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Armstrong, Kelley.  The Gathering, Darkness Rising, Book 1   Grade 10-12 

The suspense rarely lets up, and fans of Armstrong's Otherworld novels will enjoy 

the parallels between Chloe and her supernatural friends' adventures and those of 
their grown-up counterparts. Strange things are happening in Maya's tiny 
Vancouver Island town. First, her friend Serena, the captain of the swim team, 

drowns mysteriously in the middle of a calm lake. Then, one year later, mountain 
lions are spotted rather frequently around Maya's home—and her reactions to them 

are somewhat . . . unexpected. Her best friend, Daniel, has also been experiencing 
unexplainable premonitions about certain people and situations. It doesn't help that 
the new bad boy in town, Rafe, has a dangerous secret, and he's interested in one 

special part of Maya's anatomy—her paw-print birthmark. 

 

Benoit, Charles.  You   Grade 9-10 

Fifteen-year-old Kyle is a member of the “hoodies.” So named for their ubiquitous 

hooded sweatshirts, they are the slackers/burnouts/freaks common to every high 
school. In fact, Kyle would be the first to admit his commonness—he gets picked on 
by bullies, he serves detention, he pines after a girl. The deadness he feels is 

impinged upon by the arrival of Zack, a private-academy transfer who wears sports 
coats, quotes philosophers, laughs at Shakespeare, and seems to have every 

student and teacher in the palm of his hand. Zack takes on Kyle as a sort of 
project, but his swank parties and daring escapades soon turn to deeds far darker. 

 

Billingsley, Franny.  Chime   Grade 11-12 

Since her stepmother's recent death, 17-year-old Briony Larkin knows that if she 

can keep two secrets--that she is a witch and that she is responsible for the 

accident that left Rose, her identical twin, mentally compromised--and remember to 

hate herself always, no other harm will befall her family in their Swampsea 

parsonage at the beginning of the twentieth century. The arrival of Mr. Clayborne, a 

city engineer, and his university-dropout son, Eldric, makes Briony's task difficult. 

Clayborne's plan to drain the swamp has made the Old Ones unhappy, particularly 

the Boggy Mun, who has plagued the village's children with swamp cough in 
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retaliation. When Rose's lingering illness turns into a cough, Briony knows that she 

must do whatever it takes, even revealing her secrets, to save her sister. While 

thwarting the advances of an arsenic-addicted suitor, Briony must also deny her 

feelings for Eldric, even as he helps her solve the puzzle that has become her life. 

 

Bondoux, Anne-Laure.  A Time of Miracles   Grade 9-12 

Blaise Fortune has gone by the name Koumaïl for most of his life with Gloria in the 

war-torn Republic of Georgia. Although he loves her like a mother, he enjoys 

hearing the story of how she rescued him from a train that had derailed and his 

French mother, a passenger, died, and he dreams of the day he will find his real 

family. When the Soviet Union collapses, Gloria and Koumaïl begin a long, perilous 

journey to France where she believes he can live the life he deserves, without the 

stress and strife of war.  When Gloria tells Koumaïl to hide in a truck, he makes it 

to France but she is left behind. As he grows from a child into an adolescent, 

Koumaïl begins to wonder more about his true identity, and the novel culminates 

nine years later with a heartbreaking realization. 

 

Bryant, Jen.  The Fortune of Carmen Navarro   Grade 9-12 

Bizet’s opera Carmen gets a modern retelling in Bryant’s brisk novel about the 

intoxicating gypsy who refuses to belong to any man. Carmen Navarro is a high-

school dropout working at a convenience store while she writes music with her 

band, Gypsy Lovers, and waits for her big break. Ryan Sweeny is a conscientious 

junior at Valley Forge Military Academy whose future has been mapped out for him 

for as long as he can remember. When their paths cross, the connection is 

instantaneous. Ryan develops an intense passion for the beautiful girl. Carmen 

finds an unlikely muse in the shy cadet. Their relationship is observed by their 

closest friends, Maggie and Will, who know them well enough to realize that things 

will not end happily. 

