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Council Rock School District 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Thursday, February 6, 2014 

 

MINUTES- Public Meeting of Board of Directors  

 

I.   Call to Order- Andy Block, Vice-President, presided over the public monthly meeting of the Council Rock 

Board of School Directors. He convened the meeting 7:09 p.m. at the Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, 

Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by the Council Rock School District broadcast “live” in all five 

municipalities.  The following individuals were present: 

 

School Board: Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  (absent) 

Mr. Andy Block, Vice President 

Mr. Richard Abramson, Esquire (arrived 7:40) 

Mrs. Denise Brooks 

Mr. Mark Byelich  (absent) 

Dr. Bill Foster 

Mr. Jerold Grupp (arrived 7:15) 

Mrs. Kyle McKessy 

Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton (absent) 

 

Mark J. Klein, Esquire, Superintendent 

Donna Heverly, Acting Board Secretary 

Robert Cox, Esquire, Solicitor 

 

Staff: Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 

Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 

Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 

Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board Treasurer 

Ms. N. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources   

Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology (absent) 

Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 

 

II. Routine Actions 

 Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Secretary Heverly called the roll call and reported all members were 

in attendance with the exception of  Mrs. Thomas ( traveling for business), Mr. Abramson (delayed with 

work -arrived 7:40), Mr. Byelich (ill), Mr. Grupp (arrived 7:15), and Mrs. Sexton (absent due to weather 

related conditions). 

 

Mr. Cox stated Mr. Abramson and Mr. Grupp’s late arrival does fulfill the quorum requirements. 

 

Mr. Block complemented all Council Rock School District administration and staff for their hard work 

with the latest winter weather conditions. 
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 Superintendent’s Report 

Mr. Klein encouraged the community if they see a member of the maintenance staff to thank them for the 

amount of work involved to get schools prepared for the next day of opening. He was also appreciative to 

school community for support concerning the weather conditions and closures for the past two months.  

Schools will be closed again tomorrow due to four school facilities without power and a number of road 

closures throughout the area.  Holland Middle, Maureen Welch and Council Rock High School North will 

be open tomorrow as shelters for people without power.  Mr. Klein expressed appreciation to Chartwells 

food service for providing hot chocolate, coffee and snacks as well as members of community who also 

delivered pretzels and related items.  Approximately 100 people used the facilities today.  Council Rock 

High School North will also open the aquatic locker rooms for those in need of a shower. 

Mr. Klein continued his report in reference to the school closures and the need to make up for the excess of 

snow days taken.  His recommendation would be to stop at the third week of June and begin to take days in 

the middle of the calendar such as spring break. Further discussion would take place depending on how the 

weather cooperates in the next few weeks.  Mr. Klein would encourage discussion and request board 

approval altering the calendar and using February 14
th

 as a school day.  Discussion entailed staff coming to 

school instead of in-service day which did not involve any trainings with credit, concern for the impact of 

make-up days for staff, and building checkpoints within calendar so everyone is aware of a possibility what 

days may be needed to make up days due to additional school closures.  Mr. Klein stated the need to 

communicate with staff and will work on obstacles being flexible as possible.  Mrs. McKessy 

communicated from members of the community and herself the appreciation due to the recent weather 

challenges and how Mr. Klein has communicated to the community in a clear and timely fashion. 

Mr. Klein concluded by honoring two essay winners for Martin Luther King Day of service.  Mrs. 

McClendon provided details stating each year 6
th

 graders write essays on what it means to participate in a 

day of service.  Instead of having a day “off”, students have a day “on”.  The selected students spoke of 

being kind, living the legacy of Martin Luther King, how they treat others, and being involved in a day of 

service.  The students were recognized on Martin Luther King Day at Council Rock High School South.  

Mr. Klein and Mrs. McClendon provided the proclamations to Aiden McKessy from Wrightstown 

Elementary and Emma Diamond from Rolling Hills Elementary. 

 

Public Comment 

No public comment 

 

 

III. Academic Standards Committee Meeting - Technology’s Impact on Classroom Instruction – Mr. 

Desko  

Mr. Desko explained the presentation this evening is to communicate to the public how the use of 

technology is used in a broader sense across the classroom at various levels in the schools.  The 

representation from elementary, middle, and high school is to demonstrate how different methods of 

technology are commonly used in the classrooms. 

