
Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 
Richboro, Pennsylvania 

Thursday, March 4, 2004 
 

MINUTES – Public Agenda Board Meeting 
 

President Susan Vicedomini presided over the meeting of the Board of School Directors.  She convened the 
meeting at 7:35 p.m. at the Northampton Township Municipal Building, 55 Township Road, Richboro, PA.  
The meeting was broadcast “live” in all district municipalities.  The following individuals were present: 
 
School Board  Mrs. Susan Vicedomini, President 
   Richard Abramson, Esquire, Vice President 
   Dr. Paul Anagnostakos 
   Mr. Christopher Ayoub (7:40 p.m.) 
   Mr. James DiDio  (7:53 p.m.) 
   Mr. Jerold Grupp  (Absent) 
   Mr. Alan Harvison 
   Mrs. Bernadette Heenan 
   Mrs. Patricia Sexton 
 
   Dr. Timothy F. Kirby, Superintendent 
   Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Board Secretary 
 
Staff   Dr. Denise Kerr, Assistant Superintendent 
   Mr. Robert McAuliffe, Business Administrator 
   Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Administrative Services 
   Mr. Thomas Ames, Supervisor of Facilities 
 
We were honored to have a student, Katie Miller present to sing the National Anthem. 
 
Routine Actions 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, Secretary Walter read the roll call of board members and 
reported that Mr. Grupp was absent. 
 
Student Advisory Board Report – CRHS-South – Mr. Holland introduced the following students who 
represented their respective classes at CRHS-South: Neyha Gulati, Caitlyn Curran, Chris Major, Yelena 
Baras.   Each student reported on various activities, sports standings and events at that school and MBIT. 
The students presented Dr. Kirby with a picture. 
 
Mr. Holland thanked Mrs. Heenan, Dr. Anagnostakos, and Mr. Harvison for taking a tour of his building 
(CRHS-S) last week. 
 
Jim Dunn, Head Women’s Soccer coach came to honor Amanda Allessio for winning the prestigious 
Gatorade Scholarship ‘Player of the Year’ award.  Amanda and her parents were present for this 
presentation. 
 
Ellie Short, Assistant Principal at CRHS-N introduced Scott Slutter who directs the Marching Band.  
Several students were in attendance proudly displaying their new band uniforms.  They spoke of the 
excitement of their tour of southern California recently.  What a thrill it was to march down Main Street 
USA at Disneyland, CA.  They thanked the board for their support.  They encouraged the board, audience 
and viewers of the Marching Symphonic Concert on April 20th at CRHS-N.   It was reported that Council 
Rock is sponsoring the Bucks County Music Festival this weekend (Saturday, March 6, 2004).  All are 
welcome. 
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Superintendent’s Report – Dr. Kirby reported that the Art Department of Council Rock School District will 
honor Youth Art Month with two displays at St. Mary’s Hospital.  The student art from CRHS-N and 
CRHS-S will be on exhibit during the month of February.  During the month of March, elementary and 
middle schools will highlight the art curriculum with portraits entitled “People Can Make a Difference.” 
 
The Coalition for Healthy Youth and Council Rock Parent Forum will sponsor a program entitled “Teens 
Under Pressure” on March 23, 2004 from 7-9 p.m. at CRHS-N. 
 
Karen Lawler, a teacher at Hillcrest Elementary School has recently been named “Educator-of-the-Year 
Award”  by the Bucks County Conservation District.  She will be honored at an early spring public meeting 
of the Bucks County Commissioners. In addition to an engraved plaque, she will be presented with a $200  
honorarium from the Conservation District. 
 
Sue McDonald, a teacher at Rolling Hills has recently been notified that she has been selected as a regional 
semi-finalist for the ‘Teacher of the Year’ award. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Marilyn Scarpa- encouraged parents and the community to attend the presentation “Teens Under Pressure” 
at CRHS-N on March 23, 2004 7-9 p.m. 
 
She then pleaded to the board for logic.  We have an alarming number of CARES cases; 234 cases at the 
high schools; 106 are identified and are in the process of being numbered.  These students are facing 
various problems in their lives such as depression, grief, stress etc.  There is definitely not enough monies 
allocated to this program.  Council Rock is not funding training for additional counselors.  These students 
future is in your hands! 
 
