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Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 
Thursday, January 3, 2008 

MINUTES – Public Board Meeting 
 
I.  Call to Order – Richard Abramson, Esquire, President presided over the regular public monthly 
meeting of the Council Rock Board of School Directors.  He convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Chancellor Center, 30 North Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was broadcast “live” in all 
municipalities.  The following individuals were present: 
 
School Board  Richard Abramson, Esquire - President 
   Dr. Paul Anagnostakos, Vice President    
   Mr. Christopher Ayoub  (7:39 p.m.) 
   Mr. Robert Donnelly 
   Mr. Jerold Grupp   
   Mrs. Bernadette Heenan  (Absent) 
   Mr. J. Dennis McMenamin 
   Mrs. Patricia Vaccaro-Sexton 
   Mrs. Susan Vicedomini  
 
   Mark J. Klein, Esquire, Superintendent  
   Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Board Secretary 
   Mr. Robert Riegel, Asst. Business Administrator & Board Treasurer 
   Mr. Robert Cox, Solicitor 
 
Staff:   Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
   Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Human Resources 
   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
   Mrs. Joanne Catto, 
   Mr. Thomas Schneider, Supervisor of Facilities 
 
II. Routine Actions 
 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, Mrs. Walter called the roll call and reported that all board 
members were present with the exception of Mrs. Heenan who was delayed in her flight arrangements.  
Prior to the pledge, a ‘Young Men’s Ensemble’ from Newtown Middle School sang the National Anthem 
led by Mr. Mark Dolan.  A ‘String Ensemble’ from Newtown Middle played another song entitled “The 
Four Seasons” led by Ms. Bennet.  Appreciation was expressed for their fine talents. 
 
Mr. Al Funk introduced the representatives from the Student Advisory Board from CRHS-South – Taylor 
Hurwitz (9th gr); Ashlie Eisler (10th gr); Madison Hurwitz (11th gr);  and Mark Bachman (MBIT) shared 
events, happenings and athletic events at their respective school.  The two alternates for the Student 
Advisory Board are Jasleen Chawla and Evan Millstein. 
 
Superintendent’s Report- Mr. Klein shared the following:  
 
1.  During mid-September, Council Rock was featured on KYW news radio in a series called Going Green.  
This 9-part feature story highlighted Council Rock’s Green Team.  Students, staff and administrators have 
joined together under the leadership of our science curriculum coordinator, Pat Armilie, to promote reuse, 
recycling, and conservation in our schools.  This team is the first of its kind in our area, a part of Council 
Rock’s remarkable efforts toward energy conservation.  You can read the text of this series by going to the 
KYW website, www.kyw1060.com and looking for the segment on “Going Green”. 
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2.  As another example of our school district’s continued commitment to conservation in our schools, 
Holland Middle School was recognized in December by the Earth Force Organization.  Earth Force is a 
community-based organization whose mission is to make conservation connections.  They engage students 
through projects in schools or in the community to promote environmentally responsible decisions.  Last 
year, under the direction of science teacher, Dr. Arlene Spevak, students and staff at HMS participated in 
an integrated research project on geothermal heating, energy conservation of small appliances, and research 
on energy efficient HVAC systems.  HMS was one of four schools in the US to receive this local 
recognition.  This award (show award) came with a donation from Staples for $1300 of school supplies – 
all eco friendly!  Congratulations to Dr. Spevak, Principal Mike Lecker and the students and staff at HMS. 
 
3.  Council Rock continues to take great pride in the work we do with the Pennsylvania Special Olympics 
Program.  As you may recall, PA Special Olympics recognized our district in September as the school 
district of the year.  That award comes from a variety of projects and programs that take place across 
Council Rock. 
 
I want to highlight a recent event at CR North during the Council Rock N/S basketball games.  Through a 
program called Athletes Helping Athletes, Athletes from the Special Olympics program were made 
honorary captains for the games between North and South.  The gametime ceremony was a highlight of the 
evening for athletes and spectators. 
 