 

Carroll, Michael.  The Ascension: A Super Human Clash    Grade 9-10 

They'd done it. Not only had Roz, Abby, Lance, and Thunder survived their first 

battle with a super villain, they'd defeated him. Krodin was dead, and they had 

saved the world. Now everything could go back to normal-good old, boring normal. 
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But three weeks later, the world suddenly changes. The United States is under 

martial law, the people are little more than drones, and where Central Park should 

be there now stands a massive glass-and-steel building, home to the all-powerful 

Chancellor. In Michael Carroll's follow-up to the acclaimed Super Human, the world 

has been remade in the Chancellor's image, and it's about to get much, much 

worse. Only this young band of heroes has a chance of stopping him, but can they 

return the world to what it was, or will they be stranded in this alternate world 

forever? 

 

Cooper, Michelle.  The FitzOsbornes in Exile: The Montmaray Journals, Book 

II   Grade 9-10 

Michelle Cooper combines the drama of pre-War Europe with the romance of 

debutante balls and gives us another compelling historical page turner.  Sophia 

FitzOsborne and the royal family of Montmaray escaped their remote island home 

when the Germans attacked, and now find themselves in the lap of luxury. Sophie's 

journal fills us in on the social whirl of London's 1937 season, but even a princess in 

lovely new gowns finds it hard to fit in. Is there no other debutante who reads?! 

And while the balls and house parties go on, newspaper headlines scream of war in 

Spain and threats from Germany. No one wants a second world war.  

 

Donnelly, Jennifer.  Revolution   Grade 9-12 

Jennifer Donnelly's remarkable new novel, weaves together the lives of Andi Alpers, 

a depressed modern-day teenager, and Alexandrine Paradis, a brave young woman 

caught up in the French Revolution. While in Paris with her estranged father, a 

Nobel geneticist hired to match the DNA of a heart said to belong to the last 

dauphin of France, Andi discovers a diary hidden within a guitar case--and so 

begins the story of Alexandrine, who herself had close ties to the dauphin. 

Redemption and the will to change are powerful themes of the novel, and music is 

ever present--Andi and Alex have a passion for the guitar, and the playlist running 

through Revolution is a who's who of classic and contemporary influences. 

 

 

 



Council Rock School District Libraries 

High School 

Summer Reading List 2011 

 

Eggers, Dave.  Zeitoun    Grade 11-12 

The story of one man’s experience after Hurricane Katrina, Eggers draws an 

indelible picture of Bush-era crisis management. Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a successful 

Syrian-born painting contractor, decides to stay in New Orleans and protect his 

property while his family flees. After the levees break, he uses a small canoe to 

rescue people, before being arrested by an armed squad and swept powerlessly 

into a vortex of bureaucratic brutality. When a guard accuses him of being a 

member of Al Qaeda, he sees that race and culture may explain his predicament. 

 

Herbach, Geoff.  Stupid Fast   Grade 9-10 

Fifteen-year-old Felton Reinstein has always been on the smallish side, but in his 

sophomore year he starts growing...and growing. During gym one day he smokes 
the football jocks in a 600-yard race. Felton has never been interested in sports, 

but there's no doubt-he is "stupid fast." As he juggles his newfound athletic 
prowess, his mom's sudden depression, an annoying little brother, and his first 
love, he discovers a shocking secret about his past which explains why he's turning 

out the way he is. 

 

Johnson, J.J.  This Girl Is Different   Grade 11-12 

This girl is different... That’s what Evie has always told herself and it’s true. Home-
schooled by her counter culture mom, she s decided to see what high school is like 

for the first time for her senior year. And what a year it is. As it turns out, it’s not 
just Evie who’s Different. Lots of people are. Many of her assumptions about others 

are turned on their heads as she makes friends with kids her own age for the first 
time, discovers what s good and what s bad about high school, and learns lessons 
about power and its abuse both by the administration and by Evie herself. 

