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 Council Rock School District 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

 Newtown, Pennsylvania 

Monday, September 30, 2013 

 

MINUTES –Special Public Meeting of the Board of School Directors 

 

I.    Call to Order – Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President, presided over the public meeting of the Council Rock 

Board of School Directors. She convened the meeting 7:03 p.m. at the Chancellor Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, 

Newtown, PA.  The meeting was recorded by the Council Rock School District broadcast “live” in all five munici-

palities.  The following individuals were present: 

 

School Board  Mrs. Wendi Thomas, President  

   Mrs. Kyle McKessy, Vice President  

   Mr. Richard Abramson, Esquire  

   Dr. Paul Anagnostakos  (absent)   

   Mr. Robert Donnelly  (absent)      

   Dr. Bill Foster          

   Mr. Jerold Grupp    

   Mrs. Bernadette Heenan     

   Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton    

 

   Mark J. Klein, Esquire, Superintendent     

   Donna Heverly, Acting Board Secretary 

   Derek J. Reid, Esquire, Solicitor 

 

Staff:   Mrs. Joy McClendon, Director of Elementary Education 

   Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 

                 Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board Treasurer 

   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 

Mr. Doug Taylor, Supervisor of Operations 

 

II.    Routine Actions 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Secretary Heverly called the roll call and it was reported all board members 

were present except Dr. Anagnostokos and Mr. Donnelly. 

   

 
III. Presentation of the Capacity Study 

 

Mr. Klein reported this evening’s session of the Board of School Directors purpose was to review the analysis of the 

Capacity Study completed.  The presentation was given by Mr. David Schrader of Schrader Group Architecture.  

Following the presentation, there will be a question and answer format. 

 

Mr. Taylor spoke noting deficiencies of the buildings in the district when gathering information for the capital im-

provement plan.  This prompted the Schrader analysis study to better understand the space issues within each district 

building. 

   

Mr. Schrader began the presentation explaining the purpose of the study, along with the enrollment projection study, 

will provide a picture of what space will be needed for future enrollments.  Meetings were held with Principals and 

District Administration to review the visual and spreadsheet analysis of each facility.  Mr. Schrader pointed out in 

each school the proposed use would be:  elimination of modulars transferring those functions into the buildings, put-

ting the storage space back to the original function and not for use as educational space, and relocating space of 

classrooms that are less than the allowable by the Department of Education standards.  A graphic color coded analy-

sis was shown of every school followed by a “Proposed use Diagram” considering if space was lacking, if changes 

were needed, and how those changes could be made.  The presentation was continued with a spreadsheet analysis 
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depicting the grade structure and the proposed capacity of district class sizes.  The information combines the func-

tional need for facility use as well as the Council Rock School District use.  Grade structure varies slightly according 

to age level.  The spreadsheet provided the May 2013 enrollment, existing use capacity, and proposed use capacity.  

The results portrayed how each school is full, over or under in space. 

 

IV.   Board Questions and Comments 
 

Discussion among board members agreed information presented was helpful.  Questions were posed for clarification 

on facts of presentation, usage of outside organizations and on the capacity of the LSAC and other program loca-

tions not located at the schools.  Mr. Klein addressed the Board on what to plan next based upon the information 

provided and requested input and discussion at the next school board meeting.  A PDF would be posted for the 

Board and Community for input. 

 

                            

 

V. Public Comments  
 

Joann Hinton of Richboro- Requested clarification on which schools have special education students.  

Stated how Richboro Middle School was previously undersized and Holland Middle School over.  Rolling 

Hills children were then sent to Richboro Middle School.  Observed where Rolling Hills children attend, 

the middle schools will follow in capacity.  This observation leads into the high school capacity.  Feels 

there is a need to level the playing field at all schools.   

 

Nancy Carroll of Newtown-Interested in viewing the size of classrooms with number of children associat-

ed with each classroom.  Commented on size of each classroom and why classrooms cannot be divided.  

Stated efficiencies should be within building and not adding additions to building.  Questioned the enroll-

ment figures based on last school year figures.  Believes the storage should be in trailers although consider-

ation of storage in future will be less due to technology.  Points out the fact small group instruction is held 

in regular size classrooms. 

 

Walt Jones of Feasterville-Concerned with user groups that occupy schools in late day and if they would 

be affected.  Questioned vision of future enrollment based upon current projected figures. 

  

Mike Thorwart of Holland-Commented on Churchville’s renovation and capacity study.  Inquired about 

architectural planning tools for projections. 

 

 

 

 

Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Donna Heverly, Acting Board Secretary 

Council Rock Board of School Directors 
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