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Grades 7-8 

Title  Author 

The Book Of Lost Things Cynthia Voight 

Breathing Room Marsha Hayles 

Counting By 7’s Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Far Far Away Tom McNeal 

Force Out Tim Green 

Forge Laurie Halse Anderson 

From Norvelt To Nowhere Jack Gantos 

Ghost Hawk Susan Cooper 

I Even Funnier James Patterson, Chris Grabenstein, 

Laura Park 

The Lord Of Opium Nancy Farmer 

Pirate Captains Daughter Eve Bunting 

Planet Middle School Nikki Grimes 

Strike Three, You’re Dead  Josh Berk 

The Thing About Luck Cynthia Kadohata 

Ungifted Gordon Korman 

Wake Up Missing Kate Messner 

Will In Scarlet Matthew Cody 
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 The Book Of Lost Things  

Max's parents are missing. They are actors, and thus unpredictable, but sailing 

away, leaving Max with only a cryptic note, is unusual even for them. Did they 

intend to leave him behind? Have they been kidnapped? Until he can figure it out, 

Max feels it's safer to keep a low profile. Hiding out is no problem for a child of the 

theater. Max has played many roles, he can be whoever he needs to be to blend in. 

But finding a job is tricky, no matter what costume he dons. 

 

Breathing Room 

Evvy Hoffmeister is thirteen years old when her family brings her to Loon Lake 

Sanatorium to get cured of tuberculosis (TB). Evvy is frightened by her new 

surroundings; the rules to abide are harsh and the nurses equally rigid. But Evvy 

soon falls into step with the other girls in her ward. There’s Sarah, quiet but 

thoughtful; Pearl, who adores Hollywood glamour; and Dina, whose harshness 

conceals a deep strength. Together, the girls brave the difficult daily routines. Set 

in 1940 at a time of political unrest throughout the U.S. and Europe, this thought-

provoking novel sheds light on a much-feared worldwide illness. Hundreds of 

thousands of people died each year of TB, and many ill children were sent away to 

sanatoriums to hopefully recover. 
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Counting By 7’s  

In the tradition of Out of My Mind, Wonder, and Mockingbird, this is an intensely 

moving middle grade novel about being an outsider, coping with loss, and 

discovering the true meaning of family. Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, 

obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to 

count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her 

adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until 

now. Suddenly Willow's world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a 

car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is 

not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages 

to push through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully 

believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 

 

 

Far Far Away 

Jeremy Johnson Johnson hears voices. Or, specifically, one voice: the ghost of 

Jacob Grimm, one half of The Brothers Grimm. Jacob watches over Jeremy, 

protecting him from an unknown dark evil whispered about in the space between 

this world and the next. But Jacob can't protect Jeremy from everything. When 

coltish, copper-haired Ginger Boultinghouse takes a bite of a cake so delicious it’s 
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rumored to be bewitched, she falls in love with the first person she sees: Jeremy. 

In any other place, this would be a turn for the better for Jeremy, but not in Never 

Better, where the Finder of Occasions—whose identity and evil intentions nobody 

knows—is watching and waiting, waiting and watching. . . And as anyone familiar 

with the Brothers Grimm know, not all fairy tales have happy endings.  

Book trailer for Far Far Away  

 

Force Out 

Joey and Zach have always been best friends. They’re also two of the best baseball 

players in their league, and shoo-ins for the all-star team at the end of the season. 

Their dream is to play together on the Center State select team, and they will do 

anything to help each other get there. So when Zach is forced to go on an extra-

credit field trip that would make him miss the championship game and his chances 

to move on, Joey comes up with a risky plan to bail him out. Everything should be 

fine—as long as no one finds out what they did. Then the unthinkable happens: The 

boys learn there’s only one open spot on the select team. Suddenly Joey and Zach 

go from being best friends to biggest rivals, and Joey has to decide his next move. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ktcmV-3NaI
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Forge 

Blistering winds. Bitter cold. And the hope of a new future. In this compelling 

sequel to Chains, a National Book Award Finalist and winner of the Scott O’Dell 

Award for Historical Fiction, acclaimed author Laurie Halse Anderson shifts 

perspective from Isabel to Curzon and brings to the page the tale of what it takes 

for runaway slaves to forge their own paths in a world of obstacles—and in the 

midst of the American Revolution. 

