
Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 
Richboro, Pennsylvania 

Thursday, November 4, 2004 
 

MINUTES – Public Agenda Board Meeting
 
President Susan Vicedomini presided over the public agenda meeting of the Board of School Directors.  The 
meeting was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities and was convened at 7:30 p.m.  The meeting was held at the 
Northampton Township Municipal Building, 55 Township Road, Richboro, PA.  The following individuals were in 
attendance: 
 
Board:  Mrs. Susan Vicedomini, President 
  Richard Abramson, Esquire, Vice President 
  Dr. Paul Anagnostakos 
  Mr. Christopher Ayoub   
  Mr. James DiDio (Absent) 
  Mr. Jerold Grupp (Departed at 9:00 p.m.) 
  Mr. Alan Harvison 
  Mrs. Bernadette Heenan (Absent) 
  Mrs. Patricia Sexton 
 
  Mr. Mark J. Klein, Superintendent 
  Mrs. Tessa McDermott, Acting Board Secretary 
  Mr. Robert Riegel, Board Treasurer; Assistant Business Administrator 
 
Staff:  Mr. Robert Winters, Acting Assistant Superintendent 

Mr. Robert McAuliffe, Business Administrator 
  Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Administrative Services 
  Mr. Matthew Frederickson, IT Department 
  Mr. Larry Kling, IT Department 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, Mr. Lecker, Principal at Holland Middle School introduced Mrs. 
Deis and the “Holland Voices” to sing the National Anthem.   Secretary McDermott then called the roll call and 
reported that Mr. DiDio and Mrs. Heenan were absent.  
 
Student Advisory Board- Mrs. McCarthy, Principal at CRHS North introduced representatives from  the Student 
Advisory Board – Jenna Keith, 9th grade; Alison Burstein, 10th grade; Chris Long, 11th grade; Danielle Anzalone, 
12th grade; and Robert Dembowski, MBIT.  These representatives reported on various sports events/activities/events 
in their respective classes. 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Klein reported on the following: 
 
Council Rock Education Week – Mr. Klein reported on the events surrounding education week.  Over 400 visitors 
were welcomed in the schools.  Mr. Klein extended thanks to all who participated. 
 
Career Fair – Mr. Klein announced that on Wednesday, November 10, 2004, the Council Rock School District will 
be holding its annual Career Fair at CRHS North.  It will host over 140 presenters.  The program begins at 7:00 and 
runs until 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Klein extended thanks to Heather Gershman, CRHS South and Helen Gross, CRHS North 
for their efforts in coordinating the program. 
 
Report Cards – Mr. Klein reported that information regarding the revised Elementary Council Rock Progress 
Report will be available on the website sometime next week.  Report cards will be distributed in the next few weeks. 
 
Honors Choir Recognition - Mr. Ed McCall, choral director at CRHS North, introduced two students from CRHS 
N, Krista Gamble and Kelly Rubinson, who were chosen by the American Choral Directors Association to be 
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Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, Mr. Lecker, Principal at Holland Middle School introduced Mrs. Deis and the “Holland Voices” to sing the National Anthem.   Secretary McDermott then called the roll call and reported that Mr. DiDio and Mrs. Heenan were absent. 


Student Advisory Board- Mrs. McCarthy, Principal at CRHS North introduced representatives from  the Student Advisory Board – Jenna Keith, 9th grade; Alison Burstein, 10th grade; Chris Long, 11th grade; Danielle Anzalone, 12th grade; and Robert Dembowski, MBIT.  These representatives reported on various sports events/activities/events in their respective classes.


Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Klein reported on the following:


Council Rock Education Week – Mr. Klein reported on the events surrounding education week.  Over 400 visitors were welcomed in the schools.  Mr. Klein extended thanks to all who participated.

Career Fair – Mr. Klein announced that on Wednesday, November 10, 2004, the Council Rock School District will be holding its annual Career Fair at CRHS North.  It will host over 140 presenters.  The program begins at 7:00 and runs until 8:45 p.m.  Mr. Klein extended thanks to Heather Gershman, CRHS South and Helen Gross, CRHS North for their efforts in coordinating the program.


Report Cards – Mr. Klein reported that information regarding the revised Elementary Council Rock Progress Report will be available on the website sometime next week.  Report cards will be distributed in the next few weeks.

Honors Choir Recognition - Mr. Ed McCall, choral director at CRHS North, introduced two students from CRHS N, Krista Gamble and Kelly Rubinson, who were chosen by the American Choral Directors Association to be members of the National Honor Choir.  Three hundred students were chosen throughout the United States.  Of those 300, 20 students are from Pennsylvania and two are from Council Rock High School North.  Mr. Klein commended both students and Mr. McCall for this achievement.

