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 Council Rock School District 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Thursday, January 5, 2012 

 

MINUTES – Public Meeting of the Board of School Directors 

 

I. Call to Order – Mrs. Kyle McKessy, President presided over the public monthly meeting of the Council Rock 

Board of School Directors. She convened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, 

Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by the Council Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five 

municipalities.  The following individuals were present: 

 

School Board  Mrs. Kyle McKessy, President 

   Mrs. Wendi Thomas, Vice President 

   Mr. Richard Abramson, Esquire 

   Dr. Paul Anagnostakos (Absent)      

   Mr. Robert Donnelly 

   Mr. Jerold Grupp   

   Mrs. Bernadette Heenan  (Absent/Ill) 

   Mr. J. Dennis McMenamin  

   Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 

 

   Mark J. Klein, Esquire, Superintendent 

   Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Secretary 

   Derek J. Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 

 

Staff:   Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 

   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 

                Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board Treasurer 

   Mr. David Bollinger, Director of Human Resources & Staff Developmentw 

   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 

   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 

   Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 

 

II. Routine Actions 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag, Mrs. Walter called the roll call and reported all were in attendance 

with the exception of Dr. Anagnostakos and Mrs. Heenan. 

 

Superintendent’s Report –Mr. Klein reported that Council Rock Education Week will be held from January 9-12
th

. 

 

Council Rock-South Band traveled to San Diego over the holiday break where they competed against 6 other bands 

from across the country in both parade and field show competitions.  South received the following awards: 

 

 Parade Competition: 1
st
 place, best marching, best drum major, best percussion, best music, best general ef-

fect 

 Field Show Competition:  2
nd

 place, best marching, best percussion 

 Overall Combined Award:  1
st
 place out of 7 bands 

 

The band had the opportunity to get to know students in the other 6 bands from across the country.  It was noted in 

the TV broadcast of the Big Bay Balloon Parade that South traveled the farthest to be there.  The band also marched 

in the Disneyland Parade on New Year’s Eve and saw the sights of San Diego and Hollywood. 

 

Congratulations to Council Rock South Orchestra and Choral Group who had the privilege of  traveling to Washing-

ton, D.C. to perform in the Whitehouse East Wing on December 22, 2011.  They are considered great ambassadors 

of the district. 
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Public Comment 

 

Allison MacGahan as an officer of CREF (Council Rock Education Foundation) reported that a recycling fundraiser 

will be held in all schools from January 9 – March 9, 2012.  The Green Team will assist with this project.  She en-

couraged parents, students and community members to participate in this event. 

 

Diana Nolan from Upper Makefield Township encouraged the board to consider working/meeting together with 

P.A.R.E.  The P.A.R.E. membership has been impressed with the revamping of GPA and the reduction of the num-

ber of R-rated movies. 

 

Nancy Carroll from Newtown Borough wished everyone a Happy New Year and offered congratulations to our mu-

sic program and the great recognition they have had.  Her main subject of concern is the Goodnoe Elementary pro-

ject and the declining student enrollment since 2005.    She shared several scenarios of concern with this building 

project. 

 

Marilyn Scarpa reported that she is an advocate of a District Comprehensive Redistricting Plan to be done.  There 

are definitely discrepancies! 

 

III. Items for Board Approval        FA MEM 

           FA AIRES 

           FA AD 

A).Act 34 Resolution for Goodnoe Elementary School – Mr Taylor and Mr. Schrader were in attendance to share 

and explain the items listed in the resolution.  The resolution involves the district to undertake as a project additions 

and renovations to Goodnoe Elementary School; the board proposes to adopt maximum project costs and maximum 

building construction costs for the project; and the district intends to conduct a public hearing to inform the residents 

of the school district with respect to the project. 

 

After much discussion, Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed with Mrs. Sexton being the sole “nay” 

vote, for the approval of the Goodnoe Elementary School Act 34 Resolution and authorization to advertise as ex-

plained in the attachment noted. 

 

B).  Amendment to our 403(b) Plan Document      BA LTR 

The administration recommends the approval of the Amendment to  our 403(b) plan document based on Federal 

Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Act of 2008 (Heart Act).  The amendment addresses interruptions of pay and 

benefits as a result of qualified uniformed military service which requires some changes to our 403(b) Plan Docu-

ment.   Mr. Reinhart reported there will be no cost to the district. 

 

Mr. Donnelly moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for approval to our 403(b) 

Plan Document as contained in attachment noted. 

 

C).  Intention to Approve the 2012-13 PDE 2028 Budget Report in Accordance with Act 1 BA MEM 

           BA 2028 

Act 1 required the district to either make the PDE 2028 form available for public inspection or adopt a resolution 

indicating that we will not raise taxes by more than the Act 1 index.  The Finance Committee recommended approv-

ing the PDE 2028 at the January 19
th

 board meeting. 

 

Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mr. Donnelly, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for approval to author-

ize the administration to prepare a motion to approve the PDE 2028 document during the January 19, 2012 board 

meeting. 
 

IV. Committee Reports 

 

 BCIU – Mrs. Sexton reported that the next scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 

7:30 p.m. 

 Facilities Committee – Mr. Taylor reported that discussion took place on December 14
th

 relative to Good-

noe Elementary and the Act 34 process; the close out for Churchville Elementary; and the PlanCon for 

Holland Elementary is proposed for January 19
th

 board meeting approval. 
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 Finance Committee – Mr. Reinhart reported that at the last meeting held on December 14th, discussion 

took place relative to expenditures and revenues and the budget process and Act 1 requirements.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for January 26
th

 immediately following the Facilities meeting.   

 Academic Standards Committee- Mrs. Thomas reported that at tonight’s meeting, there was a curriculum 

coordinator presentation plus Mr. Desko and Mrs. McClendon shared curriculum expectations vs. academ-

ic goals.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 2
nd

 at 6:30 p.m. @ Chancellor Center for review of 

the elementary reading program. 

 Act 34 Hearing is scheduled for Thursday, February 2, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. @ Chancellor Center (prior to the 

regular board meeting). 

 

V.      Public Comment   
 

Nancy Carroll from Newtown Borough reported that if there are only 460 students at Goodnoe Elementary, it would 

never be her choice to add additional classrooms.  Our schools need to be more secure.  She stated that she is against 

changing the bus routes, replacing trailers with permanent classrooms, and the nine special education classes.  Mak-

ing Goodnoe Elementary bigger than any other elementary is wrong! 

 

Lee Sheppard from Wrightstown Township thanked the board for listening to us and preserving public comment. 

 

V1.         Board Comments 

 

Mr. Reid reported that there will be an executive session following this meeting for discussion of a personnel matter 

and collective bargaining. 

 

Dr. Foster suggested proposing a revision to our current policies referencing Brd. Policy #707,  #900 and #901in 

order to meet constituents needs. 

 

Mr. Grupp shared his feelings about Dr. Foster’s suggestion.  One hour before the meeting, a number of board 

members could eet individually with constituents in a floating  fashion (optional).  A single board member is re-

stricted and 4 or more – might create a Sunshine Act violation. 

 

Mr. Grupp also brought up the issue of class rings and asked if space could be made available to outside vendors to 

be in our buildings.   He suggested making the class ring with limited choices.  Identify the ring with CR which has 

true meaning. 

 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE 

Secretary to the Board of School Directors 

 

 