 

Laird, Elizabeth.  The Betrayal of Maggie Blair   Grade 9-10 

In seventeenth-century Scotland, saying the wrong thing can lead to banishment—
or worse. Accused of being a witch, sixteen-year-old Maggie Blair is sentenced to be 
hanged. She escapes, but instead of finding shelter with her principled, patriotic 

uncle, she brings disaster to his door. 
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Lynch, Chris.  Hothouse   Grade 11-12 

Hundreds of YA books deal with the loss of a parent, but few situate that grief 
within a community as expertly as Lynch's latest. When we meet 17-year-old Russ, 
his dad is already dead. A member of the beloved local firehouse known as the 

“Hothouse,” he was one of two firefighters killed during an attempted rescue. The 
town opens its heart to the men's two sons: their money is no good anywhere, 

beers are handed to them at parties, and the word hero is applied not just to their 
fathers but to them as well. But did the town rush to lionize its fallen? 

 

Marchetta, Melina.  Finnikin of the Rock   Grade 9-10 

Finnikin, son of the head of the King's Guard, has been in exile for a decade, after 

the violent takeover of his birthplace, Lumatere, by a usurper, followed by a curse 
by a priestess that has effectively shut the kingdom off from the outside world. He 
meets a mysterious young woman, Evanjalin, who claims that Finnikin's friend 

Balthazar, heir to the throne, is alive, and sets in motion a complex and stirring 
series of events that lead Finnikin to confront his destiny. Evanjalin uses her ability 

to "walk the sleep" of others, or share in their dreams, as well as her own boldness 
and sense of purpose, to push events to a climax so that Lumatere can be freed. 

This novel begins at a slow burn: there are many details to absorb, and the well-
drawn maps are a necessity. Then, suddenly, the action turns white-hot and the 
intricate plot plays out at a pace that keeps readers mesmerized. 

 

McBridae, Lish.  Hold Me Closer, Necromancer   Grade 9-10 

Horror humor at its best!  This sometimes goofy, sometimes gory debut novel 
introduces Sam, a fast-food employee in Seattle who has grown up unaware of his 
ability to raise the dead. After a bizarre encounter with a customer, he gets a 

beating from a stranger, and his coworker shows up missing her body below the 
neck (a misfortune that does not affect her positive attitude). It seems that 

Douglas, an evil local necromancer, has become aware of Sam's powers and views 
him as a threat. With the help of his friends—and a very attractive werewolf girl—
Sam must try to tap into his necromancing abilities to beat Douglas at his own 

game. 
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McDowell, Beck.  Last Bus Out   Grade 10-12 

The true story of Courtney Miles' rescuer of over 300 people in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Katrina. While government officials posed for cameras, a boy from the 

projects with no driver's license stepped up and showed what "drive" is all about. 

LAST BUS OUT tells how Courtney Miles stole a bus, charged past a police 

roadblock, and argued with a National Guardsman who threatened to lock him in 

the makeshift jail at the Greyhound Bus Station. Sick with worry about his missing 

grandmother, he drove his passengers to safety, then went back into the city at 

midnight to help others. Courted by gangs who knew he was hungry, "Streets", as 

he was nicknamed for his solitary life on the streets, lived apart and kept his record 

clean - until the day he risked his freedom to save his neighbors. Courtney's 

passengers describe hacking their way through attics, fighting rats and snakes for 

dry roof space, wading past bloated dead bodies in toxic waters, and searching for 

missing family members while grieving for loved ones lost. 

 

Mulligan, Andy.  Trash   Grade 9-10 

In an unnamed Third World city, Rat, Raphael, and Gardo live with thousands of 

other kids like them in a garbage dump, where they dig through the detritus 

looking for anything that could be profitable. When an important person loses 

something valuable in the refuse, the three boys embark on an engrossing, 

sobering mystery characterized by stealing, lying, and police brutality as well as 

generosity, trust, and ingenuity. 

 

Napoli, Donna Jo.  The Smile   Grade 11-12 

The identity of the woman the world calls Mona Lisa has ignited speculation since 

Leonardo da Vinci created her portrait and left it untitled, unsigned, and undated. 