This week, Suburban One – the governing body for our high school athletics, highlighted the Athletes 
Helping Athletes program.  In particular, the publication from Suburban One showcased a remarkable 
young man, Peter Brill who has been part of Council Rock athletics for many years.  He was a manager for 
basketball, softball and baseball teams and continues to be part of the CR North football sidelines.  If I 
may, I want to read you a few paragraphs of a letter that Mrs. Brill wrote to promote the Athletes Helping 
Athletes program: 
 
Council Rock continues to be a district that distinguishes itself in service to its community.  Athletes 
Helping Athletes is one prime example of this commitment to service. 
 
4.  Council Rock Education Week.  Council Rock School District is open for parent visitation and parent 
workshops during the week of January 14-17.  I invite all parents in our school community to visit their 
child’s school and take part in one of the parent workshops that will be offered during this week.  Specific 
information on your school’s schedule will be coming home from the desk of the principal. 
 
5.  Finally, earlier this year, we took some time to present to the Board and our community the Yellow 
Ribbon Campaign.  Yellow Ribbon is a suicide prevention program that has been introduced at both of our 
high schools.  Next week, Council Rock welcomes Becca Emme, the founder of the Yellow Ribbon 
program.  Mrs. Emme lost her son to suicide.  In the aftermath of that loss, she joined together with young 
adults in the community to create this program that is now a nationally recognized intervention and 
prevention program.  Mrs. Emme will be speaking to students at Council Rock North and South next week.  
As part of this endeavor, the two high schools will join together to offer a parent program on Wednesday,  
January 9th at 7:30 at CR South. Mrs. Emme will be the key speaker for this program.   I encourage any 
interested parent in our community to attend this important program. 
 
January is School Director Recognition Month.  I want to start 2008 by thanking the members of the board 
for their service to Council Rock.  Being a school board member is one of the most selfless acts of service 
to a school community.  By my conservative calculation, members of this board, individually, will spend 
over 300 hours this year on school district meetings and functions, review over 1500 documents, files, or 
papers on school business, handle over 1000 emails from our administrative team and constituents, in 
addition to the time spent on phone calls, impromptu conferences in grocery stores, and that occasional 
person you find on vacation that will recognize you from TV.   As a Board of nine, that’s around 3000 
hours of school meetings, 13,500 documents reviewed, 9000 emails and countless hours of informal 
connections with the community.  And, each does this job for the sum total of $0 in salary and expenses.  
There is no better bargain in our community than the value we receive from these nine members of our 
Board.  Happy School Directors Month. 
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Public Comments 
 
Denise Brooks & Allison MacGahan, both Presidents of the CRHS-N/S Parent Teacher Organizations 
addressed the board relative to their concern over the proposed changes in class rank.  They requested that 
consideration be given to delay this item since there appears to be a communication breakdown.  The 
parent community needs time to comprehend this situation. 
 
Marilyn Scarpa commended the committee which was formed to research class rank.  She requested this 
item be postponed tonight.  There are too many variables here.  Are you achieving your goals?  There 
would be no harm by tabling this tonight. 
 
Jocelyn Circus – Upper Makefield Township – It appears that you are trying to eliminate the humanities 
program.  Students will not take humanities if it is going to hurt them. 
 
Laura Brenner-Scotti- Why the proposed change to class rank now? Why are you pushing it through now? 
 
Wendy Thomas & Marilyn Scarpa – President and Vice President of the Citizens for Education 
organization request that the class rank issue be tabled.  We need more debate and be able to process it 
further.  Comprehensive dialog is necessary among all stakeholders. 
 
Joanne Hinton from Richboro asked if this class rank proposal will effect 8th graders.  Please table this item 
tonight. 
 
Nancy Carroll- from Newtown Borough thanked the board for their services.  She reported that 25 parents 
attended the meeting last evening on the class rank issue.  The grade weight is shifted into categories and it 
under values students; it deprives them.  It values AP grades over honors.  You need to look at the special 
education classes relative to class rank.  Please do not rescind Board Policy 214. 
 
III. Items for Board Approval 
 
A).  Special Education Mini-Grant Agreement (Attachment #2) – Dr. Lambert shared an explanation 

of this grant agreement between the Allegheny Intermediate Unit (AIU) and CRSD. 
 

Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, to approve 
the 2007-08 Inclusive Practices Mini-Grant Agreement in the amount of $20,000.00 as contained 
in attachment #2 of this agenda. 