Mr. Desko introduced Dan Smith and Chris Sava from Holland Elementary.  Mr. Smith and Ms. Sava 

described how technology is used as a way to reach students of different grade levels and how students can 

be successful through use of eduGlogster.  This is an on-line tool that incorporates technology, multi-media 

entertainment and design to allow students to create an interactive poster board.  Student examples were 

provided showing their creative work. Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Versace from Newtown Middle were then 

introduced to discuss the technology innovation currently practiced at the middle school level.  The teaching 

model of “flipped classroom” was described attempting to be student centered and not teacher centered.  
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Students pre-learn concepts at home which leaves more valuable time in classroom. The teacher has more of 

an opportunity to interact with students individually in the classroom. Advantages and disadvantages were 

discussed.  Examples were shown of how the teachers plan and use the program.  Ms. Tomlinson from 

Council Rock North concluded the discussion on a high school level by describing her class design model 

that combines the traditional classroom with an on-line environment.  She uses the Council Rock learning 

management system, LMS, which is a free open source platform and open for any Council Rock teacher. 

Ms. Tomlinson displayed the Moodle course from LMS explaining how students have an opportunity to 

experience an online learning environment that will be a part of their future in college and/or career. She 

continued by describing how the Moodle course is used for placing classroom teaching materials for parent 

and student access, different uses for the course, and some of the benefits and pitfalls. In conclusion 

previous and current student feedback were provided.  

IV. Items for Board Approval  

 1. Appointment of Board Secretary – Mrs. McKessy  

 The Board of School Directors recommend the approval of Kapua A. Rice as Board Secretary, subject to 

the amended Personnel Action below. 

 Mrs. McKessy moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp with a roll call vote to unanimously approve Kapua A. 

Rice as Board Secretary according to the terms of the Personnel Action below.  

 COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 

 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS 

 

February 6, 2014 

  

    

I.  APPOINTMENT 

 

                              1.  Name:   Kapua Rice 

Position:   School Board Secretary 

   Term:   Four-year term 

   Pay Rate:  $21.00 per hour 

   Effective Date:  2/20/14 

Reason: Retirement (Walters) 

 

 

 2. Approval to Authorize PFM (Public Financial Management) to refinance the District’s 

General Obligations Bonds Series of 2006(“2006 Bonds”,  Series of 2009(“2009 Bonds), 

Series A of 2009 (“2009A Bonds) and to issue bonds to finance certain capital projects – 

Mr. Reinhart 

 

 The Administration recommends authorization for Public Financial Management to present to the Board 

various Bond Refinancing Projects relative to the General Obligation Bonds set forth below:  the refunding 

of a portion of the 2009A Bonds; the refunding of a portion of the 2009A bonds and 2009 Bonds; the 

refunding of the 2006 Bonds; and to issue bonds to fund certain capital projects. 

 Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp with a roll call vote of 5-0 (Mrs. McKessy not in place at 

time of vote) to approve the motion stated below: 

Resolved: The Board of School Directors of the Council Rock School District (the “School District”) does 

hereby authorize the Administration to work with Public Financial Management, Financial Advisor, King, 

Spry, Herman, Freund & Faul  LLC  Bond Counsel, and Eastburn and Gray, Council Rock School District 
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Solicitor to develop parameters for this issuance of four new series of bonds, for the purpose of funding 

certain capital projects and the refunding of the School District’s 2006 Bonds, 2009 Bonds and 2009A 

Bonds for final consideration by the board at meeting scheduled on 2/20/14.  

  

3. Acceptance of Independent Audit Report – Mr. Reinhart  
 

 The Administration recommends the acceptance of the Independent Auditor’s Report for the fiscal year 

ended June 30, 2013 as contained in the Attachment to this Agenda. The report includes a “clean opinion” 

from the Independent Auditors.  

 Dr. Foster moved, seconded by Mrs. Brooks with a roll call vote of 5-0 to approve (Mrs. McKessy not at 

place at time of vote) the Independent Auditor’s Report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2013 as 

contained in the Attachment to this Agenda. 

   

 4. Approval of Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Programs & Services and 

Instructional Materials Budget for the 2014-2015 School Year  

– Mr. Reinhart 

 

 The Administration recommends the approval of the BCIU No. 22 Programs & Services and the 

Instructional Materials and Research Services Budget for the 2014-2015 School Year as presented in the 

Attachment to this Agenda. 

 Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Block with a roll call vote to unanimously approve the Bucks County 

Intermediate Unit No. 22 Programs and Services and the Instructional Materials and Research Services 

Budget for the 2014-2015 School Year as presented in the Attachments to this Agenda at a total cost not to 

exceed $141,863.00, subject to audit. 

    

 5. Approval of Board Policies – Mr. Klein   

  Policy 217 Pupils / Graduation Requirements  

  Policy 620 Finances / Maintenance of Fund Balance  

  Policy 707 Property / Use of Facilities   

 Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mr. Block, to table by unanimous consent approval of Board Policies 

217, 620 and 707 as contained in the Attachment to this Agenda. Policies to go before Board at the next 

board meeting of February 20
th

. 