The Patriot Army was shaped and strengthened by the desperate circumstances of 

the Valley Forge winter. This is where Curzon the boy becomes Curzon the young 

man. In addition to the hardships of soldiering, he lives with the fear of discovery, 

for he is an escaped slave passing for free. And then there is Isabel, who is also at 

Valley Forge—against her will. She and Curzon have to sort out the tangled threads 

of their friendship while figuring out what stands between the two of them and true 

freedom.  

Book trailer for Forge 

 

 From Norvelt To Nowhere 

This rocket-paced follow-up to the Newbery Medal–winning novel Dead End in 

Norvelt opens deep in the shadow of the Cuban missile crisis. But instead of 

Russian warheads, other kinds of trouble are raining down on young Jack Gantos 

http://www.goodreads.com/videos/11018-forge
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and his utopian town of Norvelt in western Pennsylvania. After an explosion, a new 

crime by an old murderer, and the sad passing of the town’s founder, twelve-year-

old Jack will soon find himself launched on a mission that takes him hundreds of 

miles away, escorting his slightly mental elderly mentor, Miss Volker, on her 

relentless pursuit of the oddest of outlaws.  

Audio excerpt From Norvelt To Nowhere read by Jack Gantos 

 Ghost Hawk  

On the winter day Little Hawk is sent into the woods alone, he can take only a bow 

and arrows, his handcrafted tomahawk, and the amazing metal knife his father 

traded for with the new white settlers. If Little Hawk survives three moons by 

himself, he will be a man. John Wakely is only ten when his father dies, but he has 

already experienced the warmth and friendship of the nearby tribes. Yet his fellow 

colonists aren’t as accepting of the native people. When he is apprenticed to a 

barrel-maker, John sees how quickly the relationships between settlers and natives 

are deteriorating. His friendship with Little Hawk will put both boys in grave danger. 

The intertwining stories of Little Hawk and John Wakely are a fascinating tale of 

friendship and an eye-opening look at the history of our nation.  

Book trailer for Ghost Hawk 

 

 

http://article.wn.com/view/2013/09/13/Books_in_Brief_From_Norvelt_to_Nowhere_Deceived/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-l43nqg6VY
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 I Even Funnier  

In this follow up to the #1 New York Times bestseller I Funny, middle schooler 

Jamie Grimm has big dreams of being the best stand-up comic in the world--and he 

won't let the fact that he's wheelchair-bound stand in his way. After winning the 

New York state finals in the Planet's Funniest Kid Comic Contest, Jamie's off to 

Boston to compete in the national semi-finals. But when one of his best buddies 

runs into trouble at school and a sudden family health scare rears its head, Jamie 

has to put his comedic ambitions on hold and stand by the people he cares about. 

Can Jamie pass up the big competition for the sake of his friends and family?  

Book review of I Even Funnier 

 

The Lord Of Opium  

As the teenage ruler of his own country, Matt must cope with clones and cartels in 

this riveting sequel to the modern classic House of the Scorpion, winner of the 

National Book Award, a Newbery Honor, and a Printz Honor.  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySeh-d7Fg9k


CRSD Middle School Summer Reading List 2014                                                                                       
 

 The Pirate Captain’s Daughter 

"I always knew my father was a pirate and I always knew I wanted to be one, too." 

At age fifteen, Catherine's life is about to change. Her mother has just died and 

Catherine can't stand the thought of being sent to live with her aunt in Boston. She 

longs for a life of adventure. After she discovers her father's secret life as captain of 

the pirate ship Reprisal, her only thoughts are to join him on the high seas.  

 

Planet Middle School 

For twelve years, Joylin Johnson's life has been just fine, thank you very much. A 

game of basketball with the boys-especially her friend Jake-was all it took to put a 

smile on her face. Baggy jeans, T-shirt, and hair in a ponytail were easy choices. 