In this richly embroidered romance set in Renaissance Florence, Napoli imagines 

the young life of the woman behind the famous smile. Thirteen-year-old Elisabetta, 

the daughter of a wealthy silk merchant, is starting to think of marriage when 

Leonardo da Vinci, a family friend, introduces her to young heir Giuliano de’ Medici. 

The teenagers share an instant attraction that deepens into friendship and, finally, 

love. Political turmoil that escalates into war threatens the young romance, though, 

and Elisabetta is caught between her passionate attachment to Giuliano and her 

dutiful obligations to her family. Napoli skillfully draws readers into the vibrant 
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settings, from opulent Florentine palaces to rustic hillside villas, with tangible, 

sensory details that enliven the novel’s intriguing references to history and art. 

 

Ostlere, Cathy   Karma   Grade 9-12 

After her Hindu mother’s suicide, 15-year-old Maya and her Sikh father travel from 

Canada to India for a traditional burial. The year is 1984, and on the night of their 

arrival in New Delhi, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi is assassinated by her Sikh 

guards. When the city erupts in chaos, both Maya and her father find themselves in 

great danger. Through a sequence of horrifying events, father and daughter are 

separated, and Maya is left alone in a violent foreign country where she must rely 

on the help of strangers to reach safety. In her YA debut, acclaimed adult author 

Ostlere offers a riveting, historically accurate coming-of-age tale of gutsy survival, 

self-sacrifice, and love. 

 

Ottaviani, Jim.  Feynman   Grade 9-12 

Richard Feynman: physicist . . . Nobel winner . . . bestselling author . . . safe-

cracker.  

In this substantial graphic novel biography, First Second presents the larger-than-

life exploits of Nobel-winning quantum physicist, adventurer, musician, world-class 

raconteur, and one of the greatest minds of the twentieth century: Richard 

Feynman. Written by nonfiction comics mainstay Jim Ottaviani and brilliantly 

illustrated by First Second author Leland Myrick, Feynman tells the story of the 

great man’s life from his childhood in Long Island to his work on the Manhattan 

Project and the Challenger disaster. Ottaviani tackles the bad with the good, leaving 

the reader delighted by Feynman’s exuberant life and staggered at the loss 

humanity suffered with his death. 

 

Patrick, Cat.  Forgotten   Grade 9-11  

Each night at precisely 4:33 am, while sixteen-year-old London Lane is asleep, her 

memory of that day is erased. In the morning, all she can "remember" are events 

from her future. London is used to relying on reminder notes and a trusted friend to 

get through the day, but things get complicated when a new boy at school enters 



Council Rock School District Libraries 

High School 

Summer Reading List 2011 

 

the picture. Luke Henry is not someone you'd easily forget, yet try as she might, 

London can't find him in her memories of things to come. When London starts 

experiencing disturbing flashbacks, or flash-forwards, as the case may be, she 

realizes it's time to learn about the past she keeps forgetting-before it destroys her 

future. 

  

Perkins, Mitali.  Bamboo People   Grade 9-10 

When 15-year-old Chiko is pressed into military service by the Burmese 
government, he finds himself involved in an ongoing war with the Karenni people, 

one of the many ethnic minorities in modern Burma. A scholar, not a soldier, Chiko 
soon gets wounded and finds himself at the mercy of Tu Reh, an angry Karenni boy 

only slightly older than he is. Will these two teens, who should be natural enemies, 
find a way to friendship? Perkins' latest novel—told in the individual voices of the 
two boys—explores that possibility while introducing a considerable amount of 

factual and contextual information about present-day Burma. 

 

Preus, Margi.  Heart of a Samurai   Grade 9-10 

A Japanese teenager living in the mid-19th century bridges two worlds in this 
stunning debut novel based on true events. Manjiro and his fellow fishermen find 

refuge on a remote island after a storm destroys their ship. When they are rescued 
by an American whaleboat captain and given the chance to return home with him, 

Manjiro accepts the offer. His encounters with a land that he has been taught is 
barbaric and his subsequent efforts to return to Japan shape him into an admirable 
character. Preus places readers in the young man's shoes, whether he is on a ship 

or in a Japanese prison. 

