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Archer, Jennifer.  Through Her Eyes   Grade 7-9 

Every ghost has a story to tell. The last place Tansy Piper wants to be is stuck in 

Cedar Canyon, Texas, in the middle of nowhere, with a bunch of small-town kids. 
But when her mother decides to move to the desolate West Texas town, Tansy has 

no choice but to go along. Once there, Tansy is immediately drawn to the turret of 
their rickety old house, a place she soon learns has a disturbing history. But it's the 
strange artifacts she finds in the cellar—a pocket watch, a journal of poetry, and a 

tiny crystal—that have the most chilling impact on her. Tansy soon finds that 
through the lens of her camera, she can become part of a surreal black-and-white 

world where her life is intertwined with that of mysterious, troubled Henry, who 
lived in the same house and died decades earlier. It seems their lives are linked by 

fate and the artifacts she found, but as Tansy begins spending more and more time 
in the past, her present world starts to fade away. A haunting and mysterious 
novel. 

 

Bacigalupi, Paolo.  Ship Breaker   Grade 7-9 

A fast-paced post apocalyptic adventure set on the American Gulf Coast. Nailer 
works light crew; his dirty, dangerous job is to crawl deep into the wrecks of the 
ancient oil tankers that line the beach, scavenging copper wire and turning it over 

to his crew boss. After a brutal hurricane passes over, Nailer and his friend Pima 
stumble upon the wreck of a luxurious clipper ship. It's filled with valuable goods—a 

"Lucky Strike" that could make them rich, if only they can find a safe way to cash it 
in. Amid the wreckage, a girl barely clings to life. If they help her, she tells them, 
she can show them a world of privilege that they have never known. 

 

Barton, Chris.  Can I See Your ID? True Stories of False Identities   Grade 6-9  

True crime, desperation, fraud, and adventure: From the impoverished young 

woman who enchanted nineteenth-century British society as a faux Asian princess, 

to the sixteen-year-old boy who "stole" a subway train in 1993, to the lonely but 

clever Frank Abagnale of Catch Me if You Can fame, these ten vignettes offer 

riveting insight into mind-blowing masquerades. Each scene is presented in the 

second person, a unique point of view that literally places you inside the faker's 
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mind. With motivations that include survival, delusion, and plain, old-fashioned 

greed, the psychology of deception has never been so fascinating. 

 

Bedford, Martyn.  Flip   Grade 8-9 

One December night, 14-year-old Alex goes to bed. He wakes up to find himself in 

the wrong bedroom, in an unfamiliar house, in a different part of the country, and 

it's the middle of June. Six months have disappeared overnight. The family at the 

breakfast table is total strangers.  And when he looks in the mirror, another boy's 

face stares back at him.  A boy named Flip. Unless Alex finds out what's happened 

and how to get back to his own life, he may be trapped forever inside a body that 

belongs to someone else. 

 

Boyce, Frank Cottrell.  Cosmic   Grade 5-7 

Liam is a big lad. So big that strangers mistake the 12-year-old for an adult. Even 

his teachers seem to conflate tall with old. So heaven forbid he should ever make a 

mistake. Then it’s all, ―You should know better, big lad like you.‖ Life sure is hard 

for poor, burdened Liam (did I mention the Premature Facial Hair?)—until, that is, 

he decides to enter the Greatest Dad Ever Contest and in short order finds himself 

on a rocket ship that is off course and 200,000 miles above the earth. 

 

Bragg, Georgia.  How They Croaked: The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous   

Grade 7-8 

Not for the squeamish!  Over the course of history men and women have lived and 

died. In fact, getting sick and dying can be a big, ugly mess-especially before the 

modern medical care that we all enjoy today. How They Croaked relays all the gory 

details of how nineteen world figures gave up the ghost. For example: It is believed 

that Henry VIII's remains exploded within his coffin while lying in state.  Doctors 

"treated" George Washington by draining almost 80 ounces of blood before he 

finally kicked the bucket. Right before Beethoven wrote his last notes, doctors 

drilled a hole in his stomach without any pain medication. Readers will be interested 

well past the final curtain, and feel lucky to live in a world with painkillers, X-rays, 

soap, and 911. 
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 Bush, Penelope.  Alice In Time   Grade 6-8 

Things are at a crisis point for fourteen-year-old Alice. Her mum is ruining her life, 

her dad is getting remarried, and Sasha, the most popular girl in school, hates her 

guts. . . Then a bizarre accident happens, and Alice finds herself re-living her life as 

a seven-year-old through teenage eyes - and discovering some awkward truths. 

But can she use her new knowledge to change her own future? 

