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Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind is rated “R” by the motion picture industry for language, some drug (showing the repercussions of such use), and sexual content. Teachers will guide students in an understanding of how the seemingly disjointed and/or controversial elements of the narrative contribute to the film’s themes regarding love and memory.  



Dear Parents or Guardians, 

 

In the upcoming semester, the 2004 Michel Gondry film Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind will be 

viewed in Critical Viewing to supplement our study of alternative narrative formats, film editing and the concept 

of auteur theory. The movie follows Joel Barish (Jim Carrey) and Clementine Kruczynski (Kate Winslet) as they 

attempt to eliminate the pain that comes with their seemingly failed relationship by employing the fictional 

company Lacuna to erase the other from their memories.   As each character deals with the consequences of 

large gaps in memory and emotion (that result from a procedure that neither remembers having) they meet 

again for the first time, perhaps this time realizing what it is they truly want in a relationship.  Eternal Sunshine 

of the Spotless Mind, which won an Academy Award for best original screenplay and saw Kate Winslet 

nominated for best actress, represents innovations in film story telling and editing as it forces viewers beyond the 

basic question of “What’s going to happen next?” and instead leads them empathize with the film’s protagonist 

by consistently having to discern “What’s happening right now?”    

This film is R-rated, and parental permission is required before students may view an R-rated film.  

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind’s  R-rating is attributed to some violence, language and drug use (though 

character using drugs is forced to leave the premises as a result)..  The film provides an invaluable opportunity 

for students to experience a visual depiction of the themes and conflicts that will make our study of the film 

concepts and elements more accessible and will further stimulate class discussion.  If there is any objection to 

this film on the part of the student or parent, an alternate assignment will be given to that student without 

penalty.  As always, your cooperation is deeply appreciated.  If I can provide further information, please do not 

hesitate to email me.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

      Respectfully, 

 

      Teacher 

      English Department 

      215-944-____ 

      ________@crsd.org 

 

Please check one of the options below: 

 

I give my son/daughter permission to view Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind in Critical Viewing. 

(Please provide signature) 
 

I DO NOT give my son/daughter permission to view Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. 
 

Student Name ________________________________________________ 

(Please Print) 

 

                        ________________________________________________ 

 

                                        Parent Signature (only one required) 

mailto:________@crsd.org



