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Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 
Thursday, February 5, 2009 

 
MINUTES –  
 
I.    Call to Order 

 
Vice President Mrs. Bernadette Heenan brought the meeting of the Board of School Directors to order 
in the absence of President Dr. Anagnostakos.  The meeting began at 7:30 p.m. at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by Council Rock School 
District and reported as being “live” in all district municipalities.  The following individuals were in 
attendance: 
 
  Board:  Dr. Paul Anagnostakos, President  (Absent)    
    Mrs. Bernadette Heenan, Vice-President 
    Richard Abramson, Esquire 
    Mr. Robert Donnelly 
    Mr. Jerold Grupp 
    Mrs. Kyle McKessy 
    Mr. J. Dennis McMenamin 
    Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 
    Mrs. Wendi Thomas 
 
    Mr. Mark J. Klein, Superintendent 
    Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Board Secretary  
    Mr. Robert Riegel, Board Treasurer; Asst. Business Administrator 
    Mr. Derek Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 
 
  Staff:  Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
    Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
    Mr. Robert Schoch, Director of Business Administration 
    Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Human Resources & Staff Devel. 
    Mr. Thomas Schneider, Supervisor of Facilities 
 
II.  Routine Actions 

 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Holland Elementary School Clarinet Ensemble played the 
National Anthem and then offered another ensemble entitled ‘Hunter’s Crossing.’  They were led by 
Ms. Newman. 
 
Mrs. Walter called the roll call of board members.  All were reported present with the exception of Dr. 
Paul Anagnostakos. 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Klein reported that our community knows too well the pain in losing a 
key member of our police force.  When Brian Gregg was killed in the line of duty, it was recognized as 
a loss to our entire school community.  We offer our sincere condolences to the family of Middletown 
Police Officer Christopher Jones and the entire Middletown community. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Debbie Holper, the parent of an autistic support student from Goodnoe Elementary, shared her 
concerns with our special education program and the transition to Middle School.  She referenced a 
book entitled ‘Beyond the Wall’.   She is concerned over lack of social skills for autistic students and 
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referred to the lack of benchmarks in our district for progress of these skills.  She suggested peer 
mentors be offered and a task force be formed in order to implement a program for these students. 
 
John Rasiej from Wrightstown spoke and requested an update on the progress of the fundraising for the 
synthetic turf project.  He also asked for clarification on Act 1 resolution passed January 22, 2009. 

 
 III.  Discussion Items 

 
2009 -2010 Budget – Mr. Schoch addressed the board with possible sources of revenue for the 2009-
2010 budget including revenue projections and State/Federal budget projections.  He spoke of  the 
process necessary to determine the duration and severity of recession.  He also shared the possible 
effect on the school district if the Federal Stimulus Plan should pass which is still under consideration. 
 
IV.   Items for Board Approval 

 
A).  CRHS-North Pool Deduct Change Order #2    (Attachment #1) 

• Gateway Project Management, LLC – General Contractor  (Attachment #2) 
Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Donnelly, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for 
approval of the CRHS-North General Contractor Deduct Change Order as noted in the above-
noted attachment at a total amount of $31,198.56, subject to audit. 

 
B).  Tax Collector Manual with Compensation Schedule   (Attachment #3) 
Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, passed with Mr. Grupp being the sole “nay” vote 
for approval of the Tax Collection Procedure Manual and all Amendments and Compensation 
Schedules as contained in above-noted attachment. 
 
C).  BCIU #22 Program & Services & Instructional Materials & Research (Attachment #4) 
       Services Budget for the 2009-10 School Year     
Mrs. McKessy moved, seconded by Mr. Donnelly, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for 
approval of the BCIU #22 Programs and Services and Instructional Materials & Research Services 
Budget for the 2009-2010 school year as presented in above-noted attachment. 
 

V.    Public Comments - None 
 
VI.  Board Comments 

 
Mr. Grupp complimented the community for the value they place on education.  While so many 
students have thanked the board members during ‘School Board Recognition Month’, it should be 
noted that the school board is responsible only for the allocation of monies.  Parents, neighbors, 
and the whole community pay taxes to make this school district operational.  Also, it was noted 
that many people move to our community because of the schools. 
 
Mrs. Thomas thanked the students in many of our schools for their kind expressions of 
appreciation during the month of January.  She noted that all notes are read and appreciated. 
 
Mrs. Heenan called Mr. Schneider to the podium to explain the situation relative to snow and ice 
conditions this winter.  Mr. Klein commended the maintenance staff for their efforts and asked the 
indulgence of the community during inclement weather conditions. 
 
Mr. Klein requested an executive session immediately following this meeting for discussion of 
collective bargaining issues. 
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Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
     

     
 
 
 
 