 

Dowell, Frances O’Roark.  Ten Miles Past Normal   Grade 6-9 

Janie Gorman wants to be normal. The problem with that: she’s not. She’s smart 

and creative and a little bit funky. She’s also an unwilling player in her parents’ 

modern-hippy, let’s-live-on-a-goat-farm experiment (regretfully, instigated by a 

younger, much more enthusiastic Janie). This, to put it simply, is not helping Janie 

reach that ―normal target.‖ She has to milk goats every day…and endure her 

mother’s pseudo celebrity in the homemade-life, crunchy mom blogosphere. 

Goodbye the days of frozen lasagna and suburban living, hello crazy long bus ride 

to high school and total isolation--and hovering embarrassments of all kinds. The 

fresh baked bread is good…the threat of homemade jeans, not so much. 

 

Frost, Helen.  Hidden   Grade 7-9 

When Wren Abbott and Darra Monson are eight years old, Darra's father steals a 

minivan. He doesn't know that Wren is hiding in the back. The hours and days that 
follow change the lives of both girls. Darra is left with a question that only Wren can 

answer. Wren has questions, too. Years later, in a chance encounter at camp, the 
girls face each other for the first time. They can finally learn the truth—that is, if 
they’re willing to reveal to each other the stories that they’ve hidden for so long. 

Told from alternating viewpoints, this novel-in-poems reveals the complexities of 
memory and the strength of a friendship that can overcome pain. 

 

Gourlay, Candy.  Tall Story   Grade 6-8 

Andi is short. And she has lots of wishes. She wishes she could play on the school 

basketball team, she wishes for her own bedroom, but most of all she wishes that 
her long-lost half-brother, Bernardo, could come and live in London where he 

belongs. 
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Then Andi's biggest wish comes true and she's minutes away from becoming 
someone's little sister. As she waits anxiously for Bernardo to arrive from the 
Philippines, she hopes he'll turn out to be tall and just as crazy as she is about 

basketball. When he finally arrives, he's tall all right. Eight feet tall, in fact—plagued 
by condition called Gigantism and troubled by secrets that he believes led to his 

phenomenal growth. 

 

Gutman, Dan.  Mission Unstoppable   Grade 7-8 

Thrill seekers and Gutman fans alike will welcome the opening installment of the 
Genius Files series, which follows twin 12-year-olds Coke and Pepsi McDonald on 

their cross-county vacation. The precocious brother and sister uncover a secret 
government plot to use ―YAGs,‖ or Young American Geniuses, to solve the complex 
problems of the nation, and find that they are on the list. 

 

 

Hobbs, Will.  Take Me to the River   Grade 6-8 

Fourteen-year-old Dylan Sands has come all the way from North Carolina to Big 
Bend National Park, on the Texas/Mexico border, to paddle the fabled Rio Grande. 

His partner in adventure is a local river rat, his cousin Rio. As the two are packing 
their boats for ten days in the canyons, six Black Hawk helicopters appear overhead 

and race across the river into Mexico. The army won't tell the boys what's 
happening, but they are given a weather advisory: A hurricane is approaching the 
Gulf of Mexico. Dylan and Rio have their hearts set on their trip and can't give it up. 

Rio believes that their chances of running into border troubles or a major storm are 
slim to none. By canoe and raft, Dylan and Rio venture into the most rugged and 

remote reaches of the U.S./Mexico border. You may well not see another human 
being during the duration of your trip, the guidebook tells them. They don't, until a 
man stumbles into camp with a seven-year-old boy. A storm is brewing as the man 

who calls himself Carlos begs for help . . . and the boy is trembling with fear.  

 

Holm,Jennifer L.  The Trouble with May Amelia   Grade 6-8  

May Amelia Jackson captured readers' hearts in the Newbery Honor Book Our Only 

May Amelia.  Now, after over ten years, Jennifer Holm is bringing this beloved 

character back in a beautiful way. The Trouble with May Amelia is a gorgeously 

written story that's as heartbreaking as it is funny.  May Amelia lives in pioneer 
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Washington State in 1900, and she just can't act the part of a proper young lady. 

Working a farm on the rainy Nasel River isn't easy - especially when you have 

seven brothers and a Pappa who proclaims that Girls Are Useless.  May Amelia 

thinks she may have finally earned her father's respect when he asks her to 

translate for a gentleman who's interested in buying their land and making them 

rich. But when the deal turns out to be a scam, Pappa places all the blame on May. 

It's going to take a lot of sisu - that's Finnish for guts - to make things right.  

 

Howe, James.  Addie on the Inside   Grade 6-8 

The Gang of Five is back in this third story from Paintbrush Falls. Addie Carle, the 

only girl in the group of friends is outspoken, opinionated, and sometimes…just a 
bit obnoxious.  But as seventh grade progresses, Addie’s not so sure anymore 
about who she is. It seems her tough exterior is just a little too tough and that 

doesn’t help her deal with the turmoil she feels on the inside as she faces the pains 
of growing up. 

