
Trading Centers   
In the 1000s-1100s the population began to grow.  
Farmers were growing more food.
The number of foreign invaders had declined.
A retreat in polar ice had caused good weather.
Many peasants left the fields to work in the village.
They began to produce products.
Nobles began to trade western products for luxury goods from the east.
Sugar, spices, silk, and dyes.
Trading centers developed on sea routes.
The sea routes connected western Europe with the Mediterranean, Russia, and 
Scandinavia.
Two of the earliest and most important trading centers were Venice and Flanders.

Venice
Venice was an island port in the Mediterranean Sea.
It was near the coast of Italy.
It was founded in the 500s, by people fleeing from Germans.
They traded salted fish for wheat from Italy.
They traded with the Byzantines. 
They exported wheat, wine, and slaves.
They traded for fabrics and spices.
In the 1100s, Venice became a leading port.
Many Venetians became merchants.
They learned to read and write.
They learned to use money and keep records.
Eventually they had a banking system.
Italian towns began to make cloth.
They sent the cloth to Venice to be shipped.
Other Italian towns became shipping centers.
The Italian navy removed the Muslims from the Mediterranean Sea.
The Near East was open to Europe.
Italian trading towns argued about money and trade routes.
European Atlantic coast towns soon developed trade routes.
By 1530, they were more powerful than Italian towns.

Flanders
Was an area in modern Belgium of small towns.
The Flemish raised sheep.
They used the wool to weave cloth.
Flemish cloth was famous an in demand.
Flemish people built harbors where their rivers met the 
Atlantic.
They shipped their cloth to other lands.
Flanders became a stopping place for ships along the Atlantic 
trade route.

It was an important link in the Constantinople to the North Sea trade route.
By 1300, England was a trading partner of Flanders.



Flemish traders brought wool from England to be made into Flemish cloth.
The finished cloth was then shipped back to England.
Flanders developed an international business.

Merchants
Overland trade grew right along with sea trade. 
Italian towns sent goods over the Alps.
Flanders and Italy were connected.
Other trade routes spread over Europe.
The first merchants were adventurers.
For protection they traveled in armed groups.
To move their goods they used open wagons pulled by 
horses.

Marco Polo 1254-1324   
Marco Polo is famous for his travels through Asia. 
He was one of the first Europeans to travel into Mongolia and 
China. 
He became famous for his book that told the story of his travels 
along the Silk Road to China.

Early Life 
1254, Marco Polo was born in Venice, Italy. 

Journey to China
In 1271, when he was 17 years old, he traveled to Asia 
with his father and uncle. 
On this journey, he became a favorite of Kublai Khan, the 
Mongol Emperor. 
He roamed through Mongolia and China for 17 years. 
He traveled farther into China than any European had 
gone before. 
Finally, he took a ride to Persia and then back home. 
In all, he was gone for 24 years!

Back Home
In 1295, he returned to Venice.
He became a popular storyteller. 
People went to his home to hear his stories of his travels in the Far East. 

Marco Writes a Book
In 1298, there was a conflict between Venice and Genoa. 
Polo was captured by the Genoese and imprisoned by them. 
While in jail, Marco dictated the story of his travels to a writer who published the 
book, The Travels of Marco Polo. 
The book helped to make Europeans interested in trading with China and the Far East.
That led to the explorations of Columbus and others who were searching for a quicker 
way to sail to China and India. 



Living Conditions   
By the 1200s, wealthy towns replaced their palisades were replaced.
Walls and towers protected the town.
Towns were safer, but they were dirty, noisy, and crowded.
Public buildings of stone and houses of wood were all jammed inside 
the walls.
Houses had extra stories.
Garbage and raw sewage was thrown in the streets.
Rats were everywhere.

Black Death
In the 1300s, rats carrying the "Black Death" arrived on ships from the Middle East.
The disease killed 1/3 to 2/3 or 25 million of the people in Europe.
England took 200 years to recover.
To escape the plague, people left the towns and lived in the country.
Trading, farming, and war came to a stop.
Dogs, cats, chickens, oxen, donkeys sheep showed the same symptoms and died of 
the same disease.
No pigs or other animals were allowed in the town.
They were killed on sight.

Symptoms
The main symptom was a swelling of the lymph glands of the groin or 
armpits.
The swellings filled with pus and turned black, accounting for the 
name "The Black Death." 
A high fever accompanied the swelling along with coughing up blood 
and a pink rash.

"Corrupt Vapors"
A common belief was that the sickness was cause by "corrupt vapors."
This gave birth to the rhyme: 

Ring around the rosies, 
A pocket full of posies, 
Achoo! Achoo! 
We all fall down.

The first line refers to the pink rash.
The second, posies were carried to perfume the corrupt vapors. 

Sneezing was brought on by the high feverish chills.
Lastly death came to all.

Doctors
Doctors dressed in Plague garb to protect himself from this disease.



