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Council Rock School District 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

Newtown, Pennsylvania 
Thursday, June 4, 2009 

 
MINUTES – Public Meeting 
 
I.    Call to Order 

 
Prior to the meeting, a reception was held to honor all district retirees.  President Dr. Paul 
Anagnostakos brought the meeting of the Board of School Directors to order at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by Council 
Rock School District and reported as being “live” in all district municipalities.  The following 
individuals were in attendance: 
 
  Board:  Dr. Paul Anagnostakos, President     
    Mrs. Bernadette Heenan, Vice-President 
    Richard Abramson, Esquire 
    Mr. Robert Donnelly  (Absent)  
    Mr. Jerold Grupp 
    Mrs. Kyle McKessy 
    Mr. J. Dennis McMenamin 
    Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton 
    Mrs. Wendi Thomas 
 
    Mr. Mark J. Klein, Superintendent 
    Mrs. Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE, Board Secretary  
    Mr. Derek Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 

 
 Staff:   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 
    Mr. Robert Schoch, Director of Business Administration 
    Mr. David M. Bollinger, Director of Human Resources (8:16 p.m.) 
    Mr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
    Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
    Mr. Thomas Schneider, Supervisor of Facilities 
 
II.  Routine Actions 

 
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, students from Churchville Elementary School’s Select Chorus  
sang the National Anthem and another ensemble entitled “Seasons of Love”.  They were directed by 
Ms. Bacak. 
 
Mrs. Walter called the roll call of board members.  All were reported present with the exception of Mr. 
Donnelly who is away on family business. 

 
Superintendent’s Report – Mr. Klein recognized  the following district retirees for this school year: 
 

Name Position # of years of service 
Ginger Alexy Receptionist/CRHS-South 25 years 
Gloria Anderson Secretary/Churchville Elementary 23 years 
Marilyn Czekaj Library Asst/CRHS-North 10 years 
Stephen Duncan Teacher/Wrightstown Elem 37 years 
Eileen Dwell Principal/Goodnoe Elementary 11 years 
Mary Ernst Teacher/Rolling Hills Elementary 36 years 
Marlene Flor Library Asst/CRHS-South 26 years 
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Kathleen Fujimoto Secretary/Chancellor Center 16 years 
Judy Fulford Clerk/Newtown Middle 29 years 
Ruth Hartman Spec. Ed. Teacher/Newtown Mdl. 23 years 
Marie Herlihy Receptionist/CRHS-North 20 years 
Randy Hulings Teacher/Wrightstown Elementary 36 years 
Larry Jerrom H/PE Teacher/CRHS-North 35 years 
Sharon Kiryluk Language Teacher/Newtown Mdl. 11 years 
Patricia Liddie English Teacher/Newtown Mdl. 35 years 
Sharon Lipski Teacher Asst/CRHS-South 23 years 
David Marrington Social St. Teacher/CRHS-North 34 years 
James McPeak Teacher/Richboro Middle 34 years 
Jeannine Mitchell English Teacher/CRHS-South 26 years 
Jeanne Myers Librarian/Newtown Middle 21 years 
Patrice Pladsen Principal/Sol Feinstone Elem. 5 years 
Cathleen Rockwell Teacher Asst/Holland Middle 13 years 
Mary Jo Tiso Teacher Asst/Newtown Middle 2 years 
Kathleen Weber Teacher/CRHS-North 36 years 