 

Kodohata, Cynthia.  A Million Shades of Gray   Grade 7-9 

Growing up in a remote Dega village in South Vietnam, Y’Tin is as close with his 

beloved elephant, Lady, as he is with his father, who works with the American 
Special Forces. After the Americans leave, Y’Tin, 13, flees the Vietcong massacre of 

his village and tries to find his family and friends while surviving in the jungle and 
caring for Lady. 

 

Klass, David.  Stuck On Earth   Grade 7-9 

Before being vaporized by a Gagnerian Death Ray, humans (aka ―the laughingstock 

of the universe‖) get a last chance to prove their worth when super intelligent alien 
Ketchvar III arrives for an evaluation. The size of a snail, Ketchvar crawls into the 
nose and inhabits the brain of 14-year-old Tom, a bullied nerd living in suburban 

New Jersey. In theory, this gives Ketchvar the opportunity to operate covertly, 
though his stiff new speech patterns have everyone thinking Tom’s acting even 

weirder than normal (―Let us live in harmony, like the moss and the lichen,‖ he 
implores his bratty sister). Between the shocking violence of the ―voluntary daily 
incarceration‖ known as school and examinations into the ―empty constructs‖ of 

war and love, Ketchvar reports to his mothership via e-mails. 
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Lai, Thanhha.   Inside Out and Back Again   Grade 6-8 

After her father has been missing in action for nine years during the Vietnam War, 
10-year-old Hà flees with her mother and three older brothers. Traveling first by 
boat, the family reaches a tent city in Guam, moves on to Florida, and is finally 

connected with sponsors in Alabama, where Hà finds refuge but also cruel rejection, 
especially from mean classmates. Based on Lai’s personal experience, this first 

novel captures a child-refugee’s struggle with rare honesty. Written in accessible, 
short free-verse poems, Hà’s immediate narrative describes her mistakes—both 
humorous and heartbreaking—with grammar, customs, and dress (she wears a 

flannel nightgown to school, for example); and readers will be moved by Hà’s 
sorrow as they recognize the anguish of being the outcast who spends lunchtime 

hiding in the bathroom. Eventually, Hà does get back at the sneering kids who bully 
her at school, and she finds help adjusting to her new life from a kind teacher who 
lost a son in Vietnam. 

 

Lane, Andrew.  Death Cloud: Young Sherlock Holmes, the Legend Begins 
Grade 6-8 

It is the summer of 1868, and Sherlock Holmes is fourteen. On break from boarding 

school, he is staying with eccentric strangers—his uncle and aunt—in their vast 
house in Hampshire. When two local people die from symptoms that resemble the 
plague, Holmes begins to investigate what really killed them, helped by his new 

tutor, an American named Amyus Crowe. So begins Sherlock’s true education in 
detection, as he discovers the dastardly crimes of a brilliantly sinister villain of 

exquisitely malign intent. 

 

Matti, Truus.  Departure Time   Grade 7-8 

A 10-year-old girl is lost in a surrealistic landscape–a red-earth desert threatened 
by an approaching storm. Nothing looks familiar. She can't remember how she got 

to this place. At first, the novel is like a puzzle mystery, but as it begins to make 
more and more sense, readers recognize that the stories are one story about anger 
and forgiveness, loss and grief, and consolation. 

 

 

 



Council Rock School District Libraries 

Middle School 

Summer Reading List 2011 

 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Kick   Grade 7-9 

In an interesting joint effort, Myers teamed with high school student Workman to 
produce this novel about a soccer player who runs into trouble helping a friend. 
Veteran police sergeant Jerry Brown is asked to look into the case of a 13-year-old 

boy who crashed a car belonging to his friend's father. Brown takes a special 
interest in the case when he is informed that the boy, Kevin Johnson, is the son of 

an officer who was killed in the line of duty. As Brown delves more deeply, he 
begins to suspect that the friend's family has something to hide. He also develops a 
bond with Kevin, who, although angry and troubled, is basically kindhearted and 

well-intentioned 

 

Perkins, Lynne Rae.  As Easy as Falling Off the Face of the Earth   Grade 7-8 

This is a story of one misfortune after another. As the book opens, Ry, a 16-year-
old Wisconsin resident en route to camp, is left behind in Middle-of-Nowhere, MT, 

as his stalled train pulls out and he recounts the events that led him to leave the 
train in the first place. Bad goes to worse: he loses a shoe and his phone charger, 

his grandfather back home is injured, and his parents are having their own 
misadventures in the Caribbean. A superhero of a fix-it guy named Del helps Ry to 

put his life back together. Along the way, readers learn that there is more to Del 
than initially meets the eye. The story is told in a traditional, episodic style, 
bouncing from one calamity to the next. 

