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Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 
Thursday, March 5, 2009 

 
MINUTES –  
 
I.    Call to Order 

 
President Dr. Paul Anagnostakos brought the meeting of the Board of School Directors to order at 7:30 
p.m. at the Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by 
Council Rock School District and reported as being “live” in all district municipalities.  The following 
individuals were in attendance: 
 
  Board:  Dr. Paul Anagnostakos, President     
    Mrs. Bernadette Heenan, Vice-President 
    Richard Abramson, Esquire 
    Mr. Robert Donnelly 
    Mr. Jerold Grupp 
    Mrs. Kyle McKessy 
    Mr. J. Dennis McMenamin 
    Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 
    Mrs. Wendi Thomas 
 
    Mr. Mark J. Klein, Superintendent 
    Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Board Secretary  
    Mr. Derek Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 
 
  Staff:  Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
    Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
    Mr. Robert Schoch, Director of Business Administration 
    Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Human Resources & Staff Devel. 
    Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
    Mr. Thomas Schneider, Supervisor of Facilities 
 
II.  Routine Actions 

 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, CRHS-North’s String Ensemble played the National Anthem and 
then offered another ensemble entitled “Paragon Rag.”  They were led by Mr. Bogle.  Fantastic 
performance! 
 
Mrs. Walter called the roll call of board members.  All were reported present. 
 
Student Advisory Board Report – Mrs. Susan Gormley, Assistant Principal for CRHS-S introduced the 
Student Advisory Board Members present from CRHS-South: Madison Hurwitz, Taylor Hurwitz, 
Hannah Brooks and Andrew Platt.  They reported on various events, happenings, sports standings, 
music competitions, etc. at their respective school. 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Klein announced that registration for kindergarten and new first grade 
students will take place next week in all of our schools.  Parents can take advantage of our evening 
hours on March 10 and March 12 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Please contact the school prior to registering 
to get information on what you will need to bring to the school. 
 
19 students from CR North and South have been recognized as National Merit Scholarship Finalists.  
This is an extraordinary number of students qualifying for this prestigious award and reflects not only 
on our high schools but on the entire K-12 program. 
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We will be holding an open house for the CR North Natatorium on Friday, March 20th from 6:00- 8:00 
p.m.  All members of our community are welcome to visit our new aquatics center at this time.  The 
open house will be followed by an open swim. 
 
Mr. Klein asked Mr. Schoch to explain about the district receiving the 2009 “Energy Star Partner” 
Award for the second year in a row.  This award is only based on the accomplishments for the past 12 
months.  This program is deeply embedded in our district.   We can only receive this for 2 consecutive 
years, thus we can seek for the “Sustained Excellence” Award in the future.  District officials will 
travel to Washington, D.C. on March 31.  The total energy reduced savings has reduced 39.7% and has 
brought savings to the district of $5.3 million dollars.  Kudos to Bob Schoch and Tom Schneider.  Mrs. 
Heenan said kudos should also go to Pat Armillei, a science teacher who supported the district’s 
“Green Team” initiative. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Nancy Carroll from Newtown Borough addressed the board relative to possibly using monies from the 
economic stimulus package  to fund our special education program, especially to help low reading 
level students.  Training special education teachers to use technology devices to access information 
would be most helpful for these students.  This way, these students could have a better chance of being 
successful at college. 

 
 III.  Discussion Items 

 
First Reading – Board Policy #504 – Employment of Support Employees 
The board members shared their comments relative to this policy and considered this to be the first 
reading of such. 

 
IV.   Items for Board Approval 

 
A).  Donation Approval CRHS-S Baseball Scoreboard Donation  (Attachment #2)  
 Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Donnelly, passed with Mrs. Thomas abstaining, for approval 
of the CRHS-South Baseball Scoreboard Donation from Ira Meyer, Applebee’s Restaurant and 
Sterling Limousine at a value of $12,286.54 including installation as noted in Attachment 2. 
 
B).  Proposal Approval     (Attachment #3, #4, #5) 
The administration requests the approval of this contract for voice (phone) services.  The contract 
is E-rate compliant and will result in an approximate savings of $1,300 per month and has been 
reviewed by counsel. 
 
Mrs. McKessy moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed with Mr. Abramson being the sole “nay” 
vote, for the approval of the Broadview Networks three-year contract (and rates & changes) as 
contained in Attachment #5, subject to audit and solicitor’s review. 
 
C).  Bid Approvals   (Attachment #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11 & #12) 

 Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, 
for approval of the Storage Area Network Bid #09-02 to ASK Technologies, Inc. and 
Dell Marketing L.P. as contained in Attachment #8 at a cost not to exceed $223,168.88, 
subject to audit. 

 
 Mr. Donnelly moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed unanimously with a roll call 

vote, for the approval of the Symantec Licensing Bid #09-01 to En Pointe Technolo-
gies as contained in Attachment #12, at a cost not to exceed $7,504.90, subject to audit. 
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D).  Contract Approval      (Attachment #13) 
Mr. McMenamin moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for 
the approval of an increase to the Wallover Architect’s CRHS-North Pool Project contract as 
contained in Attachment #13, to include the cost of complying with Newtown Township’s Land 
Development Parking Lot Requirements and design to replace the parking spaces lost by the pool 
addition at a cost not to exceed $38,000, subject to audit. 
 
E).  PA-REAP Technology Service Agreement   (Attachment #16) 
Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mr. Donnelly, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for 
the approval of the NSAN (PA-REAP) Technology Service Agreement as contained in 
Attachment #16 at a cost not to exceed $990.00 per year, subject to audit. 

 
V. Committee Reports 

 
Academic Standards – Mrs. McKessy reported that at the last meeting discussion took place on 
Best Practices and Differentiated Instruction.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 2nd at 6:30 
p.m. 

 
Facilities  - Mr. Schneider shared information about the energy savings during Thanksgiving and 
the other holidays.  Data was prepared and we realized a savings of  $65,000 over last year.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for March 25th at 5:30 p.m. at the Chancellor Center. 

 
Finance – The next meeting is scheduled for March 25th at 7:00 p.m. at the Chancellor Center. 

 
Middle Bucks Institute of Technology – Mrs. Heenan reported that they are currently going 
through contract negotiations and the Fact Finder’s opinion was rejected.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for March 9th at 5:30 p.m. @ MBIT. 

 
BCIU #22- Mrs. Sexton reported that the last meeting was held on February 17th.  The PSERS 
meeting for members of all the Bucks County School Boards is scheduled for March 30th. 

 
VI.  Public Comment 

 
John Rasiej spoke about the agenda item voted on this evening regarding the approval of the 
donation of a baseball scoreboard for CRHS-South.   He noticed that we mentioned adding two 
businesses names; one being Applebee’s.  He mentioned that he thought Applebee’s was owned 
by “The Rose Group.” 

 
VII. Board Comments 
 

Mr. Grupp  spoke about the wonderful theatre performances presented recently from both high 
schools and Newtown Middle School. 
 
He also announced that the administration will check into the proper names to be displayed on the 
baseball scoreboard that was approved this evening. 
 
Dr. Anagnostakos thanked the band parents from CRHS-N for their efforts in the recent “Trivia 
Night” 
 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 