Achievement Recognition – Mr. Klein introduced Mrs. Carol Barrows and Mr. Lee Hauslein.  Mrs. Barrows reported that Mr. Hauslein, music teacher at Richboro Middle School was honored as the recipient of the William G. Carr Award from the National Education Association. Mrs. Barrows applauded Mr. Hauslein for his efforts in obtaining this award.   Mr. Klein commented that this prestigious award honors a teacher each year “whose professional development activities advance international understanding through the acquisition of knowledge.”

Teacher of the Year - Mr. Klein asked Mrs. Vicedomini to read and present a proclamation awarded to Mrs. Susan McDonald, one of 12 finalists in the Teacher of the Year Award, on behalf of the Council Rock Board of School Directors.  Mr. Klein then introduced Craig Ogelby, Principal of Rolling Hills Elementary School who introduced Shane Ryan, a 6th grade student at Rolling Hills.  Shane Ryan shared his introduction speech he presented at the teacher conference.  Mr. Ogelby then proceeded to read his letter submitted in support of Mrs. McDonald’s application for Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. McDonald also read her application letter submitted to the committee. Congratulations were extended to Mrs. McDonald by the Board and administration.

Public Comment


There was no public comment.

Items for Board Approval


SAGE Letter of Engagement – (Attachment 3) Mr. Klein presented the Letter of Engagement to the Board for approval indicating that the Council Rock administrative team endorses the program for the 2004-05 school year.  Much discussion evolved regarding program terms.  Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Harvison, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for approval of the SAGE Letter of Engagement to cover services of SAGE, Inc. for the 2004-05 school year at a cost for services contained therein not to exceed $3,000, subject to audit.


Personnel Action – Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by Dr. Anagnostakos, passed with a voice vote, Mrs. Sexton abstained, for the approval of the revision of the Personnel Action of September 23, 2004, Item II. J. consistent with the terms of the revised letter.

Approval of Technology Lease  –  (Attachment 1) Dr. Anagnostakos moved, seconded by Mrs. Sexton, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for the approval of the technology lease with First Lease, Inc. for the proposed acquisition of 250 desktop and 52 laptop computers at a cost over a four-year period not to exceed $338, 884.52 (principal and interest) subject to solicitor’s review of all lease documents and subject to audit.


It was noted by Mr. Grupp that a board member has a business relation interest with First Lease, Inc.  Mr. Reid, solicitor, reported for the record that proposals were secured from two banks and three leasing companies. The process involved identifying the equipment from the state list.  First Lease, Inc. was the low bidder among proposals received.

Second Reading: Board Policy 815 – (Attachment 2) Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mr. Ayoub, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for approval of the revisions to Board Policy 815, Acceptable Use Policy.


Tuition Agreement – (Attachment 4) This tuition agreement covers the out-of-district tuition for a student whose Individual Education Plan requires private school placement.  


Mr. Ayoub moved, seconded by Mr. Harvison, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for the approval of two tuition agreements between Katzenbach School for the Deaf and Council Rock School District, in an amount not to exceed a total of $95,276 (both agreements) per school year, subject to audit.


Change Order  - (Attachment 5) Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mr. Ayoub, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for the approval of the requested change order for the Sol Feinstone window renovation project, in an amount not to exceed $675.00, subject to audit.

Independent Contractor  Agreements (2)  – – (Attachment 6) Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by Dr. Anagnostakos, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for approval of the following independent contractor agreements, subject to audit:


		Name

		Fee

		Frequency/Duration

		Anticipated Exp.

		Service



		Erin Datesman

		$17.00 per hour

		320 hrs/yr per student

		$5,440.00

		Home Verbal Behavior Therapist



		Stacey Stumpo

		$17.00 per hour

		320 hrs/yr per student

		$5,440.00

		Home Verbal Behavior Therapist



		Jennifer Scolnick

		$17.00 per hour

		320 hrs/yr per student

		$5,440.00

		Home Verbal Behavior Therapist



		Center for Autistic Children

		$75.00 per hour

		1 hr/wk for 40 weeks

		$3,000.00

		Social Skills Therapy





Each of the above contracts covers services that are required by the Individual Education Plan of students with special needs.

Committee Reports


· Academic Standards Committee – Mr. Harvison reported that the International Baccalaureate Program was discussed at the last meeting.  The committee rejected presenting recommendation to the Board due to the fact that it would compete for students in existing programs, complex scheduling, and cost.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 10th  at 12:30 p.m. at Chancellor Center.

