
The Franks: Clovis 
481 AD - 511 AD

Clovis
The Franks lived along the Rhine River.  
Unlike the Goths and the Vandals, the Franks did more than just fight and rule.  
The Franks farmed.  
In 481 AD Clovis was chosen ruler.  
Clovis was cruel and greedy. 
He was a good general and an able king.  
He brought all the Franks under one rule.  
Part of Clovis's empire became France. 
Clovis married the Christian, Clotilda.

Clotilda
St. Clotilda was the daughter of the Burgundian King Chilperic. 
Her father was Catholic and his brother, her uncle Gondebaud, was Arian. 
Arianism was a terrible heresy that infested the Church for several centuries. 
Clovis sent word that he was going to marry Clotilda.

Clovis Becomes a Christian
Clovis was the first Germanic kink to accept the Catholic Religion.   
The Frankish gods had not helped Clovis win battles.  
He decided that if he won his next battle he would become a Christian.  
Clovis's army one and he and 3000 soldiers converted.  
Soon all the Franks followed his example. 

Clovis and Christianity
Clovis had gained Roman support when he became a Christian.  
The Franks began speaking a language that was a form of Latin that became the 
modern French language.  
Now all the people practiced the same religion and spoke the same language.  
Clovis had the support of the Pope.  
Priests served in the government.  
Clovis's empire included France and western Germany.  
He set up his capital in Paris.
He wore purple robes similar to Roman Emperors. 

He made Latin the official language of the court.

The Franks: Charles the Hammer and Pepin

            

Charles the Hammer

688 - As Frankish kings grew weaker the "Mayor of the Palace" took over their rule.   
Charles "The Hammer" Martel led the Franks at the Battle of Tours in 732 AD.  



The Franks defeated the Arabs and Berbers that had conquered Spain in 711 AD.   
Christianity survived in western Europe.  

         
Pepin
741 AD, Charles dies and his son Pepin became Mayor of the Palace.  
Pepin removed the king and started a new dynasty.   
He was annointd with holy oil by the Pope.  
Pepin helped the pope when he defeated the Lombards.
Pepin gave the land of the Lombards in central Italy to the Pope. 
The Pope ruled much of Italian peninsula.

The Franks: Charles the Great
742 A.D. - 814 A.D.
  

Charlemagne

He was six feet four inches tall, and built to scale.  He had beautiful white hair, animated eyes, a 
powerful nose...a presence "always stately and dignified." Hewas temperate in eating and drinking, 
abominated drunkenness, and kept in good health despite every exposure and hardship.

                                                                                                                                 —Einhard 

Charlemagne  was born on April 2, 742 in Northern Europe. 
He was the grandson the grandson of Charles "The Hammer,"
He was tall in stature and had a muscular physic
He had a handsome face and blond hair. 
He carried himself nobly, at all times.  
Charlemagne, a very active man, enjoyed hunting, horseback riding, and 
swimming.  

Charlemagne Becomes King
Charlemagne became the king of the Franks in 769. 
He and his brother Carloman divided the kingdom in half.
In 711 AD, his brother died.
Charlemagne became the sole ruler of his father's kingdom at the age of twenty-nine.  

Enemies of the Franks
As a powerful and skilled warrior, Charlemagne fought the enemies of the Franks.  
First of all he finished a campaign in Aquitaine that Pepin the Short had started but never fully 
completed. 
In his campaign, Charlemagne entirely subdued the fierce inhabitants of Aquitaine.  
Later Charlemagne would fight the Lombards, the Saxons, the Saracens, the Bretons, Bavarians, the 



Slavs, the Huns, the Bohemians, and the Danes. 
By the end of Charlemagne's reign in 814, his empire, the Holy Roman Empire, covered the modern 
day countries of France, Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands, and parts of Italy, Germany, Austria, 
and Spain.  

30-Years War
One of his longest campaigns, which lasted thirty years, was against the Saxons.
The Saxons lived in northern Germany.  
The Saxons on his eastern frontier were pagans.  
They had burned down a Christian church and had made occasional incursions into Gaul. 
Those were three good reasons for for eighteen campaigns Charlemagne waged against the Saxons.  
Charles gave the conquered Saxons a choice between baptism and death.
He had 4500 Saxon rebels beheaded in one day. 

Arts and Learning
Charlemagne also respected liberal arts in spite of his warlike nature. 
He spoke well and easily.
He had learned Latin, Greek (although he understood it better than he spoke it).
He had studied grammar, rhetoric, dialectic, astrology, and mathematics.   
He did not know how to write.  
Charlemagne also was a devout Christian.

End of the Empire
Charles's son, Louis the Pious, became emperor. Counts and lords became independent.
They refused to listen to Louis.
843 AD, Treaty of Verdun, empire was divided among Louis's three sons.
Lothair, the oldest, became emperor.
the brothers were weak rulers.
The counts and nobles had most of the power.


