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CR NEW TEACHER/SPECIALIST INDUCTION PROGRAM
In completing the first year of the Council Rock

Council Rock’s New Teacher/Specialist Induction
Program is truly distinctive. Developed in
partnership with Holy Family University, the unique
program, which has been running for fourteen
years, aims to professionally develop and
personally support participants. Council Rock
professional developers, Ann Bell DeMaio and
Shighla Jackson oversee the induction process that
follows a comprehensive three-year cycle with an
overarching emphasis on Charlotte Danielson’s A
Framework for Teaching.

New Teacher/Specialist Induction Program,
participants fulfill their state-mandated induction
requirement and gain three graduate credits from
Holy Family University, Council Rock's Induction
Program higher education partner.
Year two of the Council Rock New Teacher/
Specialist Induction Program focuses on
differentiated learning, with an accent on the
many ways that technology enhances
differentiation. Cohort members meet for threefull days in the course of their second year with
the district and build upon content covered in the
course of their first year.

In year one, new teachers and specialists
participate in a three-day summer orientation
designed to acclimate them to the district.
Inductees then meet for eleven, three-hour, night
sessions in the course of their first year. They are
introduced to relevant educational practices and
provided an overview of pertinent topics such as
the responsive classroom, restorative discipline,
special education rules /procedures, school law,
and the QPR – suicide prevention program.
During year one, participants also receive ongoing
professional coaching to help them become
reflective practitioners, and each is assigned a
mentor.

As year-three participants, cohort members
partake in four full-day workshops. The initial two
workshops focus on unit design and the merit of
professional collaboration, while the latter provide
deep dives into responsive classroom strategies
and restorative discipline techniques.
Council Rock currently has 25 professionals
participating in our year-one New Teacher/
Specialist Induction Program, 21 professionals in
year-two, and 20 professionals in year three.
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Comprehensive Planning Timeline

CR COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING
Council Rock is in the beginning stage of
developing a three-year comprehensive plan
that will be implemented in September 2019
and continue through August 2022. A statemandated process, school districts undergo
comprehensive planning every three years to
analyze progress made, envision new
conditions for educational success, and ensure
that all students are achieving at high levels.
Before a district moves forward with
comprehensive planning, it must look back. To
that end, members of the Council Rock
Central Office Administration Team are
currently reviewing the goals and objectives of
the 2015-2018 Comprehensive Plan. In doing
so, they are assessing which areas require
continued attention and considering what
types of new priorities should be incorporated
in the updated plan. This analysis will help
Council Rock Administration design a
framework that will drive all comprehensive
plan discussions and action steps. While the
framework is being developed, data will be
collected, as one of the hallmarks of
comprehensive planning is community input.
To better understand areas of strength and
opportunities for growth, the District will
collect information via an electronic survey that
will be made available to all stakeholders.
Administration will also convene a Steering
Committee of varying stakeholders to ensure
shared vision and authentic collaboration.
Please join us in the initial phase of our
comprehensive planning efforts by clicking on
the following link and taking the:

November 2018: Stakeholder Survey
Administered

Spring 2019: Districtwide Steering Committee
Convened

Spring 2019: Action Plans Developed by
Steering Committee

July 2019: DRAFT Version of Plan Posted on
Website for Public Review

August 2019: Plan Presented to School
Board for Approval and Submitted to
Pennsylvania Department of Education

CR 2019-22 Comprehensive Planning
Survey
September 2019: 2019-2022
Comprehensive Plan Implemented
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CR NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS
COUNCIL ROCK HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH
CR South Semifinalists
Bria DeSaro.
Una Donnelly **
Jennifer Guo
Zeke Hertz
Max Kroll.
Nathan Peysakhovich
Andrew Tillery
CR South Commended
Laura Floyd
Victoria Gribman
Christopher Guiher
Cynthia Mathai
Alan Prohorov**
Harrison Schwartz.
Kellen Shao**
Ryan Tong
Kathryn Treese
**Not in Photo

Council Rock proudly celebrates our students

Letters of Commendation in recognition of their

who recently earned National Merit Scholar
distinction. The district’s combined 2018 National

outstanding academic promise. In early
September, about 16,000 of the 50,000 high

Merit cohort totals an impressive 42 students.
Council Rock South National Merit Scholars were

scorers, are notified that they have qualified as
Semifinalists - the highest scoring entrants in each

recognized at the October School Board meeting.
The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an

state. In February, some 15,000 Semifinalists are
notified that they have advanced to Finalist

academic competition for recognition and
scholarships that began in 1955. High school

standing. The process concludes when the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation notifies

students enter the National Merit Program by
taking the Preliminary SAT/National Merit

approximately 7,500 Finalists that they have been
selected to receive a Merit Scholarship® award.

Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT) which serves
as an initial screen of approximately 1.6 million

Congratulations to all of our students who have
earned this outstanding academic distinction, and

entrants each year. Of the 1.6 million entrants,
some 50,000 qualify for recognition in the

the very best of luck to our 26 students combined
from CR North and CR South who are awaiting

National Merit® Scholarship Program. In
September, these high scorers are notified that

news on their Finalist status. Council Rock North
National Merit Scholars will be recognized at the

they have qualified as either a Commended
Student or Semifinalist. In late September, about

November School Board Meeting and featured in
the December edition of ROCK NEWS.

34,000 of the approximately 50,000 receive

(www.nationalmerit.org)
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CR GRADE LEVEL EMBRYOLOGY PROJECT
As part of their continued commitment to bring innovative STEAM
opportunities into CR classrooms district-wide, the Council Rock
Education Foundation (CREF) is pleased to share an experiential
learning project specifically designed to enhance the 4th-grade
STEM curriculum. Currently in its third year of implementation,
CREF’s Embryology Project, which is approved by the CR Science
Department, is made possible through a collaborative agreement
with the Penn State Extension Program and generous funding from
Customers Bank.

In completing the embryology project, students become researchers and scientists, as they
learn about the embryonic development of real live chicks. Each 4th grade classroom receives
an incubator system, complete with five to seven live avian eggs. For weeks, students observe
the eggs, record data, and then watch up close as the hatching process takes place before
their very eyes. Once hatched, students nurture their chicks for several days before they are
personally delivered to farms in Bucks County. The CREF Embryology Project annually
impacts up to eight hundred fourth grade students. Click HERE to view students from
Goodnoe Elementary excitedly experiencing one of their avian eggs hatch.

CR DIVERSITY TEAMS AWARDED
FOR THEIR CONTINUED WORK

The Peace Center recognized our teacher-led Diversity Teams from both Council Rock North and Council
Rock South High Schools at their recent gala on October 14. The Teams received certificates for their
outstanding work that focused on training their colleagues to have a deeper understanding of the
complexities of prejudice, bias, and racism.
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CR ROLLING HILLS ELEMENTARY RENOVATION PLANNING

As the next CR school to receive a renovation, steps are underway to meet the Rolling Hills Elementary
School’s planned completion date of June 2020. In October, the Northampton Planning Commission
approved the project which underwent a mandated Act 34 Hearing. In November, the project will be
presented to the Northampton Board of Supervisors, and in January it will officially go out to bid. Once
finished, Rolling Hills Elementary will join two other CR schools that hold LEED Gold distinction. To that
end, ACE Grant paperwork has been processed for an expected $2 million reimbursement for this
sustainable project. To date, the Rolling Hills project is on track to begin construction in Spring of 2019!

CR WRIGHTSTOWN ELEMENTARY RENOVATION PROJECT PROGRESS
Progress Update
Interior partitions in place in
renovated areas
Roof deck currently being
installed on the Gymnasium
Concrete slabs at new
additions scheduled for early
November
Roofing scheduled to start in
early November
Building enclosure on track

Top Left: Main entrance renovations
Top Right: Gymnasium entry - student drop off

for onset of winter weather

Bottom Left: Placement of structural steel
Bottom Right: Connecting corridor/gymnasium

On schedule to complete
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CR IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR YOU

November and December Redistricting Process Important Dates

November School Board Meeting: Presentation of the final recommendation to the Board (Public
Meeting)
December 13- Special Board Meeting for Redistricting: School Board vote on redistricting plan
(Public Meeting)

November CR Education Week Schedule

CR Parents/guardians are invited to visit CR classrooms on the following dates/times of day:
Monday, November 12 - Morning
Tuesday, November 13 - Afternoon
Wednesday, November 14 - Morning
Thursday, November 15 - Afternoon
See school websites for exact visitation times/sign up procedures.

CR To Incorporate 3-Hour Delay Schedule Option for Snow Days
Beginning this year, Council Rock will incorporate a 3-hour delay schedule into its inclement weather
options. The district has traditionally utilized a 2-hour delay on mornings that present a need for extra
time due to weather conditions. The newly added 3-hour delay could allow us, on certain days, to not
close schools when we otherwise would.

Keystone Exams Off Table for Now as Graduation Requirement
The Pennsylvania General Assembly has passed SB1095, essentially eliminating Keystone Exams as a

mandatory graduation requirement for now. Upon being signed into law by Governor Wolf, the bill
allows school districts flexibility for students who do not pass all three Keystone exams. In brief, there
will be several ways for a student to meet his/her graduation requirement. Senate Bill 1095 was the
culmination of recommendations from the Department of Education and collaboration with leaders in
the education community, including teachers and administrators.

Have Great CR December News to
Share or CR December Events You
wish to Promote?
Send Your December Story Ideas
and Event Flyers Now to
CR Community Relations
Specialist,
Susan O’Grady at
sogrady@crsd.org

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
SCHEDULE
Wednesday, November 21: Schools Closed Offices Open
Thursday, November 22: Schools Closed Offices Closed
Friday, November 23: Schools Closed Offices Closed
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CR NOVEMBER EVENTS

The world-famous Harlem Wizards will visit Council Rock South on Saturday, November 17 for an
afternoon of great fun and fundraising. The Wizards will play a game against TEAM ROCK - a team of
Council Rock School District teachers, principals, and administrators. This offers Council Rock families
from across the school district a unique opportunity to come together as a community for a game that
promises FUN for all.
The event will feature a variety of fun interactive extras to complement the Wizards' dazzling
demonstration of hoops artistry: Pregame "Wiz Kids" warm-up, contests, comedy, awesome slam-dunks,
audience participation, merchandise giveaways, and more. The game will conclude with the Wizards'
signature dance extravaganza that will have the crowd on their feet!
Tickets are priced as follows:
Student Admission $15
General Admission $15
Door Tickets $20
Courtside Reserved (Reserved ticket price) $30
To purchase tickets, and for more information, visit (www.harlemwizards.com)
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Cr South’s FOOTLOOSE

CR NOVEMBER EVENTS CONTINUED

November 15, 16 & 17
Click HERE for Show Information

Sock ‘n’ Buskin Theatre

Council Rock South’s

Proudly Presents

Golden Wings Theatre Company
Presents:

Simon Levy’s Stage Adaptation of

THE

GREAT

GATSBY

(215) 939-8693
www.crsd.org/gwtc

By F. Scott Fitzgerald

November 15, 16, & 17
Council Rock High School North 7PM
QR Code

*Tickets are subject to an online convenience fee.
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