They wore a long leather coat with a hood and glove-covered hands.
They wore a mask like a bird.
The beak is stuffed with special herbs and the eyes are made of glass so that the 
disease cannot harm him. 

Burying the Dead
People are dropping dead in the streets and fields. 
No one could be found to bury the dead for money or friendship.
Great pits were dug and piled deep with the multitude of dead.
In many places the dead are so hastily buried that at night dogs dug them up and eat 
them. 
The cemeteries in some places became so full that the bodies are thrown into the 
river. 
Towns used local brigands, criminals and poor men to board up the housed of infected 
families. 

Jews Blamed for Plague
In Switzerland and western Germany Jews were blamed for the Black Death.
Jews were tortured to admit that they had poisoned the water in cities with the 
plague.
Thousands of Jews were hanged or burned to death.

Burgher Life
Merchants and artisans called "burghers" controlled the 
towns.
They hired workers from the country to make goods.
Burghers later meant rich merchants.
Daily life began with prayer at dawn.
The burgher went to the docks and markets to check on 
his products.
He had meetings with business partners.
The burgher's wife kept house, managed the servants, 
and cared for the children.
They ate two large meals a day.

One at 10 and one at 6.
They ate eels, roast beef, lark pastry, and curdled milk.
They went to bed a 9.

Changing Ways: Rise of the Burghers
Town land was owned by kings, nobles, and bishops.
They taxed the people to use the marketplace.
Burghers did not like this.
Burghers did not like to get permission to marry, move, own land.
They did not want to serve in the noble's army.
Nobles viewed towns as a threat.
Nobles tried to keep wealthy burghers in their place.
The Church was also against the growth of towns.



Burghers now had wealth.
They depended less on nobles.
Burghers were loyal to their town.
Burghers built schools, hospitals, and churches.
They demanded changes.

Communes and Charters
1100s, townspeople in Italy formed 
communes.
They worked against the nobles and tried to 
develop self-government.
The idea of communes spread to other towns 
of northern Europe.
Some kings and nobles gave towns charters 
to run their own town.
The charter allowed people to elect their own 
officials.
A council collected taxes.

They set the charges merchants had to pay.
The council repaired streets.
It ran hospitals, orphanages, and homes for the poor.
The town enforced their own laws.
They punished lawbreakers severely to deter crime.
Murderers were hanged.
Robbers had a hand or an arm cut off.
You were whipped or put in the stocks for minor crimes.

The Rise of Guilds   
Around the 1100s, merchants, artisans, and workers 
formed guilds.
Guilds made sure that their members were treated equally.
Each craft had its own guild.
They lived and worked in the same area of town.

Craft Guilds
Carpenters  Shoemakers  Blacksmiths  Masons  Tailors  Weavers

Women Workers
They had their own trade associations.
Laundresses  Seamstresses  Embroiderers  Maidservants

Guild Workers
Workers could not compete with each other.
They could not advertise.
Each member worked the same number of hours,
they hired the same number of workers.
The paid the same wages.



Guild Power
Guilds controlled all business and trade in the town.
Only members of the guild could buy, sell, or make 
goods there.
The guilds decided the prices.
If your goods were poorly made, or if you cheated in 
business you had to pay a fine.
They could be expelled from the guild.
The guild took care of its members.
Unemployed workers were given food.
Families of dead members were taken care of.

Guilds were the center of social life.
The Guild sponsored entertainment.

Membership in a Guild
Apprentice
To become a member of a guild you first became an apprentice.
You were a trainee in a trade for two to seven years.
Masters taught the apprentices to read and write.
The lived with and obeyed the master.
Masters provided the apprentice with clothing and a salary.
Journeyman
The journeyman worked under a master for a wage.
The journeyman would take a test to become a master.
Guild officials gave the test.
Journeymen  made and presented a "masterpiece."
If they passed they were a master.
Master
The master could make their own goods.
They could have their own shop.
They could train their own apprentices.

Cultural Changes 

Rise of the Merchants
During the 1400s, merchants, artisans, and bankers power grew.
This led to the decline in feudalism.
Some townspeople became richer than nobles.
Bankers lent money to kings, nobles, and church officials.
Merchants built mansions.
Some bought castles from nobles who needed money.

Fashion
Merchant wives set the fashion.
They wore furs and gowns made of brocade.



Brocade was woven cloth with raised designs.
Men dressed in colorful jackets, stockings, and feathered 
caps.

Leisure Time
Townspeople hired private teachers to educate their sons.
Their sons went to universities.
They studied law, religion, and medicine.
They enjoyed art and books.
They supported the work of painters and writers.
They used German, French, and English.

Literature

Dante wrote the Divine Comedy in Italian.
It is one of the most famous poems of the Middle Ages.

Geoffery Chaucer wrote the still popular Canterbury Tales in English.

Result of Cultural Change
Townspeople began to think differently from nobles and peasants.
They wanted to develop their talents.
They wanted to improve their way of life.
They wanted a strong central government.
They looked to kings to provide leadership.


