
CRSD District Wide Mailing List 
CRSD Release of Statewide PSSA and Keystone Exam Data 

Sent Thursday, September 29, 2016 at 6:13 PM 
 
To: CRSD List Serv 
 
 
Dear CR School Community- 
 
This afternoon the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) released each school’s 2016 PSSA and 
Keystone Exam results. We are proud of the hard work and dedication of our students, their teachers, 
and all CR stakeholders. We have results to show that the hard work paid off, and yet I will caution 
everyone to accept these results as another data point to be interpreted alongside numerous other data 
points, as well as a multitude of other indicators, of how our students are performing in our classrooms. 
It is our pleasure to teach our CR children every day, and that is something that can never be quantified. 
A high-level summary of CR-specific data that was released today is as follows: 
 
PSSA Assessments: 

 News from PDE today indicates that scores improved statewide on the PSSA assessments. 
Scores in CR improved more significantly than did the statewide averages. Our English Language 
Arts increase was 1.4%, whereas the statewide increase was 0.5%, and our Mathematics 
increase was 4.1%, compared with 2.6% statewide. This differential is noteworthy given that our 
scores are significantly higher than the statewide average scores. 

 Also noteworthy are our middle school scores, particularly in the area of Mathematics. Our 
three middle schools realized increases of 9.2% in 7th grade and 9.3% in 8th grade, respectively, 
in students achieving proficient or advanced.  

 
Keystone Exams: 

 Average increases in proficient + advanced scores are as follows:  
o Algebra I: +12.0% 
o Biology: +12.6% 
o Literature: +11.2% 

 In 2015 our average score across the three exams ranked in the top 25% of the state; in 2016 
the average statewide ranking is the top 7% of the state. 

 In 2016, both schools in all three subject areas scored in the top 10% in the state. 
 
School Performance Profiles: 
Please also know that School Performance Profiles (SPP) are scheduled to be released next week. As you 
might recall, PDE decided to not release elementary or middle school SPP scores last year due to the 
revised PSSA assessment that was implemented for the first time in 2014-15, and the very significant 
decrease in test scores that followed. Due to the change in exams, as well as changes in the SPP formula, 
it is impossible to compare scores from one year to the next, and I strongly encourage you to avoid 
doing so. Our results are obviously tending in a very positive direction, as noted above and also as 
reflected by our highest-ever Advanced Placement (AP) scores in the 2015-16 school year and the 
highest-ever ACT scores by the class of 2016.  
 

http://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/PSSA-Information.aspx#tab-1
http://www.education.pa.gov/Pages/PSSA-Information.aspx#tab-1


We will continue to analyze and make meaning out of the data that was released today, while keeping it 
in its proper perspective. Additionally, a more detailed data analysis presentation will be made at the 
School Board’s Academic Standards Committee meeting on Thursday, November 10, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Thank you, as always, for your support of our Council Rock Schools! It is an honor to serve the children 
of this community!  
 
Best regards- 
Robert  
 

 

Dr. Robert J. Fraser | Superintendent of Schools 
Council Rock School District | #TeamCR 
30 N. Chancellor Street | Newtown, PA 18940 
Phone: 215.944.1035 | Email: rfraser@crsd.org | Twitter: @fraser_robert 
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