Then suddenly the world seemed to turn upside down, and everything changed at 

once. Her best girl friend is now flirting with her best guy friend. Her clothes seem 

all wrong. Jake is acting weird, and basketball isn't the same. And worst of all, 

there is this guy, Santiago, who appears from . . . where? What lengths will Joy go 

to-and whom will she become-to attract his attention? In short poems that perfectly 

capture the crazy feelings of adolescence and first crushes, award-winning author 

Nikki Grimes has crafted a delightful, often hilarious, heart tugging story. 
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 Strike Three, You’re Dead  

Lenny Norbeck is a die-hard baseball lover. Unfortunately, he's no player himself 

(according to him, he's "the worst there ever was.") But he'd make a heck of an 

announcer. He gets a lot of practice sitting with his best friends, Mike and Other 

Mike, watching Phillies games from their lawn couch—a sweet outdoor TV 

arrangement Mike's dad hooked them up with. Being a real announcer is his dream, 

and he gets his chance to prove himself when he enters an "Armchair Announcer" 

contest and wins. The prize: he gets to be the broadcaster, live, for one inning at a 

real Phillies game. The game goes very wrong, though. Before Lenny gets to do his 

inning, a young, promising pitcher fresh out of the minors literally drops dead on 

the mound. The official verdict is that he died of a heart attack, but Lenny has a 

hunch there's something more going on. So he and the Mikes set out to investigate. 

The suspects are many, and though the trio barks up the wrong tree a few times, 

they are always right on the heels of the real killer.  

Book trailer for Strike Three, You’re Dead 

 

The Thing About Luck  

Summer knows that kouun means “good luck” in Japanese, and this year her family 

has none of it. Just when she thinks nothing else can possibly go wrong, an 

emergency whisks her parents away to Japan—right before harvest season. 

Summer and her little brother, Jaz, are left in the care of their grandparents, who 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2DsV_bGN8Y
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come out of retirement in order to harvest wheat and help pay the bills. The thing 

about Obaachan and Jiichan is that they are old-fashioned and demanding, and 

between helping Obaachan cook for the workers, covering for her when her back 

pain worsens, and worrying about her lonely little brother, Summer just barely has 

time to notice the attentions of their boss’s cute son. But notice she does, and what 

begins as a welcome distraction from the hard work soon turns into a mess of its 

own. 

Cynthia Kadohata Reads The Thing About Luck 

 

 Ungifted  

When Donovan Curtis pulls a major prank at his middle school, he thinks he’s finally 

gone too far. But thanks to a mix-up by one of the administrators, instead of 

getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a 

special program for gifted and talented students. Although it wasn’t exactly what 

Donovan had intended, the ASD couldn’t be a more perfectly unexpected hideout 

for someone like him. But as the students and teachers of ASD grow to realize that 

Donovan may not be good at math or science (or just about anything), he shows 

that his gifts may be exactly what the ASD students never knew they needed.  

Book trailer for Ungifted 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-fLYC2cKWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5v1dFNJEQwE
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 Wake Up Missing  

Meet Quentin, a middle school football star from Chicago...  

Sarah, an Upstate New York girls' hockey team stand-out...  
Ben, a horse lover from the Pacific Northwest... 
And Cat, an artistic bird watcher from California.  

The four have nothing in common except for the head injuries that land them in an 

elite brain-science center in the Florida Everglades. It's known as the best in the 

world, but as days pass, the kids begin to suspect that they are subjects in an 

experiment that goes far beyond treating concussions and threatens their very 

identities.  

 

 Will In Scarlet  

Once the sheltered son of nobility, Will has become an exile. While his father, Lord 

Shackley, has been on the Crusades with King Richard, a treacherous plot to unseat 

Richard has swept across England, and Shackley House has fallen. Will flees the 

only home he's ever known into neighboring Sherwood Forest, where he joins the 

elusive gang of bandits known as the Merry Men. Among them are Gilbert, their 

cruel leader; a giant named John Little; a drunkard named Rob; and Much, an 

orphan girl disguised as a bandit boy. This is the story of how a band of misfit 

outlaws become heroes of legend - thanks to one brave 13-year-old boy. 


