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For Immediate Release:

Council Rock School District to Name
New Superintendent 

May 19, 2022 – Doylestown PA: The Council Rock Board of School Directors is pleased

to announce its intentions to formally name Dr. Andrew J. Sanko as the district’s next

Superintendent of Schools at a meeting of the board to be announced in the coming

days, subject to the execution of a mutually agreed

upon contract. 

Dr. Sanko is a 33 year employee of the Council Rock

School District, beginning his career as a classroom

teacher. He has served as a principal and currently

holds the position of Council Rock’s Director of K-12

Education.   Dr. Sanko’s selection for appointment as

Council Rock’s Superintendent follows a national

executive search for qualified candidates facilitated by

the Bucks County Intermediate Unit (Bucks IU).  

In a future announcement, the Council Rock Board of

School Directors will officially share an invitation to the

public for a Community Forum to introduce Dr. Sanko to

the Council Rock community in his new role as Superintendent. The date, time, location, and

format of this Community Forum celebrating Dr. Sanko’s selection will be included in the

invitation. 
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Statement from Dr. Sanko on Being Offered the Position of Superintendent:

The Council Rock School District has a proud past and a promising future. It is a place where
education is valued, and where each day we work together to uphold the legacy and pride that
our district has created. Council Rock is a community that is highly sought after by new families,
and our reputation for educational excellence extends to the national level. I believe that status
is earned every day as Council Rock educators, staff, administrators, and board members work
to provide rigorous learning experiences for our students.

Council Rock will continue to bring the community together to support excellence in student
achievement and to prepare our students through graduation and beyond. My belief is that
collaboration with our school board, community and our colleagues is essential to provide the
robust education that prepare our students for a successful future. Cultivating deep and trusting
relationships throughout the district sends the powerful message that our students are valued as
individuals, at every level and capacity.

An extraordinary array of programs and services uphold Council Rock’s standards for
supporting students and preparing them to be global contributors. I believe those standards
create a unified spirit of accomplishment that reflects onto each student and into each
classroom and builds a pathway to success accessible by all.

It is an honor and privilege to be a part of the Council Rock community and work on behalf of
our treasured students. My belief is that with a renewed commitment to trust, unity, and
collaboration, Council Rock can continue to provide an unparalleled educational experience by
keeping “Students First. Always.” 

Statement from Mr. Ed Salamon, President of the Council Rock Board of School
Directors on Dr. Sanko’s Selection:

The Council Rock Board of School Directors is pleased to announce its intentions to formally
name Dr. Sanko as the district’s next Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Sanko has been an
integral part of Council Rock for more than 30 years. From serving as both a classroom teacher
and building principal across the district to a senior district administrator, Dr. Sanko knows our
students, staff, and community members because he has been working together with them for
decades. 

We believe Dr. Sanko's experience, leadership and student-first approach will help the Council
Rock community move forward together to meet the challenges ahead and build on the
strength of our district's educational excellence. With Dr. Sanko's unparalleled commitment to
our students, staff and community, the Board couldn't be prouder to announce his selection. 

On behalf of the Board, I offer heartfelt thanks to Dr. Susan Elliott for stepping up to lead as our
Acting Superintendent for the last few months and wish her continued success as she moves on
to the Superintendency of a neighboring school district. With Dr. Sanko’s selection and Dr.
Elliott’s departure, the Board and I will continue to keep the Council Rock community informed. 

Background on Superintendent Search Process  

The Board began the search process in February 2022, engaging the Bucks IU to serve as its

search consultant.  The Bucks IU, on behalf of the Board, conducted a community survey in
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March 2022 to identify the community’s opinions and priorities. More than 1,600 parents,

guardians, taxpayers, students, staff, and other community members responded to the survey,

offering feedback on the ideal characteristics and attributes of the future superintendent.  The

survey also captured what the community believes to be the district’s priorities for the

immediate and long-term future.  

The Board used these community survey results to conduct a comprehensive search process. 

As the facilitator, the Bucks IU actively recruited qualified candidates and advertised in local,

regional, state, and national publications, seeking the appropriate applicants. The position was

advertised from March 23, 2022, through April 13, 2022.  Nineteen qualified candidates applied

for the position, including several from out-of-state.  The Board thoroughly reviewed all

applications and selected six candidates to move forward to a first round of interviews. 

Following these initial interviews, the Board conducted a second, final interview round and

selected Dr. Sanko as the preferred candidate.   

About Dr. Sanko

Since 1989, Dr. Andrew J. Sanko has dedicated his career solely to the success of the Council

Rock School District and its students. Dr. Sanko arrived in Council Rock as a freshly minted

elementary teacher, joining the district shortly after graduating from Lock Haven University. Dr.

Sanko has had the opportunity to view the district from many perspectives; he has worked his

way through a multitude of assignments and projects and spent time as a classroom teacher,

school leader, and district administrator.

Currently serving as the Director of K-12 Education, Dr. Sanko joined the district as an

elementary teacher at Hillcrest Elementary School. In 2003 Dr. Sanko was appointed Assistant

Principal at Richboro Middle School, and in 2004 he was appointed Principal of Holland

Elementary. In 2015, Dr. Sanko returned to Richboro Middle School as Principal. Thereafter,

he joined the Council Rock administration as an Administrator on Special Assignment, and in

2017 was appointed the Director of K-12 Education. 

Over the years Dr. Sanko has served on many safety, curriculum, assessment, and strategic

planning committees, providing him with a depth of institutional knowledge that adds

dimension to his leadership. Dr. Sanko oversaw the school renovation project at Holland
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Elementary and provided guidance for other building projects, giving him insight into the impact

of schools on the community. His leadership experience at the classroom, building, and

administrative levels deepens his appreciation for the value of strong relationships with

colleagues, the community, and the School Board.

Dr. Sanko completed his undergraduate and graduate work at Lock Haven University and

Bloomsburg University respectively and earned his doctoral degree from Temple University. 

Dr. Sanko lives in Langhorne with his wife Sue and their three children. 

####

ABOUT THE BUCKS COUNTY INTERMEDIATE UNIT (Bucks IU):

Celebrating over 50 years of service! The Bucks IU supports improvements and advancements in student learning

by providing exceptional educational programs, innovative professional development, and advanced

business/technology services. We serve children ages birth to adult, public and private schools along with their

staff and administrators, and the community of Bucks County. The Bucks IU is also the liaison between local

schools and the Pennsylvania Department of Education. For more information, go to www.BucksIU.org or call

215-348-2940.
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