   

 6. Approval of Bid – Mr. Reinhart/Mr. Taylor  

  Bid #14-10 2014 KC Enclosed Service Body Truck  

 Description: 2014 Chassis 4x4, 60” CA, Regular Cab 141” WB, SRW XL  

 Vendor: Chapman Ford  

 Bid Award: $48,500.00  

 Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mrs. McKessy  to table by unanimous consent the motion to award 2014 

KC Enclosed Service Body Truck Bid #14-10 to Chapman Ford at a total cost not to exceed $48,500.00, 

subject to audit.  Motion to go before the board with more information on the February 20
th

 board meeting. 

Description:%202014%20Chassis%204x4,%2060
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V. 

 

Board Topics  

Old Business 

Mr. Block commented based upon the priorities established to move towards goals as discussed at the 

previous board topic.  Mrs. Thomas and Mr. Block would like the committee chairs to move forward over 

the next month and formulate specific goals out of each of priorities previously established.  Requested the 

committee chairs report back by March 1
st
 with the specific goals.   

Mr. Block also requested from each board member available dates for a board work session.  The session 

would begin to prioritize the goals from each committee coordinating with the capital planning work 

presently in place.  Another goal for the work session would be to form an employee relations committee. 

New Business 

Mr. Klein stated upon school closure tomorrow there will now be eight days taken.  Requested the use of 

February 14
th

 which is an in-service day to be used as the first makeup of two snow days and move from 

that point to the spring calendar.  Mr. Klein requested authorization of changing February 14
th

 due to 

amending the school calendar. 

Public Comment requested due to Board Policy 

No Public Comment 

Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mrs. McKessy passing (with Mr. Abramson abstaining from vote) for 

Mr. Klein to make a determination and authorize in his best judgment to make February 14
th

 a school 

day. 

 

Further discussion moved to allow Mr. Klein to use February 17
th

 as a school day in consultation with Mr. 

Cox. 

Dr. Foster moved, seconded by Mrs. Brooks passing (with Mr. Abramson abstaining from vote) for Mr. 

Klein to use February 17
th

 at his discretion to use as a school day if needed. 

 

Mr. Grupp shared his thoughts in viewing a video named 94 Maidens by Rhonda Fink-Whitman. Students 

who have gone through the Pennsylvania education system were interviewed by Ms. Fink-Whitman 

concerning the Holocaust showing no knowledge of the subject.  Mr. Grupp found it disturbing to view 

that most students on a collegic level did not understand or provide any knowledge on this subject and 

noted Pennsylvania does not require education of the Holocaust.  This prompted Mr. Grupp to request for 

new business on two issues.  The first request would be for the administration to provide to the board what 

practices are around the Holocaust education for children in Council Rock.  The second request would be 

for Mr. Grupp to draft a motion for the board to make an appeal to the state legislature indicating the board 

is supportive instituting a state wide requirement of Holocaust education. 

   

 

VI. Committee Reports 

 Academic Standards Committee:  

Mrs. Brooks stated she will be meeting with Mr. Klein, Mr. Desko and Mrs. McClendon to discuss the 

academic standards portion of the board’s goals next week.  
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 Facilities Committee:  

Mrs. McKessy reported on the January 23
rd

 meeting Mr. Taylor reviewed facility improvements, capital 

project updates, and presentation by Mr. Klein regarding Decision Insight.  Next meeting will be February 

27
th

.  Requested meeting of February 27
th

 to begin at 6:00 pm to discuss board goals.    

 Finance Committee:   

 

Dr. Foster reported last meeting concerned discussion of audit regarding balance sheet pension liability and 

refinance discussion to reduce costs and allow less interest rate risks.  Discussion on board goals will 

continue on the next meeting of February 27
th

.    

 

  

 MBIT: 

 

Dr. Foster reported the attempt to reorganize and discuss budget. 

 

  

 Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22: 

 

Mrs. Sexton absent 

 

  

VII. Public Comment  

No Comment 

  

VIII. 

 

Solicitor’s Report 
 

Mr. Cox reported an executive session due to litigation following board meeting. 

 

 

 

  

Board Calendar 

MBIT Executive Committee Meeting Monday, February 10, 2014 at 5:30 PM 

Middle Bucks Institute of Technology 

IU Executive Board Meeting - 

No December Meeting 

Tuesday, February 18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  

Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 

Regular Board Meeting Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Chancellor Center 

Facilities Committee Meeting Thursday, February 27, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

The Chancellor Center 

Finance Committee Meeting   

 

Thursday, February 27, 2014  

Immediately Following the Facilities Meeting 

The Chancellor Center 

Agenda Board Meeting Thursday, March 6, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Chancellor Center 

Academic Standards Committee Meeting   

(Elementary & Secondary Panel Discussion) 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

The Chancellor Center - Boardroom 

  

 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna Heverly, Acting Board Secretary 

Council Rock Board of School Directors 

 

 


