
TO AP WORLD HISTORY STUDENTS FOR THE 2020-2021 ACADEMIC YEAR AT 
COUNCIL ROCK HIGH SCHOOL NORTH: 

  

Welcome to AP World History.  I hope it will be a year of  
challenges met and new vistas in history opened for all of  
you.  Since the course covers such a huge span of  history, you 
are required to begin engaging the material through a series of  
online lectures and exercises. You will be signing up for the 
online module we will use throughout the year.  
How to Sign Up for Haiku/Power Learning:  

• Follow the links on my CR Website or go to https://www.myhaikuclass.com/missmallon/
apworldhistory/signup and entering KTBDF. 

• Use your real name when registering for the module. It is a private account and your 
identity will be protected.  

• Sign up ASAP so you know the site works for you. Reach out to me with any issues 
accessing the site. 

• To access Haiku after signup, use the link on my main AP World website. 
• Follow the instructions under the "Foundations" tab once you've entered the AP World 

site. Watch the online lectures, complete reading, and answer the corresponding 
questions, complete the comparative chart and terms all found on that page. Due first day 
of school! 

• Under the “Classical” tab, there are another series of lectures and assignments that will be 
due within the first two weeks of school. I highly recommend starting those early so you 
are not overwhelmed with work. The assignments that will be due early on are marked 
“Summer.” 

Extra Credit: You also have an opportunity to earn 40 points of extra credit. I HIGHLY 
RECOMMEND THIS! This book is not only extremely helpful in introducing you to the 
course, but this is the only extra credit I offer and it is helpful to have this buffer to you can 
focus on LEARNING and not obsess over your grade.  

I am looking forward to meeting you and to a productive and enlightening year for all of  us! 
All the best!   
Ms. Mallon 

Themes of World History: detailed below are the main themes and the next bulleted list 
includes the types of historical evidence that “counts” as evidence for that theme. 



This will be important for understanding information in online lectures and answering 
questions.



Theme 1: Humans and the Environment
• Demography and disease
• Migration
• Patterns of settlement
• Technology used to manipulate environment

Theme 2: Culture
• Religions
• Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies
• Science and technology
• The arts and architecture

Theme 3: Governance
• Political structures and forms of governance
• Empires
• Nations and nationalism
• Revolts and revolutions
• Regional, transregional, and global structures and organizations

Theme 4: Economic
• Agricultural and pastoral production
• Trade and commerce
• Labor systems
• Industrialization
• Capitalism and socialism

Theme 5: Social Interactions and Organizations
• Gender roles and relations
• Family and kinship
• Racial and ethnic constructions
• Social and economic classes

Theme 6: Technology and Innovation
• New tools and techniques that improve medicine, engineering, craft, etc
• New scientific ideas and philosophies
• Communication technologies such as writing, printing, radio, tv, internet



Extra Credit: up to 40 points 

In order to better prepare you for this challenge we are requiring you to read an excellent and 
thought provoking book that looks at the history of the world through the humble beverages 
that are introduced and framed by various time periods, and then effect historical processes in 
later time periods.  We traditionally don’t give a second thought to the beverages that we 
consume or the impact that they had or will have on history- BUT you will see over the course 
of our year together, that nothing is insignificant.  Culture in all of its permutations- politics, 
economics, language, religion, art, society- is presented as a glorious web of interaction that 
moves through time in pieces or as a whole but always influencing the history of a people, 
region or ultimately the world.

The skills that are required for success in the class include:  close reading of texts and 
documents, analyzing history by looking at comparison and change over time, and 
understanding the context within which history unfolds.  For extra credit, 
you will read, annotate, answer the questions below, and attend an after 
school book discussion on “A History of the World in 6 Glasses”

• Read and lightly annotate:

Standage, Tom. A History of the World in 6 Glasses. New York: 
Walker and Company, 2005. 

Amazon.com and BN.com the price lists for just over $10 in paperback.  
Used editions are 1/2 off or more.  
Nook version is $10. Audiobook version available.  
Paperback: 311 pages  
Publisher: Walker Publishing Company; trade paper, later printing edition (May 16, 2006)  
ISBN-10: 0802715524  
ISBN-13: 978-0802715524

MAKE SURE YOU ARE ANNOTATING WHILE YOU READ! If you are 
borrowing the book from a library, use sticky notes to annotate. If you are 
using a digital version, keep annotations in a small separate notebook.



Extra Credit Guided reading: Briefly answer the following questions with specific details 
from the book. You will also be required to participate in an afterschool discussion to get full 
credit for reading the book.

Chapter 1 - Beer 

1.How is the discovery of beer linked to the growth of the first “civilizations”?
2.What sources does the author use to gather his information on the use of beer?
3.What were some of the uses of beer by ancient cultures? Nourishment? Ritual? 

Religious?
4.What is the relationship between beer and writing, commerce, and health?

Chapter 2 - Wine 

1.How did the use of wine differ from that of beer in ancient Greece and Rome?
2.How and why did wine develop into a form of a status symbol in Greece?
3.How did the use of wine in Roman culture differ from that of ancient Greece?
4.What is the relationship between wine and empire, medicine, and religion?

Chapter 3 - Spirits 

1.What is the origin of distilled spirits?
2.What is the connection between spirits and colonization?
3.How was the production of spirits connected to slavery?
4.In the 18th century, how did spirits help Britain have a more superior navy than France?
5.How did rum play a role in the American Revolution?

Chapter 4 - Coffee 

1.Why was it so important to Europe’s development that many people’s beverage of 
choice switched from alcohol to coffee?

2.How did coffee play a pivotal role in the scientific revolution? (give lots of detail)
3.How did coffee play a pivotal role in the ‘financial revolution’?
4.How did coffee play a pivotal role in the French Revolution? (give lots of detail and go 

into the Enlightenment)

Chapter 5 - Tea 

1.When did tea first become a mainstream drink in Asia? In Europe?
2.How did the consumption of tea in Europe differ from how it was consumed in China 

or Japan?
3.How was tea an integral part of the Industrial Revolution?
4.What was the connection between tea and politics?
5.How was tea connected to the opium trade and the Opium War of 1839-1842?



6.What role did the tea trade and production play in the British rule over India?
Chapter 6 - Coca-Cola 

1.What was the origin of coke?
2.How was this beverage used medicinally and what were the additives?
3.What was the relationship of coke and World War II?
4.What is meant by “globalization in a bottle”?
5.How did Coco-Cola become basically seen as an American value? How did this help 

and hurt Coca-Cola (and, in some ways, America itself?)
Epilogue- Water

1. Describe how the scientific advancement s of the 19th century brought this history of 
beverages full circle.

2. Which water’s quality is more tightly controlled- tap or bottled?

3. How many people have no access to safe water today?

4. How has access to water affected international relations?

Reflection Questions: Write a paragraph for each question

1. How did reading this book change or challenge your previous conception of world 
history?

2. Although Standage incorporates a lot of the world into this book, how could one argue 
that this history is still very limiting in its scope of world history?

3. The framework of this book is understanding history through the lens of major beverage 
commodities. What other global commodities would be interesting to use as a 
framework for exploring world history? Explain your choice.