  
Council Rock Education Foundation Awards – Mr. Klein introduced Marilyn Scarpa, CREF President 
who presented over $6,000.00 in grants to various district programs that support innovative initiatives 
to enhance learning.  Nine grants, ranging from $500 to $2,000 were awarded.  The filmmaking and 
broadcasting programs at CRHS-North were big recipients, together taking in $2,000 for a proposed 
student-produced film festival.  CRHS-North’s “Kick Off Mentoring” freshman student program was 
also given $1,000.  That effort pairs younger students with upperclassmen in an effort to better 
acclimate them with the school and social environment.  Pat Toner was awarded $1,975 in grant 
money to support a HIV/AIDS awareness program across the district’s 10 elementary schools.  Ms. 
Toner will use the money to update and refine her “age appropriate” curriculum for teaching the 
dangers of the disease to third and sixth grade students.  At Holland Elementary, Nanette Lutz “World 
Music Drumming” program received $1,982.  Holland Middle School received $1,897 for a classroom 
Interactive Response System and Council Rock’s Green Team (Pat Armillei) received $1,000 for 
initiatives that support environmental responsibility throughout the district.  The Robert H. Winters 
Memorial Grant was given to Joe Warwick’s “Physics in Flight” program, which CREF said 
“integrates science, technology, engineering, math and literacy.”  Mr. Warwick’s flight program 
involves five high school physics classes, who will engineer and build an eight-foot model airplane.  
They will later take the plane to elementary and middle schools and present lessons and 
demonstrations to younger science students.  Charlene Winters, spouse of Robert Winters was on hand 
to deliver this award.  A grant was also awarded to initiate a district Norwester Readers Canine 
Assisted Learning Program and Goodnoe Elementary first graders got $500 for an in-classroom 
interactive video conferencing program. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Marlene Burke, Winnie Zhu, Carol Nissim, Linda Tuft, Mrs. Shanker & Ms. Holland all addressed the 
board with concerns over the issue of the cuts in the budget regarding the music program.  They 
strongly urged the board to ‘Save the Arts’.  They also shared the problems/conflicts the music 
students are experiencing with scheduling for next year.  They encouraged the board to retain certain 
staff members, whose schedules were changed, to remain at 100% (full-time) at the high school. 
 
Jeremy Wurtzel, a 9th grade student announced that he is excited about making his school more envir-
onmentally friendly through waste management.   He reported that the student body wants to get in-
volved in a recycling program called ‘Paracycle Program’.  This will raise awareness of recycling and 
he would like to initiate this for the 2009-10 school year. 
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Nancy Carroll from Newtown Borough shared her concern over the CREA renegotiation proposal.  In 
her opinion, this proposal reflects the most optimistic view of the economy three years from now.  
Although this proposal is generous on the union’s part, and in some ways, beneficial to the district in 
the short term, she is taking a long term view at it and doesn’t believe this agreement is in the best  
interest of all stakeholders – teachers, taxpayers and students.  Please reconsider this proposal and vote 
NO or go back to the table. 
 
John Rasiej from Wrightstown Township reported that he is concerned over the impact the contract 
will impose on the budget and he does not see the proposal of a renegotiated CREA contract to be 
beneficial to the taxpayers; the 3rd year added on to the contract is critical! 
 
Jillian Ambs, a choir parent, requested to have enrollment figures and asked how she could obtain 
such. 
 
III. Discussion 
  
Board Policy #707 – First Reading – Use of Facilities    (Attachment #1) 
Much discussion ensued relative to this policy.   
 
CREA Renegotiations Proposal 
After an extensive presentation, there was much discussion and concern relative to the proposal.  A 
special meeting may be called on June 11th to cover this issue.  Then, it still requires ratification by the 
union (CREA). 
 
IV.   Items for Board Approval 

 
A).  Transportation Consultant Contract              (Attachment #2, #3) 
Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for the 
approval of the contract for consultant services to Management Partnership Services, Inc. as 
contained in above-noted attachment, at a cost not to exceed $6,000.00, subject to audit. 
 
B).   Council Rock Evening School      (Attachment #4) 
Mrs. McKessy moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed with Mrs. Heenan being the sole “nay” 
vote, for the approval of planning and advertising for the Council Rock Evening School for the 
2009-10 school year.  
 
C).   Bid Approvals 
Mr. Abramson moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for 
approval of the following five bid awards, bid summaries attached, subject to audit: 
 

• Science Supplies/Equipment Bid #09-05    (Attachment #5) 
It is recommended that the bid be awarded to the vendors in the Total Low Acceptable 
Bid column in an amount not to exceed $26,703.51 for the school year 2009-10. 
 

• Physical Education Supplies & Equipment Bid #09-08  (Attachment #6) 
It is recommended that the bid be awarded to the vendors listed in the Total Low 
Acceptable Bid column in an amount not to exceed $8,747.41 for the 2009-10 school 
year. 
 

• Domestic Water Sampling & Testing Bid #09-21   (Attachment #7) 
It is recommended that the bid be awarded to S & G Water Conditioning, Inc. as a one-
year contract totaling $15,490.00 renewable for years two and three. 
 

