
Mission Statement 

The CRSD Gifted Program enhances the 

educational experience for gifted students by 

focusing on the individual strengths of each 

student as a learner. In the pursuit of 

knowledge and wisdom, our program fosters 

creativity and innovative thinking in the 

development of self-directed and meaningful 

contributors in an ever changing global 

society. 

 

Shared Values 

The Council Rock School District Gifted 

Program will: 

 Meet students’ individual needs 

 Enrich student interest and abilities 

 Foster communication between 

educators, parents, and students 

 Provide a curriculum with appropriate 

rigor, challenge, and choice 

 Offer opportunities for academic 

interaction with like ability peers as well 

as the entire school community 

 Encourage critical and creative 

exploration of ideas 

 Approach instruction through inter-

disciplinary and thematic study 

 Enrich and accelerate when appropriate 

 Recognize the social and emotional 

characteristics of the learner 

 

Council Rock School 

District 

30 North Chancellor Street 

Newtown, PA 18940 

 

Phone:  215-944-1000 

Fax:  215-944-1061 

Creative Minds Creating a Positive Future 

 

Resources for Parents 

Making Great Kids Greater    by Dorothy A. Sick 

Gifted Kids Survival Guide: A Teen Handbook                    

by Judy Galbraith and Jim Delisle 

The Gifted Kids Survival Guide for ages 10 and under           

by Judy Galbraith, M.A. 

The Survival Guide for Parents of Gifted Kids                             

by Sally Yahnke Walker 

 

 

  Contact Information 

   David Heiser 

     Special Education Supervisor 

215-944-1077 

 
  Dr. Charles Lambert 

     Director of Special Education 

215-944-1065 

 

Dr. Daneyelle Jordan 

Richboro Elementary School Principal 

215-944-1669 
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Middle School Program 

The focus of thematic, inter-disciplinary 
instruction continues through the social studies 
class comprised of students identified as 
mentally gifted. 
 

 Grades 7 and 8 – daily 
Through curriculum compacting, students 
are able to explore areas in which they 
have a strength and/or strong interest.  
The compacting allows for additional time 
to be devoted to Challenge Based Learning 
(CBL) and/or Problem Based Learning 
(PBL).  This may or may not be connected 
to the social studies curriculum.    
 
Participating in CBL/PBL follows this 
general process:  
 

 Developing the Big Idea 

 Developing the correlated Essential 
Questions 

 Identifying the Challenge 

 Developing Guiding Questions, 
Guiding Activities, and Guiding 
Resources 

 Researching and Defining a Solution 

 Evaluation/Assessment 

 Publishing Solutions and Reflections 
 

Examples of topics include: 
 Sustainability: recycling of trash into 

an energy source 

 Health: inventing a lacrosse and 
football helmet to prevent 
concussions 

 Conflict: women’s rights and 
education in 3rd world countries 

 Wellness:  over population of dogs 
and cats, no-kill shelters 

   Economic: charitable contributions to          
  African countries – developing       
  awareness and a successful program 

   Education: traditional teaching vs. the     
  over-use of technology in teaching 

 

 

 

 

Elementary Program 
Students may attend a social studies class 

comprised of students identified as mentally 

gifted.  Research has shown the importance of 

time with like-ability peers in gifted 

programming. 

 

 Grades 2 and 3 – two times per week 

 Grades 4 through 6 – daily  

 

The program focuses on the content of the social 

studies curriculum.  Through curriculum 

compacting, teachers are able to provide 

opportunities for acceleration and enrichment.  

Additionally, our curriculum coordinators in all 

subject areas as well as our math and literacy 

specialists coordinate with the gifted support 

teachers in providing instruction.  Through a 

thematic, multi-disciplinary approach, students 

benefit from integration of a variety of content 

areas into the program.   

 

High School Program 

The focus of thematic, inter-disciplinary 
instruction continues through the social studies 
class comprised of students identified as 
mentally gifted. 
 

 Grade   9: Honors American Studies 1 

 Grade 10: Honors American Studies 2 

 Grade 11: Honors Modern World History 

 Grade 12: Honors Philosophy 

 

 

Program Overview 

The Council Rock School District offers 
programming that supports acceleration and 
enrichment for students based on their 
individual strengths and needs.  This falls into 
several components.   
 
There is an opportunity for instruction in a 

class of students with similar cognitive ability.  

This gifted support class is based within the 

social studies curriculum.  The GIEP team 

determines whether a child will participate as 

part of his/her program.  Opportunities for 

interdisciplinary acceleration and enrichment 

are available through the gifted support class.   What About 

Social/Emotional Issues? 

Because gifted children demonstrate greater 
maturity in some domains over others, they may 
at times be at greater risk for social-emotional 
difficulties.  This may include heightened 
awareness, anxiety, perfectionism, stress, issues 
with peer relationships, and concerns with 
identity and fit.  Parents, adults, and caregivers 
need to help shape a strong framework for 
social-emotional health.   
Keep in mind: 

 A child gifted in one area does not 

mean he or she is gifted in all areas 

 Giftedness can lead to the masking and 

misunderstanding of signs of other 

problems 

 Adults need to model balance and set 

the tone to reduce stress/anxiety in 

the gifted child's life 

 We should teach children strategies 

and provide tools for dealing with the 

ebb and flow of life 

- See more at: http://www.nagc.org/resources-

publications/resources-parents/social-emotional-

issues#sthash.XfwA4805.dpuf  
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