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Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 

 
MINUTES – Public Meeting 
 
I.    Call to Order 

 
An executive session was held prior to the regular meeting.  President Dr. Paul Anagnostakos brought 
the meeting of the Board of School Directors to order at 7:36 p.m. at the Chancellor Center, 30 N. 
Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by Council Rock School District 
personnel and reported as being “live” in all district municipalities.  The following individuals were in 
attendance: 
 
  Board:  Dr. Paul Anagnostakos, President     
    Mrs. Bernadette Heenan, Vice-President 
    Richard Abramson, Esquire 
    Mr. Robert Donnelly    
    Mr. Jerold Grupp 
    Mrs. Kyle McKessy 
    Mr. J. Dennis McMenamin 
    Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 
    Mrs. Wendi Thomas 
 
    Mr. Mark J. Klein, Superintendent 
    Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Board Secretary  
    Mr. Derek Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 

 
 Staff:   Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
    Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
    Mr. Robert Schoch, Director of Business Administration 
    Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Human Resources (8:16 p.m.) 
    Mr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
    Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
    Mr. Thomas Schneider, Supervisor of Facilities 
 
II.  Routine Actions 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was held prior to the roll call of board members.  Mrs. Walter reported that 
all board members were in attendance. 
 
Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Klein welcomed everyone back to school.  By all reports, this was a 
great opening of school for our students, staff and CR families.  Thanks to staff and students for their 
great work as school opened this week.  It did not hurt us that the weather was ideal! 
 
He reminded the community that information for schools and community flyers are available on our 
efriday folder link.  To see all of the information we have posted on efriday folders, please go to our 
website www.crsd.org and click on the efriday folder link at the top of the page.  He drew attention to 
flyers that are now on our efriday folder community page for registration for the Council Rock 
Aquatics Program and for registrations for Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. 
 
As most of our community now knows, a Council Rock teacher was arrested last week for an 
inappropriate and unlawful relationship with a 2009 graduate.  Information on this issue is available on 
our website – www.crsd.org through a letter to our community. 
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There has been a furor in our community over a public address scheduled for Tuesday by President 
Barack Obama.  A letter addressing this issue is now on the front page of our web site along with a set 
of Frequently Asked Questions published by the United States Department of Education.  There are 
two distinct ideas to this debate and two polarized views on how Council Rock should approach the 
President’s address.  In my letter to our community, we take the same position on this public event that 
we take on all others.  In creating our path, we default to families, for the most part, in their ability to 
watch this message and properly address the content with their children.  If you have any questions 
about this issue, I urge you to read our letter and look carefully at the Frequently Asked Questions and 
other supporting information on the web. 
 
We are proud to announce that the Council Rock Coalition for Healthy Youth was just awarded a 
federal grant for $125,000 for training and programs in the Council Rock Community.  We will have 
the ability to renew this grant another five years. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Mr. Rasiej reported he was glad to have a great start of the new school year.  He requested that costs of 
the possible evening school be reviewed/revisited; he is concerned over staff costs.  He asked that it be 
postponed until the Spring. 

 
III. Items for Board Approval 

 
A).   School Bus Lists/Stops – Mr. Schoch     (Attachment #2) 

Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, 
for the approval of the 2009-2010 Council Rock School District school bus stops as 
contained in above noted attachment. 

 
        B).   Bid Approval – Mr. Schoch     (Attachment #3) 

The administration recommends “NO AWARD” at this time for the 2009-2010 
Transportation Services VIA Ambulance Vehicle RFP #09-64.  

 
Mrs. McKessy moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, 
for the approval to offer “NO AWARD” at this time for the 2009-2010  RFP #09-64 
Transportation Services VIA Ambulance Vehicle as per above-noted attachment. 

 
        C).   Ambulance Contract – Mr. Schoch    (Attachment #4) 

The administration recommends approval of a 3-month extension, ending November 30, 
2009, of the agreement with Newtown Ambulance at a daily rate of $175.00 each way for 
the first student transported and $75.00 each way for a second student transported.  On 
any regular scheduled school calendar day the transport is cancelled, there will be a 
charge of $175.00; as noted in above attachment. 

 
Mr. Donnelly moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, 
for the approval of a 3-month extension, ending November 30, 2009, of the Agreement 
with Newtown Ambulance as contained in above-noted attachment. 

 
        D).   Bid Approval – School Wires Licensing Agreement- Mr. Frederickson 

(Attachment #5) 
 

Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mrs. McKessy, passed unanimously with a roll call 
vote, for the approval of the 2009-2010 School Wires License Agreement Addendum as 
contained in above-noted attachment at a cost not to exceed $27,243.75, subject to audit. 
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        E).    Independent Contract Approval – Mr. Bollinger   (Attachment #6) 
  

Mrs. Heenan moved, seconded by Mrs. McKessy, passed unanimously with a roll call 
vote, for the approval of the Independent Contract Agreement with the Bucks Physical 
and Sports Rehabiliation  for substitute services when a Council Rock trainer is not 
available for the 2009-2010 school year at a cost not to exceed $225.00/day as contained 
in above-noted attachment. 

 
IV. Committee Reports 
 

• Academic Standards Committee – Mrs. McKessy reported that the next meeting will be 
on October 1st at 6:30 p.m. at the Chancellor Center. 

 
• Facilities Committee – Mr. Schneider reported an overview.  At the last meeting on 

August 26, there was discussion on energy conservation (saved $6.5 million).  The 
Wrightstown spring field received a satisfactory report; a hydro geologist is hired.  We 
are dealing with numerous emergencies with the Maureen Welch gymnasium. 

 
• Finance Committee – No report; next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 

23rd at 7:00 p.m. at the Chancellor Center. 
 

• MBIT Report Committee – Mrs. Heenan reported that they had a wonderful opening of 
school.  They are in the process of kitchen renovations. 

 
• Bucks Co. Intermediate Unit #22 – Mrs. Sexton reported that their next meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, September 15th at 7:00 p.m. at the BCIU. 
 
V. Public Comment 
 
John Rasiej from Wrightstown Township informed the community that Welch Elementary School’s 
gymnasium floor must be replaced.  He requested an update on contract negotiations with CRESPA. 
 
Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
     

     
 
 
 
 


