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Cover Title Author Synopsis 

 

 
 

Chains 

 
 
 
 

Laurie Halse Anderson 

After being sold to a cruel 
couple in New York City, a 
slave named Isabel spies for 
the rebels during the 
Revolutionary War. 
 

 

 
 

Ten Days a 
Madwoman 

 
 
 
 

Deborah Noyes 

"A biography of Nellie Bly, the 
pioneering journalist whose 
showy but substantive stunts 
skyrocketed her to 
fame"--Provided by publisher. 
 

 

The Thing 
about Jellyfish 

Ali Benjamin 

Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson 
wades through her intense grief 
over the loss of her best friend 
by investigating the rare 
jellyfish she is convinced was 
responsible for her friend's 
death. 
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One Half from 
the East 

Nadia Hashimi 

"Obayda's family is in need of 
some good fortune. Her father 
lost one of his legs in a bomb 
explosion, forcing the family to 
move from their home city of 
Kabul to a small village, where 
life is very different and 
Obayda's father almost never 
leaves his room. One day, 
Obayda's aunt has an idea to 
bring the family luck--dress 
Obayda, the youngest of her 
sisters, as a boy, a bacha posh. 
Obayda is Obayd. Life in this 
in-between place is confusing, 
but once Obayda meets 
another bacha posh, everything 
changes"--Dust jacket. 
 

 

The 
Inquisitor's 

Tale 
Adam Gidwitz 

"Crossing paths at an inn, 
thirteenth-century travelers 
impart the tales of a monastery 
oblate, a Jewish refugee, and a 
psychic peasant girl with a loyal 
greyhound, the three of whom 
join forces on a chase through 
France to escape 
persecution"--OCLC. 
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Wolf Hollow Lauren Wolk 

"Twelve-year-old Annabelle 
must learn to stand up for 
what's right in the face of a 
manipulative and violent new 
bully who targets people 
Annabelle cares about, 
including a homeless World 
War I veteran"--Provided by 
publisher. 
 

 

Abby Spencer 
Goes to 

Bollywood 
Varsha Bajaj 

Abby Spencer yearns to meet 
her father, who lives in India, 
and is nervous when her wish 
comes true and her mom 
decides it is time for her to go 
and spend some time with him. 
 

 

The Red Pencil Andrea Davis Pinkney 

"After her tribal village is 
attacked by militants, Amira, a 
young Sudanese girl, must flee 
to safety at a refugee camp, 
where she finds hope and the 
chance to pursue an education 
in the form of a single red 
pencil and the friendship and 
encouragement of a wise 
elder"--Provided by publisher. 
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Booked Kwame Alexander 

Twelve-year-old Nick loves 
soccer and hates books, but 
soon learns the power of words 
as he wrestles with problems at 
home, stands up to a bully, and 
tries to impress the girl of his 
dreams. 
 

 

The War that 
Saved my Life 

Kimberly Brubacker Bradley 

A young disabled girl and her 
brother are evacuated from 
London to the English 
countryside during World War 
II, where they find life to be 
much sweeter away from their 
abusive mother. 
 



CRSD Middle School Summer Reading List 

 

The Warden's 
Daughter 

Jerry Spinelli 

A teenage girl who lives with 
her father, a prison warden, 
looks to innmates for a mother 
figure, only to find herself in the 
process. 

 

Lock & Key: 
The Initiation 

Ridley Pearson 

Two roommates are forced to 
work together to solve the 
mystery of a missing bible at 
their elite boarding school that 
unites hero and villian, twisting 
the plot of the story of Sherlock 
Holmes into a modern tale. 
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The Boy Who 
Challenged 

Hitler 
Phillip Hoose 

Tells the story of a group of boy 
resistance fighters in Denmark 
after the Nazi invasion during 
World War II. 

 

Locomotion Jacqueline Woodson 

Inspired by his teacher, 
eleven-year-old Lonnie begins 
to write about his life in a series 
of poems in which he discusses 
his feelings about his friends, 
his foster mom, his little sister 
Lili, and the death of his 
parents. 
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The Boy Who 
Harnessed the 

Wind 
William Kamkwamba 

African teenager William 
Kamkwamba explored science 
books in his village library when 
he was forced to drop out of 
school, and was able to change 
his family's life by creating a 
windmill to pump water for his 
family's farm. 
 

 