• Chiller Preventive Maintenance Service Bid #09-22   (Attachment #8) 
It is recommended that the bid be awarded to Oliver Mechanical as a one-year contract 
totaling $11,293.00 renewable for years two and three. 
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• Sprinkler System Maintenance Bid #09-23    (Attachment #9) 
It is recommended that the bid be awarded to S. A. Comunale Company as a one-year 
contract totaling $19,536.20 renewable for years two and three. 
 

D).   Student Activity Contracts     (Attachment #10 & #11) 
Following much discussion, Mrs. Heenan moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed with Mr. Grupp 
being the sole “nay” vote, for approval of the following two student activity contracts, subject to 
audit: 

 
 CRHS-North Senior Trip – to approve the Student Activity Contract for 2009-10 CRHS-

North Senior Trip, as contained in attachment 10, subject to audit. 
 

 CRHS-South Senior Trip- to approve the Student Activity Contract for 2009-10 CRHS-
South Senior Trip, as contained in attachment 11, subject to audit. 

         
E).   Independent Contractor Contracts   (Attachments #12, #13, #14 & #15) 
 
Following much discussion, Mr. McMenamin moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, for approval for 
the contract with C. J. First Step independent contract for the 2009-10 school year, at a cost not to 
exceed $15,000, subject to audit.  After extensive discussion, Mr. McMenamin moved, seconded 
by Mrs. Heenan, passed unanimously to amend the original motion and approve the C. J. First 
Step independent contract for the 2009-10 school year as contained in attachment 13, at a cost not 
to exceed $10,000, subject to audit. 
 
Mr. McMenamin moved, seconded by Mrs. McKessy, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, 
for approval of the Pamela Rook independent contract for the 2009-10 school year, as contained 
in attachment 14, at a cost not to exceed $20,000, subject to audit. 
 
Mr. McMenamin moved, seconded by Dr. Anagnostakos, passed with Mrs. Sexton being the sole 
“nay” vote, for approval of the Susan Smith independent contract for the 2009-10 school year, as 
contained in attachment 15, at a cost not to exceed $4,000, subject to audit. 

 
F).   Appointments to Earned Income Tax Consolidation Committee  (Attachment #16) 
Mrs. Thomas moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed unanimously with a roll call vote, for the 
approval of the following appointments to the Earned Income Tax Consolidation Committee: 
 
  Primary voting delegate:     Robert Donnelly 
  First Alternate voting delegate: Wendi Thomas 
  Second Alternate voting delegate: Jerold Grupp 
 

 G).   Mandate Waiver       (Attachment #17) 
The Finance Committee recommends approval of this mandate waiver application to allow 
advertising of all school district bid announcements and other legal notices on the district website.   

 
Mrs. Sexton moved, seconded by Mr. Grupp, passed with Mrs. Thomas being absent for the vote, 
for approval of the Mandate Waiver Application, as contained in above-noted attachment. 

  
 H).   Sol Feinstone PTO Donation of SmartBoards    (Attachment #18) 

Following much discussion, Mr. Grupp moved, seconded by Mrs. Heenan, passed with Mr. Grupp 
being the sole “nay” vote, for approval of the donation from the Sol Feinstone PTO in the amount 
of $55,000 for all costs associated with the purchase and installation of 23 SmartBoards, as 
described in above-noted attachment. 
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 I).    New Positions Authorization      (Attachment #19) 
• Grant Writer 
• Clerk of the Works 
• Access Funding Coordinator 

 
Following an extensive discussion, Mrs. McKessy moved, seconded by Mrs. Thomas, passed 
unanimously with a roll call vote, for the approval to table this action of the above-noted positions 
until the next meeting. 

 
IV.    Committee Reports - Due to the lateness of the hour, no committee reports were given. 
 
V. Public Comment 

 
John Rasiej from Wrightstown Township shared that he feels that the Evening School is not a 
critical issue within the district.   He then discussed various budgetary items of concern. 
 
Mr. Reid reported that an executive session was held prior to this meeting for discussion of 
confidential student information. 

 
V.   Board Comments - None 

 
 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Charlotte I. Walter, CEOE 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
     

     
 
 
 
 