 

Preus, Margi.  Heart of a Samurai   Grade 7-8 

A Japanese teenager living in the mid-19th century bridges two worlds in this 
stunning debut novel based on true events. Manjiro and his fellow fishermen find 
refuge on a remote island after a storm destroys their ship. When they are rescued 

by an American whaleboat captain and given the chance to return home with him, 
Manjiro accepts the offer. His encounters with a land that he has been taught is 

barbaric and his subsequent efforts to return to Japan shape him into an admirable 
character. Preus places readers in the young man's shoes, whether he is on a ship 
or in a Japanese prison. 
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Scieszka, Jon.  Funny Business   Grade 7-8 

Building on the success of Guys Write for Guys Read (Viking, 2005), Scieszka 
continues his mission to take the ―reluctant‖ out of readers with this first volume of 
the ―Guys Read Library.‖ For this title, Scieszka invited some of today's top writers 

of children's fiction to contribute a humorous short story. Not surprisingly, the 
resulting compilation has something for everyone. Looking for a story heavy on the 

ick-factor? Suggest Jack Gantos's ―The Bloody Souvenir,‖ in which the Pagoda 
brothers return to wreak more havoc. David Yoo's ―A Fistful of Feathers‖ features a 
bloodthirsty turkey intent on destroying the narrator's life. Eoin Colfer offers an 

autobiographical piece that shares how his younger brother was his real-life 
inspiration for Artemis Fowl. Kate DiCamillo and Scieszka team up to offer a 

hilarious correspondence between Joe and an author who knows how to hold her 
own with unmotivated students. 

 

Vanderpool, Clare.  Moon Over Manifest   Grade 7-8 

History and fiction marry beautifully in this lively debut novel. It's as if readers 

jump off the train in Manifest, KS, in 1936 with Abilene Tucker, 12, the feisty, 
likable, and perceptive narrator. She is there to live with Pastor Shady Howard, her 

father's friend, while her father works on the railroad back in Iowa. An equally 
important story set during World War I is artfully intertwined. Since her mother 
went off on her own 10 years earlier, Abilene and Gideon have been alone. Though 

their life together is unsettled, their bond is strong. Shady's place is shabby, but he 
is welcoming. The mystery about Manifest and Gideon unfolds after Abilene finds a 

box filled with intriguing keepsakes. It includes a letter dated 1917 to someone 
named Jinx from Ned Gillen that has a warning, ―THE RATTLER is watching.‖ This 
starts Abilene, with the help of new friends Ruthanne and Lettie, on a search to 

learn the identity of the pair. The story cleverly shifts back and forth between the 
two eras. 

 

Williams, Garcia.  One Crazy Summer   Grade 6-8 

It is 1968, and three black sisters from Brooklyn have been put on a California-

bound plane by their father to spend a month with their mother, a poet who ran off 

years before and is living in Oakland. It's the summer after Black Panther founder 

Huey Newton was jailed and member Bobby Hutton was gunned down trying to 

surrender to the Oakland police, and there are men in berets shouting "Black 

Power" on the news. Delphine, 11, remembers her mother, but after years of 
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separation she's more apt to believe what her grandmother has said about her, that 

Cecile is a selfish, crazy woman who sleeps on the street. At least Cecile lives in a 

real house, but she reacts to her daughters' arrival without warmth or even 

curiosity. Instead, she sends the girls to eat breakfast at a center run by the Black 

Panther Party and tells them to stay out as long as they can so that she can work 

on her poetry. Over the course of the next four weeks, Delphine and her younger 

sisters, Vonetta and Fern, spend a lot of time learning about revolution and staying 

out of their mother's way. 

 

Wood, Maryrose. The Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place   Grade 7-8 

 Jane Eyre meets Lemony Snicket in this smart, surprising satire of a 19th-century 

English governess story. A witty omniscient narrator speaks directly to modern 

readers and follows 15-year-old Penelope, recent graduate of the Swanburne 

Academy for Poor Bright Females, to British country manor Ashton Place, where 

conniving Lord Fredrick has discovered three wild children apparently raised by 

wolves while hunting in his vast forest property. To Lord Fredrick, who's named 

them Alexander, Beowulf, and Cassiopeia Incorrigible, the children are trophies and 

property ("Finder's keepers, what?"); to young Lady Constance they're savage 

nuisances who howl, chase squirrels, and gnaw on shoes. Enter Penelope Lumley, 

charged with taming them in time for a Christmas party. 

 

 