Nancy Carroll – spoke of her concern with accommodations at the Alternative School.  You need to 
provide additional space for these troubled students.  Identified student needs are not being addressed.  
Look at trailers as an alternative now! 
 
Board Presentation/Discussion 
 
Personnel Actions – Mr. Bollinger reported that the actions are normal; nothing unusual.  He recommended 
they be presented for approval at the March 18, 2004 meeting. 
 
2004-05 Revised School Calendar- the new revised calendar was reviewed and it was recommended that 
the calendar be put on the agenda for approval at the March 18, 2004 meeting.  Much discussion evolved. 
 
First Reading – Board Policies 
• Policy 103.1 – Non-Discrimination on the Basis of Disability 
• Policy 202.1 – Foreign Exchange Students 
 
Much discussion arose relative to these policies. 
 
CRHS-North Cost and Schedule Update-  Tom Ames gave a cost analysis presentation on the renovations 
at CRHS-North.  He explained that two plates are nearly complete.  All of this work has been accomplished 
while school has been in session, which is an immensely complicated and demanding project.  Much 
discussion developed after his presentation.  Mr. Ames was assisted by Mike Griffith, Sr. Vice President of 
Hill International; Richard Bernadini, Vice President, Hill International and Kurt Byer, Construction 
Manager, Hill International. The board members posed many questions and concerns with this project and 
especially about the procedure to streamline change orders. 
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Items for Board Approval 
 
CRHS-N Projected Renovation Costs- Mrs. Heenan moved, seconded Mr. Harvison, passed unanimously 
with a roll call vote for approval of the following resolution: 
 

The Board acknowledges that projected costs of CRHS-North renovations will increase by 
amounts shown on the cost analysis of February 27, 2004; and 
 
The administration will work to streamline the change order approval process at the board level; 
and 
 
The administration will advise when a change order: 
 (a). Represents owner initiated change; 
 (b). Represents an order that exceeds or will lead to exceeding the 2/27/04 projections. 
  

Second Reading: Policy 233 – Suspension and Expulsion  (Attachment #5) – Mr. Harvison moved, 
seconded by Dr. Anagnostakos, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for the approval (second reading) 
of the amendment to Board Policy #233. 
 
Sol Feinstone Building Condition Survey – (Attachment 7) Mr. McAuliffe explained that over the past year, 
there have been a series of facilities issues raised with respect to the Sol Feinstone Elementary school 
building.  The Facilities Committee requested a building condition survey, which can be used as a basis for 
future planning for that building.  Accordingly, we have received proposals from Hayden Architecture and 
from Faridy, Veisz, Fraytek (the original architects for that building) to provide us a condition survey of the 
building with respect to its architecture, structure, roof and mechanical systems. 
 
Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, for approval to accept the proposal from Hayden 
Architecture for consulting services in an amount not to exceed $10,020.00, subject to audit.  The motion 
passed with the following accounting of votes: 
 
  Aye    Nay 
 
  Dr. Anagnostakos  Mr. DiDio 
  Mr. Abramson   Mrs. Sexton 
  Mr. Ayoub 
  Mr. Harvison 
  Mrs. Heenan 
  Mrs. Vicedomini 
 
Sol Feinstone Window Replacement Design (Attachment #7A) – Mr.  McAuliffe explained to the board 
that this is a project in great need of accomplishment.  It is a replacement of the pre-1990 building 
windows.  If the design project is approved, we will proceed ahead with preparation of plans and 
specifications and receipt of bids, such that the project can commence during the summer of 2004. 
 
Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, for approval of the proposal for window replacement 
design for Sol Feinstone Elementary School  at a cost not to exceed $16,150.00.  The proposal is 
recommended to be awarded to Hayden Architects.  The motion failed with the following vote tally: (4/4) 
 
  Aye    Nay 
 
  Dr. Anagnostakos  Mr. Abramson 
  Mr. Ayoub   Mr. DiDio 
  Mr. Harvison   Mrs. Sexton 
  Mrs. Heenan   Mrs. Vicedomini 
 

Brd. Minutes 3.4.04 3 of 5 



 
 
After much deliberation, the board decided to re-vote on the above item.  Mr. Harvison moved, seconded 
by Mrs. Heenan, for approval of the proposal for window replacement design for Sol Feinstone Elementary 
School .  The proposal is recommended to be awarded to Hayden Architects in an amount not to exceed 
$16,150.00, subject to audit.  The motion passed with the following vote tally: (5/3) 
 
  Aye    Nay 
 
  Dr. Anagnostakos  Mr. DiDio 
  Mr. Abramson   Mrs. Sexton 
  Mr. Ayoub   Mrs. Vicedomini 
  Mr. Harvison 
  Mrs. Heenan 
 
Mr. DiDio retired from the meeting at 10:37 p.m. 
 
Bid Approval – Visual Arts Supply & Equipment – (Attachment #8)- Mr. Harvison moved, seconded by 
Mrs. Heenan, passed with Mr. DiDio reported absent, for the approval of the following bid award 
(summary attached), subject to audit: 
 
--It is recommended that the bid for “Visual Arts Supplies  and Equipment” be awarded to the vendors 
listed in the Total Low Acceptable Bid column in an amount not to exceed $43,233.67 for the school year 
2004-05. 
 
Committee Reports 
 

• Academic Standards Committee – Mr. Harvison reported that he met with Mrs. McCarthy & Mrs. 
Short to explore the International Baccalaureate Program and to get an update on the Math 
acceleration program.  The next meeting is scheduled for March 17th at 12:30 p.m. at the 
Chancellor Center. 

 
• Facilities Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for March 30th at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Chancellor Center. 
 

• Finance Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for March 15th at 6:00 p.m. at the Chancellor 
Center. 

 
• Policy Committee – The next meeting is scheduled for March 25th at 7:30 p.m. at the Chancellor 

Center. 
 

• MBIT Report – The executive committee is scheduled to meet March 8th at 5:30 p.m. at MBIT. 
 

• Bucks Co. Intermediate Unit No. 22 – The Executive Committee is scheduled to meet March 16th 
at 7 p.m. at the I.U. 

 
 

Public Comment  
 
Nancy Carroll – There needs to be a district land build out study.  There are many misleading things in the 
report given at the last meeting. There are so many crucial growth issues in the district.  The district needs a 
comprehensive study done.  There are enough costly trailers being used to equal one elementary school. 
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Comments from Board Members 
 
Mrs. Sexton  questioned when we might be televising the meetings at The Chancellor Center.  She 
expressed her displeasure with Comcast and Channel 78.  It was explained that Mr. Kling is working on 
coordinating this item between CRHS-N and CRHS-S  and he is also looking at other alternatives.  Mrs. 
Sexton asked, “Are you also coordinating with Bucks Co. Community College?” 
 
Mrs. Sexton also questioned why the trailer is parked along tbe road at Holland Middle School.   Is it being 
used for storage?  Why does it have to sit there?  Mr. Ames reported that he will try to have it moved next 
week. 
 
Mrs. Sexton asked about shoring up the fencing around the dumpster on Twining Ford Road.   She was 
promised that it would be taken care of. 
 
Mr. Abramson expressed that an incredible showing of talent was presented at the production “Cabaret 
‘04” at Newtown Middle School last weekend.  Mark Dolan was commended for his work with that 
production. 
 
Mr. Abramson asked about the possibility of air conditioning the auditorium at Newtown Middle School. 
 
Mrs. Heenan asked if we still need additional personnel for summer projects?  It was explained that we will 
be moving college-aged students to work on Plate IV at CRHS-N this summer. 
 
Mrs. Vicedomini explained the progress in the superintendent search.  The search has been narrowed down 
to three finalists.  A schedule has been set up for staff and community to meet the individuals and provide 
comments and questions.  The following schedule has been developed: 
 
  Staff  4:15  - 5:45 p.m.  March 9, 10, 11 
  Community 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. March 9, 10, 11 
 
Solicitor’s Report- Mr. Reid reported that an executive session was held on February 24th for discussion of 
a personnel matter. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charlotte I. Walter. CEOE 
Secretary to the Board 
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