 
B). Board Policies (Attachment #3 & #4) – Mr. Klein introduced the following board policies for 

approval.  Much discussion evolved relative to Policy #620.   Much discussion evolved. 
 
 Board Policy #620 – Maintenance of Fund Balance 
 Board Policy #819 – Records Management 
 
 Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Ayoub, passed with the following roll call vote, to approve 

Board Policy #620 and #819 as contained in attachment #3 & #4 to this agenda. (6/2/1).  This is 
considered to be the second reading of these policies. 

 
 Aye    Nay   Absent 
 
 Mr. Abramson   Mr. Ayoub  Mrs. Heenan 
 Dr. Anagnostakos  Mr. Grupp 
 Mr. Donnelly 
 Mr. McMenamin  
 Mrs. Sexton 
 Mrs. Vicedomini  
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 Mr. Klein explained that the intent of the fund balance issue was to not allow the fund balance to 
grow;  the money was to offset the tax increase. 

    
C). Revocation of Board Policy #214 on Class Rank (Attachment #5)- Mr. Desko gave an extensive  

PowerPoint presentation as an explanation on this topic.  Many questions were posed to him. He 
explained that a 14-month study and review developed a proposed system for Council Rock 
course weight.  Our goal was to review our current practice to make sure it best represents our 
students and to be sure it is fair and reasonable.    

 
 Following much discussion among the board members, Mr. Ayoub moved, seconded by Mrs. 

Sexton, passed with the following roll call vote, for approval of the revocation of Board Policy 
#214 on Class Rank (5/3/1) 

 
 Aye    Nay   Absent 
 
 Mr. Abramson   Dr. Anagnostakos Mrs. Heenan 
 Mr. Ayoub   Mr. Donnelly     
 Mr. Grupp   Mrs. Sexton 
 Mr. McMenamin 
 Mrs. Vicedomini 
 
IV. Committee Reports 
 

o Academic Standards- Mrs. Vicedomini reported that the next meeting is scheduled for 
January 9th at 12:30 p.m.  At the last meeting, discussion took place regarding the 
Program Planning Guide, Counseling and Curriculum K-12 and the State Board 
graduation competency exams. 

 
o Facilities- Mr. Schneider reported that at the December 19th meeting, discussion took 

place regarding donations for Churchville Playground and donation of a sliding board at 
Holland Elementary, CRHS-N roof replacement and Design and Product Standards.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for January 23rd at 5:30 p.m.   

 
o Finance – Mr. Donnelly reported that the next meeting is scheduled for January 23rd at 

7:00 p.m.   At the meeting on December 19th, discussions took place on the preliminary 
budget for 2008-09 and the new financial software. 

 
o Policy –  Mr. Grupp reported that the next meeting scheduled for January 9th will be 

cancelled. 
  

o MBIT – The next meeting is scheduled for January 14th at 5:30 p.m. @ MBIT. 
 

o BCIU- Mrs. Sexton reported that the next meeting is scheduled for January 15th at 7:00 
p.m. 

 
V. Solicitor’s Report – Mr. Cox was available for questions about the report and offered to meet in 

executive session on any item upon request. 
 
VI. Public Comments  -  
 
Denise Brooks from Richboro reported she has been an active member of the CRSD community and she is 
embarrassed with the lack of communication on the topic of class rank. 
 

Minutes   01032008 4 of 5  



UNOFFICIAL 
 

Minutes   01032008 5 of 5  

June Wallace from Upper Makefield Township reported it is difficult to ‘tweak’ the class rank issue.  She 
questioned whether the elementary PTO’s discussed this item at their meetings.  This definitely was pushed 
too fast. 
 
Joanne Hinton – Be sure that curriculum doesn’t suffer; changes in weight subconsciously changes 
curriculum.  We are trusting that you look at the numbers. 
 
John Rasiej- requested that at the time of year you determine the fund balance, please let the public know. 
 
VII. Board Comments 
 
Dr. Anagnostakos reported that he wished to clarify his vote on class rank.  In no way does it reflect a lack 
of confidence with this administration.  He said, “Based upon semantics, things were not clear.” 
 
Mr. Abramson reported that whether we agree or disagree, Mr. Desko did a  fine job with his presentation 
on class rank. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:38 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
 