· Facilities Committee - In Mrs. Heenan’s absence, Mr. Klein provided a report.  Mr. Klein recognized the efforts of Ed McAdams and Dennis Warg for assuring reoccupation of Plate 4 in a timely manner.  Mr. Klein also commended the Maintenance staff and Aramark for their efforts in getting the plate ready for occupancy.  Kudos were also extended to Mrs. McCarthy and the CRHS North staff by both the Board and administrative staff.    The next meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2004, 5:00 p.m., at Chancellor Center.

· Policy Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 23.  The No Child Left Behind policies will be discussed.

· Finance Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 15, 2004, 6;00 p.m., at Chancellor Center.

· MBIT – Mr. Harvison reported that the committee did approve the update of the long-range plan.  Facilities will be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting to be held on Monday, November 8, 2004, 5:30 p.m.

· BCIU- Mrs. Sexton commended the IU for their efforts with Act 72.  Board members who attended their seminar now have a better understanding of Act 72.  Mrs. Sexton reported that homestead forms have been sent out by the IU as agreed upon.  Mrs. Sexton asked the public to return their completed forms as soon as possible.

Public Comment 

No public comment.


Board Comments


Dr. Anagnostakos commented on the good works of SAGE. He commented that he is very impressed with the intergeneration programs offered.  He stated that the seniors are a big part of the community; and, without these types of programs, the students would be missing out. 

Dr. Anagnostakos reported that he heard “good” comments from parents while standing in line on voting day regarding the appearance of Sol Feinstone Elementary School.  He indicated that parents were impressed with how the school looked.  He asked if a flashing light could be set up in front of the school to deter speeding on Eagle Road.  Mr. McAuliffe reported that he spoke to the police chief and is currently working with PENNDOT.  Mr. McAuliffe reported that one of  PENN Dot’s requirements is that the school must have at least one “walker.”  Currently Sol Feinstone busses all of its students.

Mr. Reid reported that there will be an executive session immediately following tonight’s meeting to discuss pending litigation.

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m


Respectfully submitted,


Tessa McDermott
Acting Board Secretary
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members of the National Honor Choir.  Three hundred students were chosen throughout the United States.  Of those 
300, 20 students are from Pennsylvania and two are from Council Rock High School North.  Mr. Klein commended 
both students and Mr. McCall for this achievement. 
 
Achievement Recognition – Mr. Klein introduced Mrs. Carol Barrows and Mr. Lee Hauslein.  Mrs. Barrows 
reported that Mr. Hauslein, music teacher at Richboro Middle School was honored as the recipient of the William G. 
Carr Award from the National Education Association. Mrs. Barrows applauded Mr. Hauslein for his efforts in 
obtaining this award.   Mr. Klein commented that this prestigious award honors a teacher each year “whose 
professional development activities advance international understanding through the acquisition of knowledge.” 
 
Teacher of the Year - Mr. Klein asked Mrs. Vicedomini to read and present a proclamation awarded to Mrs. Susan 
McDonald, one of 12 finalists in the Teacher of the Year Award, on behalf of the Council Rock Board of School 
Directors.  Mr. Klein then introduced Craig Ogelby, Principal of Rolling Hills Elementary School who introduced 
Shane Ryan, a 6th grade student at Rolling Hills.  Shane Ryan shared his introduction speech he presented at the 
teacher conference.  Mr. Ogelby then proceeded to read his letter submitted in support of Mrs. McDonald’s 
application for Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. McDonald also read her application letter submitted to the committee. 
Congratulations were extended to Mrs. McDonald by the Board and administration. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Items for Board Approval 
 
SAGE Letter of Engagement – (Attachment 3) Mr. Klein presented the Letter of Engagement to the Board for 
approval indicating that the Council Rock administrative team endorses the program for the 2004-05 school year.  
Much discussion evolved regarding program terms.  Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Harvison, passed 
unanimously with a voice vote, for approval of the SAGE Letter of Engagement to cover services of SAGE, Inc. for 
the 2004-05 school year at a cost for services contained therein not to exceed $3,000, subject to audit. 
 
Personnel Action – Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by Dr. Anagnostakos, passed with a voice vote, Mrs. Sexton 
abstained, for the approval of the revision of the Personnel Action of September 23, 2004, Item II. J. consistent with 
the terms of the revised letter. 
 
Approval of Technology Lease  –  (Attachment 1) Dr. Anagnostakos moved, seconded by Mrs. Sexton, passed 
unanimously with a voice vote, for the approval of the technology lease with First Lease, Inc. for the proposed 
acquisition of 250 desktop and 52 laptop computers at a cost over a four-year period not to exceed $338, 884.52 
(principal and interest) subject to solicitor’s review of all lease documents and subject to audit. 
 
It was noted by Mr. Grupp that a board member has a business relation interest with First Lease, Inc.  Mr. Reid, 
solicitor, reported for the record that proposals were secured from two banks and three leasing companies. The 
process involved identifying the equipment from the state list.  First Lease, Inc. was the low bidder among proposals 
received. 
 
Second Reading: Board Policy 815 – (Attachment 2) Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mr. Ayoub, passed 
unanimously with a voice vote, for approval of the revisions to Board Policy 815, Acceptable Use Policy. 
  
Tuition Agreement – (Attachment 4) This tuition agreement covers the out-of-district tuition for a student whose 
Individual Education Plan requires private school placement.   
 
Mr. Ayoub moved, seconded by Mr. Harvison, passed unanimously with a voice vote, for the approval of two tuition 
agreements between Katzenbach School for the Deaf and Council Rock School District, in an amount not to exceed 
a total of $95,276 (both agreements) per school year, subject to audit. 
 
Change Order  - (Attachment 5) Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mr. Ayoub, passed unanimously with a voice 
vote, for the approval of the requested change order for the Sol Feinstone window renovation project, in an amount 
not to exceed $675.00, subject to audit. 
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Independent Contractor  Agreements (2)  – – (Attachment 6) Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by Dr. Anagnostakos, 
passed unanimously with a voice vote, for approval of the following independent contractor agreements, subject to 
audit: 
 

Name Fee Frequency/Duration Anticipated Exp. Service 
Erin Datesman $17.00 per hour 320 hrs/yr per student $5,440.00 Home Verbal Behavior Therapist 
Stacey Stumpo $17.00 per hour 320 hrs/yr per student $5,440.00 Home Verbal Behavior Therapist 
Jennifer Scolnick $17.00 per hour 320 hrs/yr per student $5,440.00 Home Verbal Behavior Therapist 
Center for 
Autistic Children 

$75.00 per hour 1 hr/wk for 40 weeks $3,000.00 Social Skills Therapy 

 
Each of the above contracts covers services that are required by the Individual Education Plan of students with 
special needs. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
• Academic Standards Committee – Mr. Harvison reported that the International Baccalaureate Program was 

discussed at the last meeting.  The committee rejected presenting recommendation to the Board due to the fact 
that it would compete for students in existing programs, complex scheduling, and cost.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for November 10th  at 12:30 p.m. at Chancellor Center. 

 
• Facilities Committee - In Mrs. Heenan’s absence, Mr. Klein provided a report.  Mr. Klein recognized the efforts 

of Ed McAdams and Dennis Warg for assuring reoccupation of Plate 4 in a timely manner.  Mr. Klein also 
commended the Maintenance staff and Aramark for their efforts in getting the plate ready for occupancy.  
Kudos were also extended to Mrs. McCarthy and the CRHS North staff by both the Board and administrative 
staff.    The next meeting is scheduled for November 17, 2004, 5:00 p.m., at Chancellor Center. 

 
• Policy Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 23.  The No Child Left Behind 

policies will be discussed. 
 
• Finance Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 15, 2004, 6;00 p.m., at Chancellor 

Center. 
 
• MBIT – Mr. Harvison reported that the committee did approve the update of the long-range plan.  Facilities will 

be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting to be held on Monday, November 8, 2004, 5:30 p.m. 
 
• BCIU- Mrs. Sexton commended the IU for their efforts with Act 72.  Board members who attended their 

seminar now have a better understanding of Act 72.  Mrs. Sexton reported that homestead forms have been sent 
out by the IU as agreed upon.  Mrs. Sexton asked the public to return their completed forms as soon as possible. 

 
Public Comment  
 
No public comment. 
 
Board Comments 
 
Dr. Anagnostakos commented on the good works of SAGE. He commented that he is very impressed with the 
intergeneration programs offered.  He stated that the seniors are a big part of the community; and, without these 
types of programs, the students would be missing out.  
 
Dr. Anagnostakos reported that he heard “good” comments from parents while standing in line on voting day 
regarding the appearance of Sol Feinstone Elementary School.  He indicated that parents were impressed with how 
the school looked.  He asked if a flashing light could be set up in front of the school to deter speeding on Eagle 
Road.  Mr. McAuliffe reported that he spoke to the police chief and is currently working with PENNDOT.  Mr. 
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McAuliffe reported that one of  PENN Dot’s requirements is that the school must have at least one “walker.”  
Currently Sol Feinstone busses all of its students. 
 
Mr. Reid reported that there will be an executive session immediately following tonight’s meeting to discuss 
pending litigation. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Tessa McDermott 
Acting Board Secretary 
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