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Grades 7-8 

Title  Author 

Saving Zasha Barrow, Randi 

Chuck Close: Face Book Close, Chuck 

Towering Flinn, Alex 

Titanic: Voices From The Disaster Hopkinson, Deborah 

Never Say Die                              Hobbs, Will 

The Lions Of Little Rock Levine,Kristin 

The Unwanteds McMann, Lisa 

The Candymakers Mass, Wendy 

Capture The Flag Messner, Kate 

The Giant And How He Humbugged 

America 

Murphy, Jim 

Wonder Palacio, R.J. 

Bomb Schienkin, Steve 

The Notorious Benedict Arnold Schienkin, Steve 

Splendors and Glooms Schulz, Laura Amy 

Buried Alive: How 33 Miners 

Survived 69 Days Under The Chilean 

Desert 

Scott, Elaine 

Knucklehead Scieszka, Jon 

Hokey Pokey Spinelli, Jerry 

Inside Out And Back Again Thanhha, Lai 
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Barrow, Randi. Saving Zasha 

In post WWII Russia, one boy dares to save an entire race of outlawed dogs -- the 

German shepherd!  World War II has just ended when thirteen-year-old Mikhail 

finds a dying man and his German shepherd, Zasha, in the woods. It's dangerous -- 

some say traitorous -- to own a German dog after Germany attacked Russia, so 

Mikhail must keep Zasha a secret to keep her alive.  But Mikhail's rival, Katia, is 

determined to find the dog she is sure he's hiding. At the same time, a soldier 

named Dimitri is breeding a new Russian dog at a nearby farm. So many dogs were 

lost in combat, to starvation, and in the slaughter of German dogs that the country 

is in dire need of every kind of dog. 

Book Trailer 

Clo 

 Close, Chuck. Chuck Close: Face Book 

This fascinating, interactive autobiography presents Chuck Close’s story, his art, 

and a discussion of the many processes he uses in the studio. The question-and-

answer format is based on real kids’ inquiries about Close’s life and work, and his 

answers to them. Close, who is wheelchair-bound and paints with a brush strapped 

to his arm, discusses the severe dyslexia and face blindness he has struggled with 

since childhood, as well as a collapsed spinal artery that left him nearly paralyzed at 

the age of 48. 

 

 Flinn, Alex. Towering 

When Rachel was taken to live in a tower by a woman she calls Mama, she was 

excited. She felt like a princess in a castle. But many years later, Rachel knows her 

palace is really a prison, and begins to plan her escape. She is encouraged by the 

speed that her golden hair has been growing. It’s gotten long enough to reach the 

ground! 

 

 Hopkinson, Deborah. Titanic: Voices From The Disaster 

Scheduled to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the tragic sinking of the 

TITANIC, a topic that continues to haunt and thrill readers to this day, this book by 

critically acclaimed author Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the voices and 

stories of real TITANIC survivors and witnesses to the disaster -- from the 

stewardess Violet Jessop to Captain Arthur Rostron of the CARPATHIA, who came to 

the rescue of the sinking ship. Packed with heart stopping action, devastating 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9qeaQBypBw
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drama, fascinating historical details, loads of archival photographs on almost every 

page, and quotes from primary sources. 

Book Trailer 

 

 Hobbs, Will. Never Say Die 

At home in Canada's Arctic, Nick Thrasher is an accomplished Inuit hunter at 

fifteen. About to bring home a caribou for his ailing grandfather, Nick loses the 

meat to a fearsome creature never before seen in the wild. It's half grizzly, half 

polar bear. Experts will soon be calling it a "grolar bear." 

 

 Levine, Kristen. The Lions Of Little Rock 

In Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1958, as politicians rage for and against the struggle to 

integrate schools, Marlee, 13, is a math whiz but she has a personal problem with 

mutism—she’s terrified to say things aloud in public. Then she makes friends—and 

more importantly, talks—with Lizzie, the new girl in her middle school, who 

encourages Marlee to even do an oral presentation in class together. Then one day 

Lizzie is thrown out of school. It turns out that she is a light-skinned black passing 

for white, and the locals refuse to follow the federal integration order. 

Book Trailer 

 

 

 McMann, Lisa. The Unwanteds 

  “The Hunger Games meets Harry Potter.” When Alex finds out he is Unwanted, he 

expects to die. That is the way of the people of Quill. Each year, all the thirteen-

year-olds are labeled as Wanted, Necessary, or Unwanted. Wanteds get more 

schooling and train to join the Quillitary. Necessaries keep the farms running. 

