
Council Rock offers a variety of elective courses that associate with the categories of history: government, 
diplomacy, economics, art/music/literature, social sciences, and technology.  Included in the elective course 
offerings are Advanced Placement courses.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMICS         
This course is designed to reinforce student understanding of economic concepts and theories. This elective 
brings the student closer to the economic world through practical application and theoretical support. 
Throughout the semester students will gain an understanding of the following key economic principles 
through the study of banking, credit, decision making, taxation, budgets, markets, and economic systems. The 
course is based on the following essential leanings. Limited resources and unlimited wants require choices by 
individuals, groups and nations and these choices impact others locally, regionally and around the globe. The 
interaction of buyers and sellers in markets determines prices and quantities exchanged. Governmental 
policies influence decision making. Individuals and groups strive to obtain goods and services and accumulate 
wealth. 

  
HONORS ECONOMIC THEORY         
This course is designed for the student who wants to become more informed about our economy and 
economic decision made at the individual, corporate and governmental levels. This course will increase the 
student’s awareness of economics which will include an exposure to the basic theories and terminology 
integrated through both micro and macroeconomics. Skills developed in this course include graph 
interpretation and simple mathematical relationships. Students will be expected to complete a variety of 
assignments to apply their understanding of economics to actual current economic issues. 

 
CURRENT ISSUES            
This semester elective course uses current events as the standard to teach Social Studies skills. Economic, 
social and political concepts are learned through the events of the student’s life. Current newspapers, 
magazines, and web sites are the sources of information for Current Issues. 
 
GENDER STUDIES           
This course will focus on the way gender shapes individuals, social institutions and culture throughout history. 
It places an emphasis on the relationship between the social construction of gender and the experiences of 
women and men throughout societies. Students will study topics such as “male” and “female” gender 
expectations in the home, workplace, and government as well as how concepts of gender are reflected in a 
society’s media, religion, interpersonal relations and individual rights. Students will use an interdisciplinary 
approach and examine such concepts through the use of primary source documents, literature, film, current 
event articles, and music. The goal of this course is to help students develop a critical framework for thinking 
about gender through a global perspective and allow the opportunity for self-reflection throughout. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY         
Introduction to Psychology is designed as a survey course to familiarize students with fundamental 
psychological concepts. The focus will be on the variety of factors which contribute to individual differences in 
personality, intelligence and character. 
 
ACCELERATED PSYCHOLOGY          
This course is designed for the student interested in the academic study of the basic principles of human 
behavior and mental processes. Students will examine issues such as the influence of biology on behavior, 
learning, memory, human development, intelligence, personality formation and mental illness. The students 
will examine and conduct research as it is applied to these topics. 
 



INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY        
Sociology is the study of group life-its characteristics, causes, and consequences. This introductory course will 
examine and analyze how social structures are created, maintained and most importantly, how they affect 
behavior. Students will be able to use the three main sociological perspectives to investigate social issues such 
as: socialization, culture, race and ethnic relations, education, poverty, and aging. 
 
HONORS U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS     
This course emphasizes the importance of economic, social, and political awareness in shaping history and the 
future. Students will acquire the basic elements of citizenship skills for participating in public affairs and 
understanding the premises of American liberty.  

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY       
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory course on this subject. The course will 
cover major events and themes of European political, diplomatic, intellectual, cultural, social and economic 
history. Critical analysis and essay writing skills will be stressed. College level texts and other reading materials 
will be required. Students will be encouraged to take the Advanced Placement European History examination 
available through the College Board. This course fulfills the eleventh grade social studies graduation 
requirement. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY        
The Advanced Placement Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific 
study of behavior and mental processes of humans and other animals. Students will be exposed to 
psychological facts and principles associated with the major subfields of psychology. They will learn the 
methods that psychologists use in conducting and reporting on research. This challenging course will be 
presented as an entry-level college course in psychology. Students will be encouraged to take the Advanced 
Placement examination available through the College Board. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY      
The program is designed to provide the student with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to deal critically 
with the problems and issues in United States history.  This rigorous course will emphasize class discussion of 
work assigned from survey textbook and supplementary readings taken from both primary and secondary 
sources. Extensive reading and written assignments will be given each marking period. Tests and quizzes - both 
essay and objective - will occur regularly. Due to the demands of this course, it is recommended that the 
candidate have previously completed an honors or gifted program in social studies, and receive a 
recommendation from the present social studies teacher. Students will be encouraged to take the Advanced 
Placement U.S. History examination available through the College Board. This course fulfills the tenth grade 
social studies graduation requirement. 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY        
 The Advanced Placement World History course is designed to view human society in a global 
perspective with the emphasis on the period 600 C.E. to the present. The five overarching themes of this 
course match those of the College Board Advanced Placement World History examination. Course content will 
include current trends in historical approach and recent articles in world history research. The purpose of the 
course is to give students a global perspective on human history with an emphasis on the skill development of 
critical thinking and writing. This is a rigorous course requiring outside reading, essay writing and class 
participation. Students should receive a recommendation from their present social studies teacher.  Students 
will be encouraged to take the Advanced Placement World History examination available through the College 
Board. This course fulfills the eleventh grade social studies graduation requirement. 
 