 

Reinhardt, Dana.  The Things  a Brother Knows   Grade 11-12 

Levi Katznelson's older brother, Boaz, is home after three years as a Marine. He has 
been changed by the experience, which emerges bit by bit through his behaviors 

but not through his words. That's because he rarely speaks. He is home, in his 
room, and doesn't come out often. The radio is on static. He won't ride in cars. He 

won't see his ex-girlfriend. Levi can hear him screaming at night. The book isn't just 
about a traumatized soldier; it's about how everyone he knows and cares about is 
impacted by his changes. When Boaz finally leaves the house and tells the family 



Council Rock School District Libraries 

High School 

Summer Reading List 2011 

 

that there's something that he must do, Levi follows him, not knowing his 
destination. During the several days that the brothers walk, he tries to reconnect to 
the brother he loved and possibly to save him from his internal torment. 

 

Restrepo, Bettina.  Illegal   Grade 9-10 

Nora is on a desperate journey far away from home. When her father leaves their 

beloved Mexico in search of work, Nora stays behind. She fights to make sense of 

her loss while living in poverty—waiting for her father's return and a better day. 

When the letters and money stop coming, Nora decides that she and her mother 

must look for him in Texas. After a frightening experience crossing the border, the 

two are all alone in a strange place. Now, Nora must find the strength to survive 

while aching for small comforts: friends, a new school, and her precious 

quinceaÑera. 

 

Revis, Beth.  Across The Universe   Grade 10-12 

Imagine leaving everything behind in order to be with the people you love, only to 

be left with nothing. Amy and her parents have been cryogenically frozen to be 

awakened in 300 years when their spaceship reaches the planet they will colonize. 

Unfortunately, Amy is unfrozen 50 years too soon. Her parents are too critical to 

the colony to awaken early, so by the time she sees them again, she will be older 

than they are. The culture on the spaceship is unfamiliar and everyone Amy meets 

is either an emotionless drone or lives in the mental ward. But there is little time 

for her to grieve the loss of her former life, because someone is thawing other 

colonists and leaving them to die. In order to find the murderer, Amy must join 

forces with Elder, the teenage future leader of the ship. 

 

Rijckeghem, Jean-Claude van.  A Sword In Her Hand   Grade 11-12 

As the murmur of prayers fills the icy room, mother and baby seem doomed. When 

the newborn finally struggles into the world, the Count of Flanders flees in a rage. 

The child is not the expected male heir -- but a girl. Growing up under the 

disapproving eye of her heartless father, the strong-willed Marguerite instinctively 

learns to survive in the fierce and violent male world of the Middle Ages, with its 

pagan rituals and bloody fights to the death. When her father demands that she 
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wed a man she detests, the young countess uses all her cunning to stop the 

marriage. The only thing she cannot conquer is the plague, which marches across 

the land killing thousands, including the man she loves. Based on a real character, 

this colorful story is told with sharp humor and is filled with dramatic intensity. The 

final scene in the book, in which Marguerite and her father engage in a savage 

sword fight, will remain engrained in readers' memories.  

 

 

 

 

Saenz, Benjamin.  Last Night I Sang to the Monster   Grade 11-12 

At 18, Zach finds himself in a therapeutic residential program as both an alcoholic 

and a post-traumatic-stress patient. In evocative and compelling language, Sáenz 

allows an at-first barely articulate, almost amnesiac Zach to show his progress 

toward remembering and integrating his past into a present with which he can 

cope. 

 

Sedgwick, Marcus.  Revolver   Grade 10-12 

Sedgwick’s historical mystery, set in the Arctic Circle in 1899 and 1910, makes 

good use of the word chilling. Outside their remote Scandinavian village, Sig’s 

father dies of exposure after trying to rush home across a frozen lake. The reason 

for his carelessness becomes apparent to Sig when a hulking beast of a man arrives 

at their tiny shack with a Colt revolver, demanding his share of a stolen wealth of 

gold. But Sig has his own Colt hidden in the storeroom, and some very pressing 

questions. Who is this brute at the door? Is there really a hidden treasure? And, 

most importantly, can he bring himself to use that revolver to save himself and his 

family? As the claustrophobic tension in the Arctic cabin mounts, Sedgwick doles 

out bits of backstory set a decade earlier in the Alaska gold rush, and the climax 

reveals that there hasn’t been a single superfluous detail in the intricate, freezer-

burn buildup. 

