 

Council Rock High School in 1968, the original high school was 

converted to the second intermediate school now named Council 

Rock Intermediate School – Newtown.  

Richboro Intermediate School was completed in 1964. 

 Each of the five component districts continued to operate its own 

elementary schools separate from the secondary jointure.  Each 

member of the individual Boards of Education remained a member 

of the Council Rock Joint Board of Education as well as a func-

tioning member of the local Board operating the elementary 

schools in its particular district.  

The next phase of the educational movement took place on July 1, 

1966.  At that time the Council Rock School District, by State 

legislative act, became one district with a nine member Board of 

Directors charged with the responsibility for all education in all 

five districts from kindergarten through grade twelve. 
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Octagonal Schoolhouse—

located at the intersection of 

Swamp Road and 2nd Street 

Pike. 

Northampton High School—

located at what is now Davis 

Pontiac in Richboro 
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Council Rock 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  

The pictures below were taken in the late 1960's.  The search continues for pictures 

of other schools in the Council Rock School District.  If you have a photograph you 

would like to share, please contact the webmaster or call the school at 215-944-2500.  

Chancellor St. Elementary 

Newtown, PA 

Goodnoe Elementary      

Newtown, PA 

Churchville Elementary 

Churchville, PA 

Richboro Elementary  

Richboro, PA 

Richboro Elementary bus 

loading zone behind addition Holland Elementary 

Holland, PA 

Newtown Middle 

School—formerly 

Council Rock High 

School 

Washington Crossing 

School—now a private 

day care. 

Holland Middle School 

Holland, PA 

Wrightstown Elementary  

Wrightstown, PA 
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East Holland School 

Built on Buck Rd. at E. 

Holland Rd.  Closed in 

1913 

Fairview School 

Bustleton Pike, Church-

ville, Built in 1868 

Forest Grove School 

Hatboro Rd. near 

Sackettsford Rd. Built 

in 1838, replaced by 

one in 1878 

Groveland School 

On Newtown Rd. Built in 

1883 

Jacksonville School 

Jacksonville Rd. near 

Almshouse Rd. Built circa 

1857. Closed in 1928 

Northampton Twp. High 

School 

Identified as such in 1910 

postcard 

Pleasant Plains School 

New Rd. Built in 1871 

Pleasantville School 

Bridgetown Pike across from 

the Copper Kettle 

Richboro School 

Second Street Pike 

Rocksville School 

Holland Rd. Built in the 

1850’s 




