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9th Grade Athletic Teams 

 
As part of the Administration’s recommendation to balance the 2011-12 fiscal year budget, the 
elimination of the 9th grade athletic teams is one of the recommended cuts.  Listed below is the 
rationale for this change. 
 
As a preliminary statement, the district has made the integrity of the extra-curricular program in 
Council Rock one of the priorities in our budget deliberations.  We recognize that the viability of 
this program is important for our students.  Nevertheless, with any balanced conversation about 
savings, all facets of the school program need to be examined.  While significant changes have 
come in staffing and other budget areas, the extra-curricular program cannot be exempt from the 
impact of this significant deficit. 
 
We approached this change for the following reasons: 
 
1.  This is not an elimination of 9th grade athletes competing in sports.  It is the elimination of 
the 9th grade sports teams listed below, that have corresponding expenses to the school district 
including league fees, officials, transportation, equipment, and coaching.  The total savings in 
next year’s budget is $105,000.00.  Council Rock North and South support these specific 9th 
grade teams in the following sports: 
 
CR North      CR South 
Field Hockey       
Football      Football 
Soccer       Soccer 
Men’s Basketball     Men’s Basketball 
Women’s Basketball  
       Wrestling 
Baseball      Baseball 
Softball      Softball 
 
Where you see a blank in one of the high school lists, that high school was unable to field a 9th 
grade team this year.  In the past few years, the viability of some of these 9th grade teams has 
been affected by the number of students actually interested in participation on the team.  Twenty 
(20) other teams compete at each high school without 9th grade teams but with 9th grade athletes 
part of the Varsity or JV squads.   These include swimming, track, cross country, cheerleading, 
lacrosse, and girls soccer. 
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2.  Many surrounding school districts have eliminated their 9th grade sports program or are 
proposing the elimination for 2011-12. These changes would affect our ability to find any 
competition for teams that are specific to 9th grade athletes. 
 
3.  All 9th grade athletes will continue to have the opportunity to try-out for each of our 
athletic teams.  We will expand JV rosters to increase opportunities for all athletes.   However, 
in some of the programs that supported 9th grade teams, it is unlikely that we will be able to 
accommodate every athlete who wants to participate.   Surrounding most of these sports are 
viable community programs that will give athletes the opportunity to participate in many of these 
sports outside of the school program. 
 
 
We do not make these changes lightly and recognize that there will be students in grades 9-12 
that will be affected by this decision.  The actual scope of this change, however, is less that many 
parents and athletes would realize and opportunities to participate in our extra-curricular 
activities at each high school remain numerous and diverse. 