 

Sepetys, Ruta.  Between Shades of Gray   Grade 10-12 
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Sepetys' first novel offers a harrowing and horrifying account of the forcible 

relocation of countless Lithuanians in the wake of the Russian invasion of their 

country in 1939. In the case of 16-year-old Lina, her mother, and her younger 

brother, this means deportation to a forced-labor camp in Siberia, where conditions 

are all too painfully similar to those of Nazi concentration camps. Lina's great hope 

is that somehow her father, who has already been arrested by the Soviet secret 

police, might find and rescue them. A gifted artist, she begins secretly creating 

pictures that can--she hopes--be surreptitiously sent to him in his own prison camp. 

Whether or not this will be possible, it is her art that will be her salvation, helping 

her to retain her identity, her dignity, and her increasingly tenuous hold on hope for 

the future. Many others are not so fortunate. Sepetys, the daughter of a Lithuanian 

refugee, estimates that the Baltic States lost more than one-third of their 

populations during the Russian genocide. Though many continue to deny this 

happened, Sepetys' beautifully written and deeply felt novel proves the reality is 

otherwise.  

 

Stratton, Allan.  Borderline   Grade 9-10 

Fifteen-year-old Sami Sabiri is a typical suburban teen. He is a good student, has a 

close group of friends, and struggles to live up to his father's expectations. He faces 

some bullying at school because of his Muslim faith, and does not get the support 

from the administration to stop it. When his dad cancels a planned trip to Toronto 

with him, Sami begins to suspect he might be having an affair. He checks up on 

him and unknowingly stirs up a completely different investigation of the man's 

behavior. Is Sami's dad a terrorist? 

 

Teller, Jane.  Nothing   Grade 12  

On the first day of seventh grade, Pierre Anthon announces that life has no 

meaning and walks out of school. Everything, he has concluded, is a useless step 

toward death. Pierre's shaken classmates scramble to prove him wrong. They begin 

to assemble a "heap of meaning" in an abandoned sawmill. Each child must add a 

possession of the others' choosing. The children's need to avenge their losses spins 

out of control. A Muslim boy gives up his prayer mat and spirals into a crisis of 

faith. Another child must contribute the head of a beloved dog. A boy demands a 

girl's innocence. That girl demands something even more unthinkable. This story is 
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horrifying, and draws obvious comparison to William Golding's Lord of the Flies 

(1954). 

 

Wright, Bil.  Putting Makeup on the Fat Boy   Grade 9-10 

Carlos Duarte knows that he's fabulous. He's got a better sense of style than half 
the fashionistas in New York City, and he can definitely apply makeup like nobody's 

business. He may only be in high school, but when he lands the job of his dreams--
makeup artist at the FeatureFace counter in Macy's--he's sure that he's finally on 

his way to great things. But the makeup artist world is competitive and cutthroat, 
and for Carlos to reach his dreams, he'll have to believe in himself more than ever.  
 

 

Yang, Gene Luen.  Level Up Grade 9-12 

Smackdown!  
Video Games vs. Medical School!  

Which will win the battle for our hero’s attention in Gene Luen Yang’s new graphic 
novel?  Dennis Ouyang lives in the shadow of his parents’ high expectations. They 
want him to go to med school and become a doctor. Dennis just wants to play video 

games—and he might actually be good enough to do it professionally. But four 
adorable, bossy, and occasionally terrifying angels arrive just in time to lead Dennis 

back onto the straight and narrow: the path to gastroenterology. It’s all part of the 
plan, they tell him. But is it? This powerful piece of magical realism brings into 
sharp relief the conflict many teens face between pursuing their dreams and living 

their parents’. 