Unwanteds are set for elimination. Book Trailer 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/asset/titanic-voices-disaster-book-trailer
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gARKMnyq0W0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93eUOh3JQ2U
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 Mass, Wendy. The Candymakers 

Children running amok in a candy factory, immortalized by Roald Dahl, is one story 

line that bears repeating. At the Life Is Sweet factory, four 12-year-olds gather to 

create new goodies for the annual Confectionery Association Conference. Logan, the 

Candymaker's son, dreams of winning his family's respect. Miles's parents hope the 

experience will help him forget a tragic accident he couldn't prevent. Daisy is 

fascinated by the factory, but for what reason? And Philip scribbles in his secret 

notebook, determined to win at all costs. 

Book Trailer 

 

 Messner, Kate. Capture The Flag 

Anna, José, and Henry have never met, but they have more in common than they 

realize. Snowed in together at a chaotic Washington, DC, airport, they encounter a 

mysterious tattooed man, a flamboyant politician, and a rambunctious poodle 

named for an ancient king. Even stranger, news stations everywhere have just 

announced that the famous flag that inspired "The Star-Spangled Banner" has been 

stolen! 

 

 Murphy, Jim. The Giant And How He Humbugged America 

Murphy investigates a clever and successful scheme during the 1800s, sharing with 

readers how several men in upstate New York were able to fool the public and 

make thousands of dollars. When William Newell decided to have a well dug on his 

farm, the men hired to do the digging became quite excited when a 10-foot giant 

was uncovered in the field. Experts called in to determine the origins-whether a 

statue or petrified giant-couldn't agree. There were those who believed it was 

possibly a giant from the local Onondaga Indian tribe or a giant like Goliath from 

the Bible. Crowds gathered, and, in a matter of days, thousands came to see for 

themselves the amazing giant upon hearing about it by word of mouth and 

newspaper reports. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w93va4PThU4
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Palacio, R.J. Wonder 

August Pullman is a 10-year-old boy who likes Star Wars and Xbox, ordinary except 

for his jarring facial anomalies. 

Book Trailer 

 

 

  

 

Sheinkin, Steve. Bomb 

Bomb is a 2013 Newbery Honor book. 

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking 

discovery: When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. 

That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great 

Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific 

community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack 

German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of 

scientists was hidden away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the 

plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the world's most 

formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. 

Book Trailer 

 

 

Schienkin, Steve. The Notorious Benedict Arnold 

Most people know that Benedict Arnold was America’s first, most notorious traitor. 

Few know that he was also one of its greatest war heroes. 

Book Trailer 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXDD3atWco
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOXDD3atWco
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIiTb55PdIA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAP7L5gTbWk
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 Schulz, Laura Amy. Splendors and Glooms 

Victorian London could be a magical place: horse-drawn carriages, puppet shows, 

elaborate upper-class houses. Of course it could also be miserable: fog, filthy 

streets, shabby hovels where too many people live in too few rooms.  For Clara's 

12th birthday, her parents hire a street performer to give a puppet show in their 

home. The puppeteer, Grisini, is so talented that he appears to be magical. His two 

orphaned assistants, Lizzie Rose and Parsefall, are envious of Clara's home and all 

its comforts. Clara vanishes the night of the puppet show, and Grisini and his 

assistants are the prime suspects. 

 

 

 

 

Scieszka, Jon. Knucklehead 

How did Jon Scieszka get so funny, anyway? Growing up as one of six brothers was 

a good start, but that was just the beginning. Throw in Catholic school, lots of 

comic books, lazy summers at the lake with time to kill, babysitting misadventures, 

TV shows, jokes told at family dinner, and the result is Knucklehead. Part memoir, 

part scrapbook, this hilarious trip down memory lane provides a unique glimpse into 

the formation of a creative mind and a free spirit 

Book Trailer 

 

Spinelli, Jerry. Hokey Pokey 

Hokey Pokey is a place where children live and rule themselves, riding bicycles like 

horses, watching cartoons on huge outdoor screens, throwing tantrums and getting 

hugged, all without an adult in sight. Their lives are almost pure joy as they dance 

the eponymous dance, savor the eponymous frozen treat, and listen to The Story of 

the Kid through little shells they carry in their pockets. Jack is their hero and 

ringleader, dealing with bully Harold the Destroyer, teaching Kiki lessons in sports 

and Lopez lessons in life, until the day things begin to change. 

Book Trailer 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WD1miNeQOw4
http://www.schooltube.com/channel/randomhouse/
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 Thanhha, Lai. Inside Out And Back Again 

After her father has been missing in action for nine years during the Vietnam War, 

10-year-old Hà flees with her mother and three older brothers. Traveling first by 

boat, the family reaches a tent city in Guam, moves on to Florida, and is finally 

connected with sponsors in Alabama, where Hà finds refuge but also cruel rejection, 

especially from mean classmates. Based on Lai’s personal experience, this first 

novel captures a child-refugee’s struggle with rare honesty. 

Book Trailer 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM

